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NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 51 No. 211, October 29, 2025 issue of the Florida Administrative Register. 
68B-8.002 Definitions.
As used in Chapter 68B-8, F.A.C.:
(1) through (9) No change.
(10) “FMSEA Certification” means documentation validating a person’s completion of the Florida Marine Science Educators Association Aquatic Species Collection workshop.
(10) through (29) renumbered as (11) through (30) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.003 General Conditions and Restrictions.
(1) An SAL or FMSEA Certification is not transferable. 
(2) Law Enforcement Notification – A license holder must provide notice to the Commission’s Division of Law Enforcement of their intent to conduct activities authorized by an SAL or FMSEA Certification no less than 24 hours prior to conducting such activities. The content and submission of such notice shall be made in the manner prescribed on the license holder’s SAL or FMSEA Certification.
(3) Release of Marine Organisms – No marine organism that has been maintained in captivity shall be released unless the release is authorized by an SAL or FMSEA Certification and the release is conducted in accordance with the “Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Policy on the Release of Marine Organisms, September 2009 November 2025,” which is incorporated herein by reference and is available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-17387 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18889.
(4) Tagging of Marine Organisms – No marine organism shall be tagged unless such tagging activity has been authorized pursuant to an SAL or FMSEA Certification. The tagging restrictions of this subsection do not apply to directors of a fishing tournament or their designee who may tag up to five (5) fish per tournament, for purposes of awarding prizes to tournament participants.
(5)(4) Transferability of Marine Organisms – 
(a) The commission may include license conditions or restrictions under an SAL or FMSEA Certification related to the transfer or loan of marine organisms as approriate to the licensed activity.
(b) A marine organism authorized for sale under subsection 68B-8.003(7) 68B-8.003(6), F.A.C., is not eligible for a transfer or loan.
(6)(5) Possession of Marine Organisms After Expiration of an SAL or FMSEA Certification – The Commission recognizes that a marine organism harvested, possessed, or produced pursuant to an SAL or FMSEA Certification may need to be retained for a period of time that extends beyond the expiration date of the SAL or FMSEA Certification issued for the harvest or possession of such marine organism. For this purpose, the following conditions must be met for marine organisms collected or possessed pursuant to the SAL or FMSEA Certification to be legally possessed beyond the expiration of the SAL or FMSEA Certification:
(a) No change.
(b) The SAL or FMSEA Certification, or a copy thereof, that authorized the harvest or possession of the marine organism must be promptly produced at the request of the Commission or an authorized law enforcement officer.
(7)(6) Sale of Marine Organisms – A marine organism harvested pursuant to an SAL or FMSEA Certification shall not be sold unless it was harvested pursuant to a Gear Innovation SAL, Governmental Purpose SAL, Snook SAL, Marine Chemical SAL, or a Nonprofit Corporation SAL, and the sale is conducted in accordance with any condition of sale required by such SAL.
(8)(7) Consumption of Marine Organisms – A marine organism harvested pursuant to an SAL or FMSEA Certification shall not be consumed unless the marine organism was harvested pursuant to a Gear Innovation SAL or a Governmental Purpose SAL.
(9)(8) No change.
(9) renumbered as (10) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.006 Scientific Research Special Activity License.
(1) through (3) No change.
(4) Evaluation Criteria – In addition to the evaluation criteria set forth in subsection 68B-8.003(9) 68B-8.003(8), F.A.C., an application for a Scientific Research SAL will be evaluated based on the following criteria as applicable to the request:
(a) through (b) No change.
(5) through (6) No change. 
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.007 Education/Exhibition Special Activity License.
(1) through (3) No change.
(4) Evaluation Criteria – In addition to the evaluation criteria set forth in subsection 68B-8.003(9) 68B-8.003(8), F.A.C., an application for an Education/Exhibition SAL will be evaluated based on the following criteria as applicable to the request:
(a) through (e) No change.
(5) through (6) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.008 Florida Marine Science Educators Association Certification Aquatic Species Collection Certificate.
(1) The Florida Marine Science Educators Association (FMSEA) Certification Aquatic Species Collection Certificate (ASCC) provides a streamlined process to accommodate authorize members of the educational community with smaller collecting needs to allow them to conduct educational activities with aquatic organisms. A FMSEA Certification holder is exempt from a number of An ASCC provides exemptions to certain saltwater and freshwater resource regulations to allow the holder to collect and possess aquatic organisms for educational purposes.
(2)(a) The Commission may enter into an agreement with a public or private education group or institution to provide Commission-approved training workshops for educators to promote best practices for the collection and maintenance of marine and freshwater organisms for educational activities. 
(b) Training standards – The training curriculum for such workshops must include, but is not limited to, the following subjects:
1. Rationale for collecting aquatic organisms.
2. Alternatives to the collection of live aquatic organisms.
3. Collection methods.
4. Minimization of environmental impacts.
5. Minimization of aquatic organism mortality.
6. Regulations and regulatory requirements.
7. Appropriate gear deployment and use.
8. Establishment of collecting teams.
9. Collection and documentation of field data.
(2)(3) Eligibility – FMSEA Certification An ASCC may be issued only to the following:
(a) An instructor employed by, or under sponsorship of, an a public or private elementary or secondary school.
