Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Building Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

61G20-1.001
Florida Building Code Adopted

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Building Commission has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by Charleston Square Condominium Association, Inc. on July 21, 2025. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: 

Petitioner requested an answer to the following questions, based upon the project described within its petition: 1. Does the Charleston Square Condominium building have three habitable stories pursuant to 553.899(3)(a), Florida Statutes, when the building is a mixed-use condominium, with the first floor being solely commercial spaces, and the second and third floors being residential units? 2. Is there a threshold as to what percentage of the story must be habitable for the entire story to be a “habitable story”? On October 14, 2025, the Commission provided the following answers: In response to Petitioner’s first question, the answer is no. Pursuant to the definition of “habitable space” in the Florida Building Code, Building, 8th (2023), which is more specific to residential living, the existing first floor which consists of commercial spaces (offices, showrooms, storage, and restaurant) is not a habitable story. Therefore, the building in question has only two habitable stories. In response to Petitioner’s second inquiry, this is a question of general applicability, not tied to the petitioner’s particular circumstances, and thus cannot be answered in this declaratory statement. 

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk’s Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)921-0342, AGC.Filing@myfloridalicense.com.
