Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
65C-29.002
Reports of Child Abuse, Neglect or Abandonment

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Amendments align language with Department policy regarding reports of child abuse, neglect, or abandonment.

SUMMARY: Amendments include (1) cleaning up language, (2) adds what an additional investigation includes, (3) adds what does not constitute a reports or abuse, neglect or abandonment.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
A SERC has not been prepared.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. Based upon this analysis, the Department has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 39.012, 39.0121, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 39.201, F.S
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Elizabeth Floyd. Elizabeth can be reached at Elizabeth.Floyd@myflfamilies.com or (850)488-2381.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
65C-29.002 Reports of Child Abuse, Neglect or Abandonment.
(1) through (2) No change. 
(3) In instances where the alleged perpetrator’s caregiver status exact relationship to the child is unknown or unclear, a report shall be accepted and an investigation commenced until such time that the alleged perpetrator’s role as a caregiver can be determined.
(4) When a report is being accepted, the Florida Abuse Hotline counselor shall ask all reporters to provide the following information:
(a) Information regarding subjects of the report including name, race, sex gender, date of birth, social security number, ethnicity, school, employment, address, phone number and/or other acceptable means to locate the victim if the address is not known;
(b) through (i) No change. 
(5) The Florida Abuse Hotline shall process and document all allegations reported.
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) The Florida Abuse Hotline counselor shall search the comprehensive statewide automated child welfare information system to determine if the victim, alleged perpetrator, or other subjects of the report have any active, open investigations or history of prior reports or service provision. The Florida Abuse Hotline counselor shall provide this information to child protective investigation staff at the time of report notification.
(6) Depending upon the timing and type of information received, reports shall be entered into the comprehensive statewide automated child welfare information system as “Initial” investigations, “Additional” investigations, or “Supplemental” reports.
(a) No change. 
(b) Additional Investigations: Additional investigations are reports containing new information about one or more subjects of an active, open investigation.
1. An additional investigation includes any of the following:
a. through d. No change. 
e. A new incident of the same maltreatment, or
f. New information that requires an immediate response, or.
g. A child dies due to maltreatment during an open protective investigation.
2. If any of the following apply, a new investigation identified by a different report number shall be created:
a. No change. 
b. A child dies due to maltreatment during an active investigation and the suspected cause of death is not related to the initial allegations under investigation. When new incidents of maltreatment are believed to be the cause of the child’s death, the child protective investigator shall immediately report the child’s death to the Florida Abuse Hotline and a new report shall be generated.
c. through d. are redesignated b. through c. No change. 
(c) through (d) No change. 
(e) The following do not constitute reports of abuse, neglect or abandonment but callers shall be given appropriate community referral information if available:
1. through 13. No change. 
14. Calls concerning emancipated minors living on their own,.
15. Calls alleging that a parent or caregiver refers to a child only by pronouns that correspond to the child’s sex, refuses to refer to a child by pronouns that do not correspond to the child’s sex, or refuses to otherwise affirm a child’s perception of his or her sex, if that perception is inconsistent with the child’s sex. 
Rulemaking Authority 39.012, 39.0121 FS. Law Implemented 39.201 FS. History–New 5-4-06, Amended 12-31-14, 8-23-18,________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Terrance Watts
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