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NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 51 No. 125, June 27, 2025 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.

No revisions to the Department’s Statement of Estimated Regulated Costs were necessary as a result of these changes.

62-302.200 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) through (18) No change.
(19) “Natural background” shall mean the condition of waters in the absence of man-induced alterations based on the best scientific information available to the Department. The establishment of natural background for an altered waterbody may be based upon a similar unaltered waterbody, historical pre-alteration data, paleolimnological examination of sediment cores, or examination of geology and soils, or other scientifically valid approaches. When determining natural background conditions for a lake, the lake’s location and regional characteristics as described and depicted in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency document titled Lake Regions of Florida (EPA/R-97/127, dated 1997, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Health and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, Corvallis, OR) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06267), which is incorporated by reference herein, shall also be considered. The lake regions in this document are grouped according to ambient total phosphorus and total nitrogen concentrations in the following lake zones:

(a) through (k) No change.
(20) through (24) No change.

(25) “Nutrient Watershed Region” shall mean a drainage area over which the nutrient thresholds in paragraph 62-302.531(2)(c), F.A.C., apply. 
(a) through (e) No change.

(f) The South Florida region consists of those areas south of the Peninsula region, such as the Cocohatchee River Watershed, Naples Bay Watershed, Rookery Bay Watershed, Ten Thousand Islands Watershed, Lake Worth Lagoon Watershed, Southeast Coast – Biscayne Bay Watershed, Everglades Watershed, Florida Bay Watershed, and the Florida Keys.

A map of the Nutrient Watershed Regions, dated September 2025, effective date November 2025, (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18677) October 17, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06033), is incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.
(26) through (35) No change.

(36) “Stream” shall mean, for purposes of interpreting the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b), F.A.C., under paragraph 62-302.531(2)(c), F.A.C., a predominantly fresh surface waterbody with perennial flow in a defined channel with banks during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions for its region within the state. During periods of drought, portions of a stream channel may exhibit a dry bed, but wetted pools are typically still present during these conditions. For a flowing waterbody or waterbody segment to be considered perennial it must exhibit measurable flow for at least 180 consecutive days in greater than 50% of years. Flowing waterbodies or segments of flowing waterbodies that exhibit lesser flow duration shall be considered non-perennial unless there is site-specific bioassessment information based on the resident flora or fauna that an aquatic community is present that would require perennial flow. Evaluation of waters considered streams shall be consistent with the “Implementation of Florida’s Numeric Nutrient Standard for Streams, June 2025”, effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18131), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of the implementation document may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. Streams do not include:
(a) through (b) No change.

(37) through (44) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented, 403.021(11), 403.031, 403.061, 403.062, 403.085, 403.086, 403.087, 403.088, 403.502, 403.802 FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 2-13-92, Formerly 17-302.200, Amended 1-23-95, 5-15-02, 4-2-08, 7-3-12, 8-1-13, 2-17-16,___.

62-302.300 Findings, Intent, and Antidegradation Policy for Surface Water Quality.
(1) through (16) No change.

(17) If the Department finds that a proposed new discharge or expansion of an existing discharge will not reduce the quality of the receiving waters below the classification established for them, it shall permit the discharge if such degradation is necessary or desirable under federal standards and under circumstances which are clearly in the public interest, and if all other Department requirements are met. Projects permitted under Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., shall be considered in compliance with this subsection if those projects comply with the requirements of Section 373.414(1), F.S.; also projects permitted under the grandfather provisions of Sections 373.414(11) through (16), F.S., or permitted under Section 373.414(5), F.S., shall be considered in compliance with this subsection if those projects comply with the requirements of subsection 62-330.060(2), F.A.C. 62-312.080(2), F.A.C.

(18) through (19) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented 373.414, 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.085, 403.086, 403.087, 403.088, 403.101, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708, 403.802 FS. History–Formerly 17-3.041, Amended 1-28-90, Formerly 17-3.042, 17-302.300, Amended 12-19-94, 1-23-95, 12-26-96, 5-15-02, 12-7-06, 7-17-13, 2-17-16,____.

62-302.400 Classification of Surface Waters, Usage, Reclassification, Classified Waters.

(1) through (16) No change.

(17) Exceptions to Class III:

(a) No change.

