Miscellaneous

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Division of State Lands
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND GRANT APPLICATION SUBMISSION CYCLE

NOTICE OF GRANT SUBMISSION PERIOD FOR THE LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND PROGRAM

The Department of Environmental Protection (Department) will accept Fiscal Year 2025-2026 grant applications for the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Program, as follows:

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: LWCF is a competitive grant program which provides financial assistance to local governmental entities for the development or acquisition of land for public outdoor recreational purposes pursuant to Sections 258.007 and 375.021(4), F.S. and Rules 62D-5.068 through 62D-5.074, F.A.C.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION PERIOD: November 15, 2025, through December 15, 2025. Completed applications must be postmarked on or before the last date of the submission period, December 15, 2025.
ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS: All county governments and incorporated municipalities of the State of Florida and other legally constituted local governmental entities with the legal responsibility for the provision of outdoor recreational sites and facilities for the use and benefit of the public.

MAXIMUM GRANT REQUEST: The maximum grant request may not exceed $1.5 million. The Department may revise an applicant's requested grant amount based on availability of program funds. Grants must be for the sole purpose of providing outdoor recreation opportunities to the public. Grant awards are contingent upon an annual apportionment from the National Park Service and expenditure authorization by the Florida Legislature. The LWCF grant is provided on a 50%:50% (Program/Grantee) matching basis.

LIMIT TO ONE APPLICATION PER SUBMISSION CYCLE: Eligible applicants may submit only one (1) application per submission cycle. The application may contain no more than one project site except for sandy beach access sites.

DUPLICATE PROJECTS: Pursuant to subsection 62D-5.071(4), F.A.C., an applicant may not submit an application for a project site, including phased projects, if the applicant has an active grant agreement on that project site funded under Land and Water Conservation Fund, Recreational Trails Program or Florida Recreation Development Assistance Program.  An applicant shall not submit the same application, in whole or in part, under LWCF, RTP, or FRDAP in concurrent or overlapping funding cycles.

INELIGIBLE APPLICANTS: Applicants with two active LWCF projects as of the last day of the submission period are prohibited from applying.

APPLICATION INFORMATION: LWCF grant application packets may be obtained electronically at https://floridadep.gov/lands/land-and-recreation-grants/content/land-and-water-conservation-fund-program or you may contact LWCF staff  by phone  (850)245-2783, or U.S. Mail at Department of Environmental Protection, Land and Recreation Grants Section, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Mail Station 585, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.
APPLICATION WEBINAR:  LWCF staff will host a webinar to provide technical assistance to potential grant applicants in understanding the application processes for both development and acquisition projects. 
DATE and TIME: Thursday, October 29, 2025, 10:00 a.m., EST

PLACE: Interested parties may participate via GoToWebinar:

Please register IN ADVANCE at https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4803207101032086624.  After registering, you will receive a confirmation email from customercare@gotowebinar.com containing information about joining the webinar.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services are asked to contact LEP@FloridaDEP.gov  at least forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).
