Notice of Development of Rulemaking

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-3.0171
Responsibilities of School Districts for Student Transportation

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: This amendment will update the 2020 edition of the Florida School Bus Safety Inspection Manual for 2025; will add a vehicle chart to the existing rule to identify which vehicles are allowed for student transportation; and will update the frequency of school bus inspections to align with industry standards. School bus inspections will be conducted on a quarterly basis with the maximum interval not to exceed 101 calendar days. New technologies for electric school buses necessitate related changes to inspection criteria and procedures, requiring periodic revisions of this publication to ensure school buses remain safe for student transportation. This amendment also establishes the requirement for signage on the exterior of alternate vehicles identifying the vehicle as authorized for student transportation.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: The proposed amendment updates the Florida School Bus Safety Inspection Manual, updates the school bus inspection frequency, introduces new criteria for electric school buses, identifies which vehicles are allowed for transporting students, and establishes exterior signage requirements for alternate vehicles that are used to transport students.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 316.615, 1001.02(1), 1003.31, 1006.21, 1006.22, 1012.45, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 316.615, 1003.31, 1006.22, 1012.45 F.S.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: October 27, 2025, 10:00 a.m., ET

PLACE: Florida Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400 (if requested, a meeting will be held online via Microsoft Teams) @ https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NThhYTA4ZGEtZmY5OS00MDU4LTkwOWMtODFiNWI5NmVmYjFi%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2263bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22a8c889e4-e1d7-4c53-af13-f375e082fc20%22%7d

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Suzanne Pridgeon, Deputy Commissioner. Suzanne.Pridgeon@fldoe.org, (850)245-0406. To comment on this rule development or to request a rule development workshop, please go to https://web02.fldoe.org/rules or contact: Chris Emerson, Director, Office of Executive Management, Christian.Emerson@fldoe.org.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS: Available at https://web02.fldoe.org/rules.