(b) The following listed waterbodies are classified as Class I, Class I-Treated, Class II, Class III-Limited, or Class V. Waters listed as Class I-Treated have not been submitted to or appoved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and will remain Class III until the reclassification is approved by EPA. Copies of the maps referenced below may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. The written waterbody descriptions are to be read in conjunction with the incorporated maps; however, the maps will take precedence if any conflict is identified between the written descriptions and the maps.

1. through 2. No change.

3. Bay County
Class I

Bayou George and Creek – Impoundment to source.

Bear Creek – Impoundment to source.

Big Cedar Creek – Impoundment to source.

Deer Point Impoundment – Dam to source.

Econfina Creek – Upstream of Deer Point Impoundment.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Bay County, May 2021” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18158), which is incorporated by reference herein:

East Bay and Tributaries – East of U.S. Highway 98 (Dupont Bridge) to, but excluding, Wetappo Creek.

North Bay and Tributaries – North of U.S. Highway 98 to Deer Point Dam (CR 2321 / 77A), excluding Alligator Bayou and Fanning (Fannin) Bayou north of an east-west line through Channel Marker 3.

West Bay and Tributaries – West of North Bay (line from West Bay Point on the north to Shell Point on the sSouth), except West Bay Creek (northwest of Channel Marker 27C off Goose Point), Crooked Creek (north of a line from Crooked Creek Point to Doyle Point), and Burnt Mill Creek (north of a line from Graze Point to Cedar Point).

4. through 7. No change.

8. Charlotte County

Class I

Alligator Creek – North and South Prongs from headwaters to the water control structure downstream of SR 765-A.

Port Charlotte Canal System – Surface waters lying upstream of, or directly connected to, Fordham Waterway upstream of Conway Boulevard.

Prairie Creek – DeSoto County Line and headwaters to Shell Creek.

Shell Creek – Headwaters to Hendrickson Dam (east of Myrtle Slough, in Section 20, T40S, R24E).

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Charlotte County, April 2022” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18136), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Lemon Bay, Placida Harbor, and Tributaries – from the north Charlotte County Line south to Gasparilla Sound and bounded on the east by SR 775.

Charlotte Harbor, Myakka River, and Gasparilla Sound – Waters except Peace River upstream from the northeastern point of Myakka Cutoff to the boat ramp in Ponce de Leon Park in south Punta Gorda, Catfish Creek north of N. Lat. 26º50'56'', and Whidden Creek north of N. Lat. 26º 51'15''.

9. Citrus County

Class II

All coastal waters and tidal creeks within the county, excluding (a) waters landward of the mouths of Bungalou Pass, East Pass, Johns Creek, Trout Creek, and the Cross Florida Barge Canal entrance next to Trout Creek, (b) Crystal River, (c) a portion of the Salt River south of the northern juncture of Salt Creek, and (d) the St. Martins River from its mouth to Greenleaf Bay, all as shown on the map titled “Class II Wwaters in Citrus County, November 2015,” effective date November 2025, (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18671) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06391) which is incorporated by reference herein.

10. No change.

11. Collier County

Class I-Treated

Marco Lakes, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Collier County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07077) which is incorporated by reference herein.
Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Collier County (1-2), June 2020” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18137), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Little Hickory Bay, Wiggins Pass, and the Cocohatchee River.

Connecting Waterways – From Little Hickory Bay south through Inner and Outer Clam Bay, Inner and Outer Doctors Bay, Moorings Bay, and Doctors Pass to Banyon Blvd.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Collier County (2-2), September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18138), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Tidal Bays and Passes – Naples Bay and south and easterly through Dollar Bay, Rookery Bay and the Ten Thousand Islands to the Monroe County Line.

12. through 14. No change.

15. Dixie County

Class II

All coastal waters within the county, excluding the mouth of the Suwannee River and its passes, as shown on the map titled “Class II Wwaters in Dixie County, November 2015,” effective date November 2025 (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18672) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06392) which is incorporated by reference herein.

16. Duval County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Nassau County and Duval County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18139), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Ft. George River and Simpson Creeks – Ft. George Inlet north to Nassau Sound.

Intracoastal Waterway and Tributaries – Confluence of Nassau and Amelia Rivers south to Flashing Marker 73 thence eastward along Ft. George River to Ft. George Inlet and includes Garden Creek.

