Miscellaneous

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
St. Johns River Water Management District
ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AND SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT GIVE NOTICE OF DISTRICT DECISION

The St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) and Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) give notice of their decision approving the 2025 Implementation Strategy for the Lower Santa Fe and Ichetucknee Rivers and Priority Springs (LSFIR) Minimum Flows and Levels (MFLs) (hereafter the 2025 Implementation Strategy).  The Lower Santa Fe and Ichetucknee Rivers and Priority Springs are located in Alachua, Columbia, Gilchrist, and Suwannee Counties.  The 2025 Implementation Strategy was jointly developed by the SJRWMD and the SRWMD in coordination with stakeholders and is consistent with the provisions for establishing and implementing minimum flows and levels (MFLs) provided for in subsections 373.0421(2) and 373.805(2) of the Florida Statutes (F.S.).  The 2025 Implementation Strategy is available at:  https://www.sjrwmd.com/documents/mfl/#strategies.

The file(s) containing the 2025 Implementation Strategy are available for inspection Monday through Friday, except for legal holidays, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at the following locations: St. Johns River Water Management District Headquarters, 4049 Reid St., Palatka, Florida, 32177-2529; and Suwannee River Water Management District Headquarters, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060.  If you wish to receive a copy, please submit your request to the Office of Business and Administrative Services, St. Johns River Water Management District; or the Records Manager / District Records Custodian, Suwannee River Water Management District. You may also review these documents by using your web browser to go to the website described above.

A person whose substantial interests may be affected by the Districts’ decision on the 2025 Implementation Strategy has the right to request an administrative hearing in accordance with Section 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., and Chapter 28-106, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). Persons seeking a hearing on the Districts’ decision which affects or may affect their substantial interests shall file a petition for an administrative hearing in accordance with the filing instructions set forth herein, within twenty-one (21) days of the publication of this notice. A petition must comply with Sections 120.54(5)(b)4. and 120.569(2)(c), F.S., and Chapter 28-106, F.A.C.  Mediation pursuant to Section 120.573, F.S., is not available.  Because the administrative hearing process is designed to formulate final agency action, the timely filing of a petition may result in the Districts’ final action being different from their original action.  Any person who receives written notice of the District’s decision and fails to file a petition (written request for a hearing) within 21 days of the publication of this notice waives the right to request a hearing on that decision.

A petition requesting an administrative hearing must be filed in accordance with the following:

·         For those whose substantial interests are affected within the SJRWMD, a request for hearing must be filed with (received by) the District either by delivery at the office of the District Clerk at District Headquarters, P. O. Box 1429, Palatka Florida 32178-1429 (4049 Reid St., Palatka, FL  32177) or by e-mail with the District Clerk at Clerk@sjrwmd.com. A petition for an administrative hearing is deemed filed upon receipt of the complete petition by the District Clerk at the District Headquarters in Palatka, Florida.  Petitions received by the District Clerk after 5:00 p.m., or on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, shall be deemed filed as of 8:00 a.m. on the next regular District business day.  The District’s acceptance of petitions filed by e-mail is subject to certain conditions set forth in the District’s Statement of Agency Organization and Operation (issued pursuant to Rule 28-101.001, F.A.C.), which is available at https://aws.sjrwmd.com/SJRWMD/Statement-of-Agency-Organization-and-Operation.pdf.  These conditions include, but are not limited to, the petition being in the form of a PDF or TIFF file and being capable of being stored and printed by the District.  Further, pursuant to the District’s Statement of Agency Organization and Operation, attempting to file a petition by facsimile (fax) is prohibited and shall not constitute filing. For additional information on filing a petition requesting an administrative hearing within the SJRWMD, you may visit www.sjrwmd.com/permitting/notice-of-rights/. 

·         For those whose substantial interests are affected within the SRWMD, a petition for administrative hearing must be filed either by hand delivery, U.S. Mail, or by electronic transmission (facsimile) to the Agency Clerk, at Suwannee River Water Management District Headquarters, 9225 County Road 49, Live Oak, FL 32060; or 386.362.1056 (fax). A petition for an administrative hearing is deemed filed upon receipt of the complete petition by the Agency Clerk at the District Headquarters in Live Oak, Florida.  Petitions received by the Agency Clerk after 5:00 p.m., or on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, shall be deemed filed as of 8:00 a.m. on the next regular District business day.  The District’s acceptance of petitions filed by electronic transmission (facsimile) is subject to certain conditions set forth in the District’s Statement of Agency Organization and Operation (issued pursuant to Rule 28-101.001, F.A.C.), which is available at www.mysuwanneeriver.com/DocumentCenter/View/18760/SRWMD-Agency-Statement-of-Organization-and-Operation?bidId=.
