Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-23.012
Local Educational Agency Partnerships in Apprenticeship and Preapprenticeship

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To set forth requirements for partnership agreements between local educational agencies and apprenticeship or preapprenciship program sponsors. Including, incorporation of a new model partnership agreement template pursuant to s. 446.032, F.S. in 2025. The effect is that new partnerships between LEAs and providers will need to use the new form.

SUMMARY: This is a new rule requiring the use of the standard model contract, incorporated by reference.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, increase regulatory costs, or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S. and will not require legislative ratification. This is based on the nature of the rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 446.032(1), (5), 446.041(13), 1001.02(1), (2)(n) , F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 446.032, 446.041, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: November 13, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Wakulla County School District, 69 Arran Rd, Crawfordville, FL 32327.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Ashley Meros, Ph.D., Chancellor, Division of Career and Adult Education, Ashley.Yopp@fldoe.org, (850)245-9062.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-23.012 Local Educational Agency Partnership in Apprenticeship and Preapprenticeship
(1) Purpose. This rule sets forth the requirements for partnership agreements between local educational agencies and registered apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program sponsors and provides a model contract to be used in those partnerships. The model contract defines roles and responsibilities of each entity in accordance with Section 446.032, F.S. 
(2) Definitions. Unless otherwise specified below, terms in this rule are defined as in Section 446.021, F.S.
(a) “Apprenticeship training representative” or “ATR” means an individual representative of the Department authorized to act on behalf of the Department in matters concerning registered apprenticeship and preapprenticeship. 
(c) “Department” means the Florida Department of Education.
(d) “Local educational agency” or “LEA” means a Florida school district or a Florida College System institution.
(3) Required partnership agreement.
(a) Pursuant to Section 446.032(1)(a)2., F.S., LEAs and apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program sponsors providers that partner to provide apprenticeship or preapprenticeship education and training programs must document the terms of their partnership in an written partnership agreement. The agreement must include, at a minimum:
1. The respective roles of the LEA and apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program provider; and
2. Explanation of how funding will be divided based on the responsibilities the LEA and the apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program provider hold in the partnership agreement, as set forth in Section 446.032(5)(b), F.S. 
(b) Responsibilities of the LEA in the partnership. 
1. The LEA must ensure that all parties understand the total amount of funding and allocations. 
2. The LEA must not impose any additional fees or withhold additional funds beyond the agreed-upon amount in such agreement or contract unless explicitly outlined in the agreement to ensure financial clarity and prevent unexpected costs for apprenticeship and preapprenticeship program sponsors. 
(4) Model partnership agreement. 
(a) LEAs and apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program providers entering into new partnership agreements must use the Model LEA and Apprenticeship/Preapprenticeship Provider Partnership Agreement, effective December 2025 (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18875), pursuant to Section 446.032(5)(a), F.S. The Model Partnership Agreement is hereby incorporated by reference and may be obtained electronically on the Department’s website or from the Office of Apprenticeship, Florida Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, FL, 32399-0400. The Model Partnership Agreement may be modified to add additional terms and conditions that do not conflict with federal or state law.
(b) Partnership agreements, including those that pre-date the effective date of this rule, must be submitted annually to the Department for the upcoming academic year by July 1. Agreements must be submitted via email to the program’s ATR. If the partnership agreement spans multiple years, it does not need to be resubmitted unless there are amendments to the agreement. 
(5) Termination of a partnership agreement. 
(a) If a partnership agreement is terminated, the program sponsor must notify their ATR via email. The sponsor must also state whether the apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program will continue training apprentices or preapprentices and must explain how requirements previously handled by the LEA will be provided. 
(b) If the apprenticeship or preapprenticeship program provider is not going to continue to provide training, the sponsor must follow deregistration procedures set forth in Rule 6A-23.006, F.A.C.
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