Nassau River and Creek – From the mouth of Nassau Sound, (with the mouth starting at a line connecting the northeasternmost point of Little Talbot Island to the southeasternmost tip of Amelia Island), westerly to a north-south line through Seymore Point.

Pumpkinhill Creek.

17. Escambia County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Escambia County and Santa Rosa County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18140), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Escambia Bay – From the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Trestle south to Pensacola Bay (Line from Emanuel Point east northeasterly to Garcon Point).

Pensacola Bay – East of a line connecting Emanuel Point on the north to the south end of the Pensacola Bay Bridge (U.S. Highway 98).

Santa Rosa Sound – East of a line connecting the northern approach of the Pensacola Beach Bridge (CR399) and Sharp Point, with the exception of the Navarre Beach area from a north-south line through Channel Marker 106 to Navarre Bridge (Navarre Beach Road).

18. Flagler County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Flagler County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18141), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Matanzas River (Intracoastal Waterway) – From the N. Flagler County Line south to an east-west line through Fl. Marker 109.

Pellicer Creek.

19. Franklin

Class II

All or portions of Alligator Harbor, Apalachicola Bay, East Bay and its tributaries, the coastal waters north of a line from Peninsula Point on Alligator Point to the southeastern tip of Dog Island, Ochlockonee Bay, St. George Sound, and St. Vincent Sound, as shown on the maps titled “Class II Wwaters in Franklin County (1-2), November 2015,” effective date November 2025 (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18673) and “Class II Waters in Franklin County (2-2), November 2015,” effective date November 2025 (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18674), (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06393) which are incorporated by reference herein.

20. through 22. No change.

23. Gulf County
Class I-Treated

Port St. Joe Canal, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Gulf County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07079) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Gulf County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18142), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Indian Lagoon – West of Indian Pass and St. Vincent Sound.

St. Joseph Bay – South of a line from St. Joseph Point due east to U.S. Highway 98, excluding an area that is both within an arc 2.9 miles from the center of the mouth of Gulf County Canal and east of a line from St. Joseph Point to the northwest corner of Section 13, Township 8 South, Range 11 West.

24. through 28. No change.

29. Hillsborough County

Class I

Cow House Creek – Hillsborough River to source, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Hillsborough River – City of Tampa Water Treatment Plant Dam to Flint Creek, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Class I-Treated

Alafia River Segment – From Lithia Pinecrest Road (County Road 640) westward to Bell Shoals Road, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Tampa By-Pass Canal Segment – From the control structure S-163 at Cow House Creek to the control structure S-160 (north of State Road 60), and Harney Canal west to Harney Road, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Class II

All or portions of Tampa Bay, Old Tampa Bay, and Mobbly Bay, excluding waters in the Tampa Harbor Channel and waters north of SR 580 in Rocky and Double Branch Creeks, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Pinellas County and Hillsborough County, February 2022” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18143), which is incorporated by reference herein.

30. through 32. No change.
33. Jefferson County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Jefferson County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18144), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Coastal Waters – Within the county, excluding the Aucilla River.

34. through 35. No change.

36. Lee County

Class I

Caloosahatchee River – E. Lee County Line to South Florida Water Management District Structure 79.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Lee County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18145), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Charlotte Harbor.

Matanzas Pass, Hurricane Bay, and Hell Peckish (Peckney) Bay – From San Carlos Bay southeast through Matanzas Pass, Hurricane Bay, and Hell Peckish Bay to a line from Estero Island through the southernmost tip of the unnamed island south of Julies Island, to the southernmost point of land in section 27, T46S, R24E.

Matlacha Pass – From Charlotte Harbor to San Carlos Bay.

Pine Island Sound – From Charlotte Harbor to San Carlos Bay.

San Carlos Bay – From a line from Ybel Point through Bodwitch Point to Estero Pass, northward along the coast to the southern point of Big Shell Island, then north to the eastern point at the mouth of Punta Blanca Creek and westward to Pine Island Sound.

37. No change.

38. Levy County

Class II

All coastal waters and tidal creeks in the county, excluding the mouth of the Suwannee River and its passes, portions of Alligator Pass and Cedar Key, and the mouth of the Withlacoochee River, as shown on a map titled “Class II Wwaters in Levy County, November 2015,” effective date November 2025 (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18675) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06396) which is incorporated by reference herein.

39. through 40. No change.

