Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Commission for Independent Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6E-5.001
Religious Institution Letter of Exemption

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To implement the provisions of House Bill 1255 (Chapter 2025-110, Laws of Florida, section 33), which revises Chapter 1005, Florida Statutes, governing the Commission for Independent Education.

SUMMARY: Modifications to Rule 6E-5.001, Religious Institution Letter of Exemption, F.A.C., include that nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institutions are exempt from licensure by the Commission for Independent Education provided that they meet specified statutory criteria and submit a properly completed CIE Form 113.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Commission has determined that the proposed rule will not require legislative ratification based upon the following: the requirements found in the proposed rule are based upon or required by section 1005.06(1)(f), F.S. As a result, if any cost is incurred by the institutions, it is due to the statute and not the rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1005.06 (1)(f) 3.c., 1005.22(1)(d), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1005.06(1)(f), F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: November 13, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Wakulla County School District, 69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Tiffany Hurst, Executive Director, Commission for Independent Education; (850)245-3200; or tiffany.hurst1@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6E-5.001 Religious Institution Letter of Exemption. 
(1) Definitions. As used in this rule, a “letter of exemption” means a letter issued by the Commission to a nonpublic religious postsecondary educational institution college providing that the institution has met the requirements of state law and is exempt from licensure not subject to governmental oversight.
(2) The Commission shall issue an annual a letter of exemption no more than once annually, after receipt of a properly completed application on CIE Form 113 and upon approval from the Commission. CIE Form 113, Affidavit Application for Religious Institution Letter of Exemption, is incorporated by reference to become effective December 2025 (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18743) upon the effective date of this rule. CIE Form 113 may be obtained without cost, from the Commission’s website at www.fldoe.org/cie or by writing to the Commission for Independent Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Suite 1414, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400.
(3) The sworn affidavit, portion of CIE Form 113, shall be executed by an Officer, Director or person holding a similar office with the religious institution.
(4) The Commission shall not issue a letter of exemption until where it has not received a properly completed CIE Form 113 and granted approval. Upon request from the Commission, the institution shall submit documentation demonstrating compliance with s. 1005.06(1)(f) and s. 1005.04, F.S., including paragraph 6E-1.0032(6)(i), F.A.C. The institution shall submit such documentation within 30 days after the request.
(5) Duration. A letter of exemption is valid for one year from the date reflected on the letter. However, if the Commission is unable to supply the letter of exemption to an institution after the institution has timely submitted a completed CIE Form 113, the previous year’s letter of exemption will remain in effect until the Commission issues a new letter of exemption or until the Commission denies the completed CIE Form 113 at a public meeting.
Rulemaking Authority 1005.06(1)(f)3.c., 1005.22(1)(d) FS. Law Implemented 1005.06(1)(f) FS. History-New 6-22-09, Amended.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Tiffany Hurst, Executive Director, Commission for Independent Education.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: The Commission for Independent Education.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: September 3, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: August 21, 2025
