Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Division of Health Access and Tobacco
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
64I-7.001
Definitions

64I-7.002
Eligibility

64I-7.003
Terms and Services

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rulemaking is to establish criteria for clients, dentists, and providers to participate in a voluntary donated dental services program.

SUMMARY: The rulemaking will establish the Donated Dental Services Program in Florida.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based on the SERC checklist, this rulemaking will not have an adverse impact on regulatory costs in excess of $1 million within five years as established in s.120.541(2)(a), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 381.40195(5), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 381.40195, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Catherine Bridges, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A-14, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)245-4328 or Catherine.Bridges@FLHealth.gov.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

64I-7.001 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions will apply:
(1) “Comprehensive dental services” means exams, x-rays, oral surgery, restorative, prophylaxis, crowns, bridges, dentures, implants, periodontal treatment, and other dental services deemed necessary by the dental provider.
(2) “Dental provider” means a dentist, dental laboratory, or dental hygienist licensed under chapter 466, Florida Statutes.
(3) “Dentist” means a person licensed to practice dentistry pursuant to chapter 466, Florida Statutes.
(4) “Medical provider” is a physician or physician assistant licensed under chapter 458 or 459, Florida Statutes, or an advanced practice registered nurse licensed under chapter 464, Florida Statutes. 
(5) “Medically necessary dental care” is the reasonable and essential diagnostic, preventive, and treatment services (including supplies, appliance, and devices) and follow up care as determined by a dentist or medical provider to an individual as indicated in paragraph 64I-7.002(1)(c), F.A.C., to prevent and eliminate orofacial disease, infection, and pain to restore the form and function of the dentition, and to correct facial disfiguration or dysfunction. 
(6) “Nonprofit organization” means an entity exempt from taxation under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, under contract with the Department, with a mission focused on providing pro-bono comprehensive dental services to people with disabilities or who are elderly or medically compromised and economically disadvantaged adults in Florida, through a statewide existing network of volunteer licensed dentists and dental providers, and that has a demonstrated track record of providing donated dental or similar services or programs.
(7) “Program” means the Donated Dental Services (“DDS”) Program established pursuant to section 381.40195(3), Florida Statutes.
Rulemaking Authority 381.40195(5) FS. Law Implemented 381.40195 FS. History–New _______.
64I-7.002 Eligibility.
(1) The nonprofit organization will determine and approve client eligibility based on one of the following three eligibility groups:
(a) Individuals who are age 65 and older.
(b) Individuals who are determined to be permanently disabled as determined by a federal or state agency.
(c) Individuals in need of medically necessary dental care as determined by a dentist or medical provider.
(2) In order to be eligible, an individual cannot qualify for public assistance to pay for treatment as determined by a federal or state social services agency.
(3) An individual must be unable to afford the dental treatment as determined by the nonprofit organization.
(4) In order to participate in this program, a dental provider shall have an unencumbered current valid Florida dental license or authorization to practice or operate under Florida law.
Rulemaking Authority 381.40195(5) FS. Law Implemented 381.40195 FS. History–New _______.
64I-7.003 Terms and Service.
An eligible individual may receive comprehensive dental services in a volunteer dentist’s office, participating dental provider’s private office, an ambulatory surgical center, or a hospital. An eligible individual is not required to pay any fee or cost associated with the treatment he or she receives.
Rulemaking Authority 381.40195(5) FS. Law Implemented 381.40195 FS. History–New _______.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Catherine Bridges, DMD

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Joseph A. Ladapo, MD, PhD, State Surgeon General

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: September 25, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: April 15, 2024