41. Manatee County

Class I

Manatee River – From Rye Bridge Road to the sources thereof, including but not limited to the following tributaries: the East Fork of the Manatee River, the North Fork of the Manatee River, Boggy Creek, Gilley Creek, Poley Branch, Corbit Branch, Little Deep Branch, Fisher Branch, Ft. Crawford Creek, Webb Branch, Clearwater Branch, Craig Branch, and Guthrey Branch.

Lake Evers (Ward Lake) and Braden River – City of Bradenton Water Treatment Dam to SR 675, excluding upland cut irrigation or drainage ditches and including the following tributaries:

	
	Tributary
	Upstream Limit(s) 

	a.
	Rattlesnake Slough
	Lockwood Ridge Road in Section 28, Township 35 South, Range 18 East.

	b.
	Cedar Creek 
	

	
	West Branch
	Whitfield Avenue in Section 27, Township 35 South, Range 18 East. 

	
	Central Branch
	Country Club Way in Section 34, Township 35 South, Range 18 East. 

	
	East Branch
	To a point where an east-west line lying 1,200 feet south of the section line between Sections 23 and 26 (Township 35 South, Range 18 East) crosses the tributary. 

	c.
	Cooper Creek
	

	
	West Branch 
	(Foley Branch) South Boundary of Section 1, Township 36 South, Range 18 East. 

	
	East Branch
	East Boundary of Section 31, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	d.
	Nonsense Creek
	To a point where an east-west line lying 800 feet North of the section line between Sections 14 and 23 (Township 35 South, Range 18 East) crosses the creek. 

	e.
	Hickory Hamock
	To a point where an east-west line lying 1,000 feet South of the section line between Sections 17 and 20 (Township 35 South, Range 19 East) crosses the creek.

	f.
	Wolf Slough
	East Boundary of Section 16, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	g.
	Unnamed Tributary 1
	To a point where an east-west line lying 2,300 feet south of the section line between Sections 21 and 28 (Township 35 South, Range 19 East) crosses the tributary.

	h.
	Unnamed Tributary 2
	East Boundary of Section 14, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	i.
	Unnamed Tributary 3
	West Boundary of Section 25, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	j.
	Unnamed Tributary 4
	To a point where a north-south line lying 200 feet East of the section line between Sections 23 and 24 (Township 35 South, Range 19 East) crosses the tributary.


Class II
All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Manatee County, March 2021” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18146), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Gulf and Coastal Waters of Tampa Bay – Including, but not limited to, Terra Ceia Bay, Perico Bayou, Palma Sola Bay, and Sarasota Bay, excluding waters east of a line from the southern shore of the mouth of Redfish Creek to the nearest point of the spoil island west of Port Manatee continuing along the western shore of the island to the Hillsborough County line excluding Manatee River upstream of a line from Emerson Pt. to Mead Pt.

Gulf Waters – North of 27º31' N. Lat.

42. No change.

43. Martin County

Class I

Lake Okeechobee.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Martin County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18147), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Great Pocket – St. Lucie River to Peck’s Lake.

Indian River – N. Martin County Line south to the mouth of St. Lucie Inlet, east of the Intracoastal Waterway Channel centerline.

Loxahatchee River – North of Palm Beach County Line.

44. Monroe County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in Monroe County (1-2), September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18148) and the map titled “Class II Waters in Monroe County (2-2), September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18149), which are incorporated by reference herein:

Monroe County Coastline – From the Collier County Line southward to Cape Sabel. 
Florida Bay- Those portions within Everglades National Park.

45. Nassau County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Nassau County and Duval County, September 2019” (incorporated by reference in subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)16., F.A.C.):

Alligator Creek.

Nassau River and Creek – From the mouth of Nassau Sound (with the mouth starting at a line connecting the northeasternmost point of Little Talbot Island to the southeasternmost point of Amelia Island), westerly to Seymore (Seymour) Point.

South Amelia River – Nassau River north to a line from the northern shore of the mouth of Alligator Creek to the northernmost shore of Harrison Creek.

Waters between South Amelia River and Alligator Creek.

46. Okaloosa County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in Okaloosa County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18150), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Choctawhatchee Bay and Tributaries – From a line from White Point southwesterly through Fl. Light Marker 1 of the Intracoastal Waterway, eastward to the county line, including East Pass.