(b) An instructor employed by, or under sponsorship of, another educational institution or organization with courses of biological or aquatic studies.
(b) through (c) renumbered as (c) through (d) No change.
(3) Workshop Curriculum – FMSEA Certification requires successful completion of a training workshop. The primary workshop objective must be to promote best practices in the collection and maintenance of aquatic organisms for educational activities. The curriculum must include but is not limited to:
(a) Rationale for collecting aquatic organisms.
(b) Alternatives to the collection of live aquatic organisms.
(c) Collection methods.
(d) Minimization of environmental impacts.
(e) Minimization of aquatic organism mortality.
(f) Regulatory concerns.
(g) Appropriate gear deployment and use.
(h) Establishment of collecting teams.
(i) Collection and documentation of field data.
(4) Certification Aquatic Species Collection Certificate Documentation – Upon verification of an applicant’s eligibility and successful completion of the a Commission-approved training workshop, a participant receives a certification that is authorized by both FMSEA and Commission representatives the Commission shall issue an Aquatic Species Collection Certificate to the applicant. The certification:
(a) Authorizes the harvest of certain fresh and saltwater organisms and specifies bag and possession limits.
(b) Authorizes the use of specific scientific, educational, and recreational harvesting gears.
(c) Specifies the fresh and saltwater areas in which harvest of aquatic organisms is allowed.
(d) Provides an exemption from local laws when harvesting in a designated saltwater area.
(5) Certification Period – The certification valid period for a FMSEA Certification an ASCC may not exceed 3 years (36 months).
(6) Authorized Personnel – 
(a) The number of authorized personnel on a FMSEA Certification will be limited to the Certification holder, teaching assistants, and up to 100 students per collecting trip. Both the teaching assistants and students must be operating under the direct supervision of the Certification holder and there must be at least one adult per ten students.
(b)(6) A contractor may not conduct activities authorized pursuant to a FMSEA Certification an Aquatic Species Collection Certificate.
(7) General Aquatic Species Collection Certificate Conditions and Restrictions – The holder of a FMSEA Certification is subject to the General Conditions and Restrictions in subsections 68B-8.003(1) through (8), F.A.C.
(a) A person issued an ASCC must comply with all conditions set forth under an Aquatic Species Collection Certificate. 
(b) A person issued an ASCC is subject to the General Conditions and Restrictions in subsections 68B-8.003(1) through (7), F.A.C.
(c) The Commission may include conditions or restrictions under an Aquatic Species Collection Certificate related to the following subjects as they apply to activities authorized under such Certificate:
1. Conditions related to the harvest of certain marine and freshwater organisms, including bag and possession limits.
2. Conditions related to authorized or prohibited gear, methods, and activities as they apply to marine or freshwater areas.
3. Conditions related to designated authorized and prohibited marine or freshwater areas.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.010 Stock Collection and Release Special Activity License.
(1) through (3) No change.
(4) Evaluation Criteria – In addition to the evaluation criteria set forth in subsection 68B-8.003(9) 68B-8.003(8), F.A.C., an application for a Stock Collection and Release SAL will be evaluated via genetic risk assessment using the flowchart titled, “Decision Process for the Genetic Risk Assessment of Release Activities” (November 2025) which is incorporated herein by reference and is available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18894. A text-only accessible version of the Decision Process for the Genetic Risk Assessment of Release Activities (November 2025) is incorporated herein by reference and is available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18896.

(5) through (7) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.011 Aquaculture Broodstock Collection Special Activity License.
(1) through (3) No change.
(4) Evaluation Criteria – In addition to the evaluation criteria set forth in subsection 68B-8.003(9) 68B-8.003(8), F.A.C., an application for an Aquaculture Broodstock Collection SAL will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
(a) through (k) No change.
(5) No change.
(6) License Period Periods – An Aquaculture Broodstock Collection SAL may be valid for up to 2 years (24 months), provided the licensee maintains the valid certification(s) required for eligibility under paragraphs 68B-8.011(2)(b) or (c), F.A.C.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (6)(b), an Aquaculture Broodstock Collection SAL may be valid for up to 2 years (24 months), provided the licensee maintains the valid certification(s) required for eligibility under 68B-8.011(2)(b) and (c). 
(b) The license period for an Aquaculture Broodstock Collection SAL issued for the collection of a prohibited species may be valid for up to 1 year (12 months) provided the licensee maintains the valid certification(s) required for eligibility under 68B-8.011(2)(b) and (c).
(7) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
68B-8.012 Snook Special Activity License. 
(1) through (3) No change. 
(4) Evaluation Criteria – In addition to the evaluation criteria set forth in subsection 68B-8.003(9) 68B-8.003(8), F.A.C., an application for a Snook SAL for the harvest of broodstock, and production, possession, transport, transfer or sale of the broodstock progeny will be evaluated based on the following criteria:
(a) through (j) No change.
(5) through (9) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: February 1, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-04, Amended 11-19-09, 5-19-25, 2-1-26.
