Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-5.067
Teacher Apprenticeship Program

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To modify the requirements to mentor an apprentice teacher. Specifically, the rule will update the mentor requirements to align across all teacher preparation programs in accordance with House Bill 875 (2025).

SUMMARY: Proposed changes require an apprentice’s mentor to have 3 years of teaching experience, be rated effective or highly effective in the prior year’s evaluation and, beginning August 2026, hold a certification or endorsement for reading in certain areas.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1012.555(6), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1012.555, 1012.56(7), F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: November 13, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Wakulla County School District, 69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Marsha Dixon, Director of Educator Preparation (Marsha.Dixon@fldoe.org) Bureau of Educator Recruitment, Development & Retention, (850)245-5046.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-5.067 Teacher Apprenticeship Program
(1) through (3) No change. 
(4) Teacher Apprentice Mentor Eligibility and Responsibilities. A classroom teacher who is selected by the participating employer to serve as a teacher apprentice mentor must:
(a) Meet the following requirements for eligibility:
1. Hold a valid professional certificate issued pursuant to Section 1012.56(7), F.S.;
2.1. Have earned at least three (3) five (5) years of teaching experience in prekindergarten through grade 12 in Florida;
2. Received an aggregate score of highly effective on the three most recently available value-added model (VAM) scores as calculated by the department based upon Rule 6A-5.0411, F.A.C., or received an aggregate score of highly effective on the three most recently available performance evaluations in accordance with Section 1012.34, F.S., if the teacher did not generate a state VAM score calculated based upon Rule 6A-5.0411, F.A.C.; and
3. Have earned an effective or highly effective rating on the prior year’s performance evaluation under Section 1012.34, F.S.;
4.3. Completed a Completion of district, or charter school or charter management organization clinical educator training program; and
5. Beginning in August 2026, be certified or endorsed in reading when assigned to an individual providing instruction to students in kindergarten through grade 3 or an individual enrolled in a teacher preparation program for a certificate area identified pursuant to Rule 6A-4.0051(7), F.A.C.
(b) through (c) No change. 
(5) through (7) No change. 
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NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Paul Burns

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Anastasios Kamoutsas

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: October 6, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: September 5, 2025