Rocky Bayou – North of a line extending east from Shirk Point to the north end of Windward Circle, excluding Rocky Creek and other tributaries.

Santa Rosa Sound – From a north-south line through Manatee Point west to the Santa Rosa County Line.

47. through 49. No change.

50. Palm Beach County

Class I

Canal C-18 (freshwater portion).

City of West Palm Beach Water Catchment Area.

Clear Lake, Lake Mangonia, and the waterway connecting them.

Lake Okeechobee.

M-Canal – L-8 to Lake Mangonia.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Palm Beach County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18151), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Canal C-18 – From the Salinity barrier to the Loxahatchee River.

Loxahatchee River – Upstream of Florida East Coast railroad bridge including Southwest, Northwest, and North Forks.

51. through 54. No change.

55. St. Johns County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in St. Johns County (1-2), September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18152), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Matanzas River, Intracoastal Waterway and Tributaries – From Intracoastal Waterway Marker number 29, south to Flagler County Line, excluding Treasure Beach Canal System.

Pellicer Creek.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in St. Johns County (2-2), September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18153), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Guano River and Tributaries – From Guano Lake Dam south to Tolomato River.

Salt Run – Waters south of an east-west line connecting Lighthouse Park boat ramp with Conch Island.

Tolomato River (North River) and Tributaries – From a line connecting Spanish Landing to Booth Landing, south to an east-west line through Intracoastal Waterway Marker number 55.

56. through 57. No change.

58. Sarasota County

Class I

Big Slough Canal – South to U.S. 41.

Cooper Creek (Foley Branch) upstream to the South boundary of Section 1, Township 36 South, Range 18 East.

Myakka River – From the Manatee County line southwesterly through Upper and Lower Myakka Lakes to Manhattan Farms (north line of Section 6 T39S, R20E).

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Sarasota County Lemon Bay, January 2022” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18154), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Lemon Bay – From a line from the northern shore of the mouth of Forked Creek due east to Manasota Key south to the Charlotte County Line.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Sarasota County Myakka River, January 2022” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18155), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Myakka River – From the western line of section 35, T39S, R20E south to the Charlotte County Line.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Sarasota County Sarasota Bay, January 2022” effective date November 2025, (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18156), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Sarasota Bay – West of the Intracoastal Waterway Channel centerline.

59. through 64. No change.

65. Wakulla County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Wakulla County, September 2019” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18157) which are incorporated by reference herein:

Coastal Waters and Tributaries – From the Jefferson County Line westward, with the exception of Spring Creek and the portion of King Bay (Dickerson Bay) west and north of a line from the westernmost tip of Porter Island south to Hungry Point, and Walker Creek north of a line from Live Oak Point southwest across the Creek to the closest tip of Shell Point.

66. Walton County

Class II

Portions of Choctawhatchee Bay and its tributaries, as shown on the map titled “Class II Wwaters in Walton County, November 2015,” effective date November 2025 (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18676) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06399) which is incorporated by reference herein.

67. No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.504, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–Formerly 28-5.06, 17-3.06, Amended and Renumbered 3-1-79, Amended 1-1-83, 2-1-83, Formerly 17-3.081, Amended 4-25-93, Formerly 17-302.400, Amended 12-26-96, 8-24-00, 12-7-06, 8-5-10, 8-1-13, 2-17-16, 11-17-16,____.

62-302.531 Numeric Interpretations of Narrative Nutrient Criteria.

(1) No change.

(2) The narrative water quality criterion for nutrients in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b), F.A.C., shall be numerically interpreted for both nutrients and nutrient response variables in a hierarchical manner as follows:

(a) Where a site specific numeric interpretation of the criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b), F.A.C., has been established by the Department, this numeric interpretation shall be the primary interpretation. If there are multiple interpretations of the narrative criterion for a waterbody, the most recent interpretation established by the Department shall apply. A list of the site specific numeric interpretations of paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b), F.A.C., may be obtained from the Department’s internet site at https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-standards/content/numeric-nutrient-criteria-development or by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards and Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.

1. The primary site specific interpretations are as follows:

a. Nutrient Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) adopted under Chapter 62-304, F.A.C., that are different from existing applicable numeric nutrient criteria in subsection 62-302.531(2), F.A.C., and future notices the notice of proposed rulemaking state states that the Department intends for the proposed TMDL rule to also establish a site-specific interpretation of the narrative water quality criterion for nutrients in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b), F.A.C., for the waterbody for one or more nutrients or nutrient response variables,
b. through d. No change.
2. No change.

