Notice of Development of Rulemaking

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

68A-13.0001
Definitions

68A-13.004
Hunting Regulations for Non-Migratory Game and Issuance of Antlerless Deer Permits and Private Lands Deer Management Permits

68A-13.007
Hunting Regulations on Public Small-Game Hunting Areas

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the proposed rule amendment is to update definitions of deer management units (DMUs) and deer hunting zones, make a correction to existing hunting regulations for deer, and revise regulations regarding allowable methods of take and the labeling and use of hunting and other wildlife-recreation equipment on public small-game hunting areas (PSGHAs). The effect of the proposed rule amendment will be to clarify DMU and zonal boundaries for deer hunting, fix a reference that incorrectly excludes deer taken under certain permits from statewide bag and possession limits, align rules for nighttime gun seasons with the original intent of these hunts, and better manage public recreation on lands in the Wildlife Management Area (WMA) system.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Subject areas covered in the proposed rule include the definition of DMUs and deer hunting zones, applicability of certain permits to statewide bag and possession limits for deer, allowable methods of take on PSGHAs, and the use of hunting equipment on PSGHAs.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Paul Scharine, Game Species Management and Public Hunting Section Leader, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)617-9487 or paul.scharine@myfwc.com.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