(b) through (c) No change.

(3) through (8) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021, 403.061, 403.067, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 7-3-12, 2-17-16,____.
62-302.532 Estuary-Specific Numeric Interpretations of the Narrative Nutrient Criterion.
(1) No change.
(2) Criteria for chlorophyll a in open ocean coastal waters, derived from satellite remote sensing techniques, are provided in the table below. In each coastal segment specified in the “Map of Florida Coastal Segments, November 2018,” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18132), which is incorporated by reference herein, the Annual Geometric Mean remotely sensed chlorophyll a value, calculated excluding Karenia brevis blooms (≥50,000 cells/L), shall not be exceeded more than once in a three year period. Copies of the map may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. The annual geometric means provided in the table below are based on measurements using the SeaWiFS satellite. Achievement of these criteria shall be assessed only by using satellite remote sensing data that are processed in a manner consistent with the derivation of the criteria. Data selection and preparation shall be consistent with the process described in Section 1.4.3 and Section 1.4.4, pages 14 through 17, in the report titled “Technical Support Document for U.S. EPA’s Proposed Rule for Numeric Nutrient Criteria for Florida’s Estuaries, Coastal Waters, and South Florida Inland Flowing Waters, Volume 2: Coastal Waters,” U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, November 30, 2012 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03018), the specified pages of which are incorporated by reference herein. If MODIS or MERIS satellite data are used, the data shall be normalized using the standardization factors provided in the table below, consistent with the process described in Section 1.6.3, pages 26 through 33 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03019), in the above referenced EPA document, the specified pages of which are incorporated herein. A copy of the Map of Florida Coastal Segments and the referenced pages from EPA’s document above are available by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.
	Coastal Segment
	Annual Geometric Mean Remotely Sensed Chlorophyll a 
	 MODIS Standardization Factor
	 MERIS Standardization Factor

	1
	2.45
	0.54
	-0.71

	2
	2.65
	0.99
	-0.07

	3
	1.48
	0.41
	-0.22

	4
	1.20
	0.26
	-0.30

	5
	1.09
	0.15
	-0.28

	6
	1.07
	0.29
	-0.01

	7
	1.17
	0.33
	-0.02

	8
	1.27
	0.38
	-0.05

	9
	1.09
	0.20
	-0.07

	10
	1.13
	0.41
	-0.07

	11
	1.14
	0.31
	-0.05

	12
	1.21
	0.41
	-0.05

	13
	1.53
	0.50
	-0.13

	14
	1.80
	0.69
	0.01

	15
	2.80
	0.68
	0.58

	16
	2.49
	-0.14
	0.27

	17
	3.57
	0.08
	1.41

	18
	5.62
	0.50
	0.03

	19
	4.90
	0.50
	0.31

	20
	4.33
	-0.02
	-0.69

	21
	4.06
	-0.63
	-1.09

	22
	4.54
	-0.46
	-0.17

	23
	3.40
	-1.21
	-0.67

	24
	3.41
	-2.37
	0.01

	25
	3.11
	-2.84
	0.05

	26
	3.00
	-4.16
	-0.36

	27
	3.05
	-1.77
	-0.81

	28
	3.41
	-2.13
	-0.61

	29
	4.55
	-0.83
	-0.74

	30
	4.32
	-0.74
	-0.04

	31
	3.77
	-0.29
	-0.90

	32
	4.30
	0.17
	-0.47

	33
	5.98
	0.10
	0.80

	34
	4.63
	-0.77
	-0.32

	35
	4.14
	0.42
	-0.83

	37
	1.01
	0.39
	0.59

	38
	0.26
	-0.04
	-0.03

	39
	0.27
	-0.02
	0.00

	40
	0.25
	-0.03
	-0.01

	41
	0.21
	-0.06
	-0.01

	42
	0.21
	-0.03
	0.03

	43
	0.21
	-0.02
	0.04

	44
	0.20
	-0.02
	0.01

	45
	0.21
	-0.04
	0.02

	46
	0.26
	-0.05
	-0.01

	47
	0.58
	-0.10
	0.03

	48
	1.09
	0.03
	0.09

	49
	1.48
	0.39
	0.36

	50
	1.85
	0.21
	0.32

	51
	1.72
	0.23
	0.31

	52
	1.73
	0.05
	0.58

	53
	1.87
	0.00
	0.47

	54
	1.66
	-0.13
	0.31

	55
	1.60
	0.18
	0.71

	56
	2.12
	0.11
	0.39

	57
	2.83
	0.44
	0.84

	58
	2.63
	0.09
	0.40

	59
	2.34
	0.06
	0.33

	60
	2.17
	0.07
	0.29

	61
	2.01
	-0.20
	-0.06

	62
	1.93
	0.18
	-0.11

	63
	1.90
	-0.69
	-0.20

	64
	2.13
	-0.79
	-0.20

	65
	1.96
	-0.72
	-0.13

	66
	1.95
	-0.85
	-0.40

	67
	2.06
	-0.33
	-0.53

	68
	2.51
	-0.47
	-0.08

	69
	2.86
	-0.60
	-0.22

	70
	2.88
	-1.39
	-0.32

	71
	3.62
	-2.00
	-0.38

	72
	3.80
	-1.38
	-0.40

	73
	3.94
	-0.28
	-0.49

	74
	4.36
	-0.16
	-1.17


(3) Estuarine and marine areas for the estuaries listed in subsection 62-302.532(1), F.A.C., are delineated in the “Maps of the Florida Estuary Nutrient Regions, dated October 2014, October 2015, July 2019, June 2021, October 2021, March 2023, and June 2024,” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18134), which are incorporated by reference herein. Copies of these maps may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.
(4) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 7-3-12, Amended 12-20-12, 8-1-13, 8-20-13, 6-7-15, 2-17-16, ___.

62-302.533 Dissolved Oxygen Criteria for Class I, Class II, Class III, and Class III-Limited Waters.

(1) Class I, Class III predominantly freshwaters, and Class III-Limited predominantly freshwaters.

(a) through (d) No change.
(e) The baseline distributions and maps showing the specific areas utilized by the Gulf Sturgeon and the Oval Pigtoe Mussel are provided in Appendix I of the “Technical Support Document for the Derivation of Dissolved Oxygen Criteria to Protect Aquatic Life in Florida’s Fresh and Marine Waters, June 2025” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18135), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of Appendix I may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.

(2) through (5) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 8-1-13, 2-17-16,____.

62-302.700 Special Protection, Outstanding Florida Waters, Outstanding National Resource Waters.

(1) through (8) No change. 
(9) Outstanding Florida Waters:

(a) through (h) No change. 
(i) Special Waters.

1. through 17. No change.

18. Lake Powell, Phillips Inlet, and all tributaries to Lake Powell as bounded by the following described line: Begin at the Northwest corner of Section 26, Township 2 South, Range 18 West; thence East to the Northwest corner of Section 29, Township 2 South, Range 17 West; thence South to the Northwest corner of the SW 1/4 of Section 29, Township 2 South, Range 17 West; thence East to the West line of Section 27, Township 2 South, Range 17 West, thence South to the mean high water line of the Gulf of America Mexico; thence meander Northwest along the mean high water line to the West line of Section 35, Township 2 South, Range 18 West; thence North to the point of beginning (8-18-91).
19. through 39. No change.

40. Wiggins Pass Estuarine Area and the Cocohatchee River System – the estuarine and marine waters from the Lee/Collier County line southward through and including Water Turkey Bay to 50 feet north of S.R. 846 (Bluebill Ave.) 1995 right-of-way; the Cocohatchee River downstream from 50 feet west of U.S. 41 1995 right-of-way; and Wiggins Pass; but excluding maintenance dredging as authorized by Section 403.813(1)(f), F.S., in the following areas:
a. Wiggins Pass from the Gulf of America Mexico eastward for 200 linear feet (as measured from the southwestern point of Little Hickory Island),

41. Withlacoochee Riverine and Lake System, including:

a. No change.

b. The lower Withlacoochee River, from the Gulf of America Mexico to the Cross Florida Barge Canal By-Pass Spillway, but not including that portion of the river between Lake Rousseau and the Cross Florida Barge Canal; and,
c. through i. No change. 
(j) through (n) No change.

(10) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.101, 403.141, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 3-1-79, Amended 8-10-80, 8-24-82, 9-30-82, 11-30-82, 2-1-83, 6-1-83, 3-1-84, 8-16-84, 12-11-84, 1-17-85, 5-8-85, 4-29-86, 5-14-86, 5-22-86, 5-28-86, 10-29-86, 2-18-87, 4-9-87, 11-24-87, 12-15-87, 1-26-88, 4-19-88, 12-28-88, 4-10-89, 9-13-89, 10-4-89, 12-20-89, 1-28-90, Formerly 17-3.041, Amended 10-4-90, 11-8-90, 7-11-91, 8-18-91, 12-11-91, 6-18-92, 1-5-93, 8-8-94, Formerly 17-302.700, Amended 1-23-95, 4-3-95, 4-12-95, 7-16-96, 4-4-01, 12-11-03, 1-9-06, 12-7-06,____.

62-302.800 Site Specific Alternative Criteria.
(1) through (5) No change.
(6) Type II site specific alternative criteria apply to the water bodies, or portions of the water bodies, listed below. For dissolved oxygen site specific alternative criteria, normal daily and seasonal fluctuations above the levels listed in the table below shall be maintained. For site specific alternative criteria with seasonal limits, the generally applicable criteria in Rule 62-302.530, F.A.C., apply at other times of the year.

	Water Body and Class
	Site Specific Alternative Criteria
	County(s)

	(a) through (e) No change.

	(f) Northwest Mitigation Area wetlands and Barley Barber Swamp, as delineated on the map titled “Northwest Mitigation Area Wetlands and Barley Barber Swamp Total Ammonia Nitrogen (TAN) SSAC Boundary, August 2020” effective date November 2025 [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18133), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of this map may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. Class III.
	The 30-day average TAN value shall not exceed the average of the values calculated from the following equation, with no single value exceeding 2.5 times the value from the equation: 
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T and pH are defined as the paired temperature (°C) and pH associated with the TAN sample. MIN is the minimum of either 6.920 or 7.547 x 100.028(20-T). For purposes of TAN criteria calculations, pH is subject to the range of 6.5 to 9.0. The pH shall be set at 6.5 if measured pH is < 6.5 and set at 9.0 if the measured pH is > 9.0. Calculated values are expressed as milligrams/L as Total Ammonia Nitrogen (TAN = NH4 + + NH3).
	Martin


Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.502 FS. History–Formerly 17-3.05(4), Amended 3-1-79, 10-2-80, 2-1-83, Formerly 17-3.031, Amended 6-17-92, Formerly 17-302.800, Amended 5-15-02, 1-9-06, 6-28-06, 12-7-06, 8-5-07, 8-5-10, 7-3-12, 8-1-13, 10-6-14, 2-17-16, ____.
Note: The Department is revising the following documents incorporated by reference to comply with Chapter 2025-7, Laws of Florida, by replacing the Gulf of Mexico label that appears on each of the below maps with Gulf of America:

Map of the Nutrient Watershed Regions, incorporated by reference at paragraph 62-302.200(25)(f), F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Bay County, May 2021,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)3., F.A.C. 
“Class II Waters in Charlotte County, April 2022,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)8., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Citrus County, November 2015,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)9., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Collier County (1-2), June 2020,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)11., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Collier County (2-2), September 2019,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)11., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Dixie County, November 2015,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)15., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Escambia County and Santa Rosa County, September 2019” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)17., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Franklin County (1-2), November 2015,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)19., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Franklin County (2-2), November 2015,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)19., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Gulf County, September 2019,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)23., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Pinellas County and Hillsborough County, February 2022,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)29., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Lee County, September 2019,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)36., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Levy County, November 2015,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)38., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Manatee County, March 2021,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)41., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Monroe County (1-2), September 2019,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)44., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Monroe County (2-2), September 2019,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)44., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Okaloosa County, September 2019,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)46., F.A.C.
“Class II Waters in Sarasota County Lemon Bay, January 2022,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)58., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Sarasota County Sarasota Bay, January 2022,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)58., F.A.C.

“Class II Waters in Walton County, November 2015,” incorporated by reference at subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)66., F.A.C.

“Map of Florida Coastal Segments, November 2018,” incorporated by reference at subsection 62-302.532(2), F.A.C.
