Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
65C-30.001
Definitions

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Remove obligations of sheriff offices providing child protective services and update definitions.

SUMMARY: Amendments: (1) removes definitions, (2) adds definitions, (3) corrects definitions, (4) updates citations, (5) incorporates CFOP 170-04, and (6) removes sheriff references.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
A SERC has not been prepared.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. Based upon this analysis, the Department has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 39.012, 39.0121, 39.5085(2)(a), 409.175(5) F.S.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 39.401(3), 39.5085, 39.521, 39.701, 409.145(1), 409.165(1), 409.401, 409.175 F.S.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Elizabeth Floyd. Elizabeth can be reached at Elizabeth.Floyd@myflfamilies.com or (850)488-2381.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

65C-30.001 Definitions.
This rule includes the definitions for the following rules: Chapter 65C-15, F.A.C., “Child-Placing Agencies”; Chapter 65C-16, F.A.C., “Adoptions”; Chapter 65C-28, F.A.C., “Out-Of-Home Care”; Chapter 65C-29, F.A.C., “Protective Investigations”; Chapter 65C-30, F.A.C., “General Child Welfare Provisions”; Chapter 65C-44, F.A.C., “Guardianship Assistance Program” and Chapter 65C-45, F.A.C., “Levels of Licensure.”; and Chapter 65C-46, F.A.C., “Child-Caring Agency Licensing.”
(1) through (5) No change.
(6) “Application Packet” means the entire set of completed documents required by the child-placing agency, child-caring agency, and foster home to provide that are provided by attestation or in whole to the Department for review when requesting the issuance of a license as an out-of-home caregiver.
(7) “Attestation” means a community-based care lead agency’s certification that supporting documentation for the initial licensure or re-licensure of a family foster home is in compliance Section 409.175, F.S., with Florida state law and Chapter 65C-45 Rules 65C-13.023, 65C-13.024, 65C-13.025, and 65C-13.028, F.A.C.
(8) through (11) No change.
(12) “Case File” means all information for a case contained in the Department’s comprehensive child welfare information system (CCWIS), also referred to as the child welfare information system i.e., Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN), as well as the supporting documentation gathered during provision of services to that family. The “case file” may also refer to a duplicate, paper copy of the electronic case file and the supporting paper documentation. The Department’s CCWIS is the official system of record for each intake, investigation, and all subsequent casework to provide a complete, current, accurate and unified case history.
(13) through (15) No change. 
(16) “Child Maltreatment Index” is a document that defines specific types of abuse, neglect or abandonment; and guides decision making by staff at the Florida Abuse Hotline and Child Protective Investigations regarding screening decisions and investigative findings. The “Child Maltreatment Index,” CF Operating Procedure No. 170-4, (October 2025) 175-04, October 2015, is incorporated by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18938 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06454.
(17) No change. 
(18) “Child-Placing Agency” as defined in s. 409.175, F.S. means any person, corporation, or agency, public or private, other than the parent or legal guardian of the child or an intermediary acting pursuant to Chapter 63, F.S., that is licensed pursuant to section 409.175, F.S., and places or arranges for the placement of a child in a family foster home, residential child caring agency, or approved adoptive home, and provides any of the necessary adoptive services listed under subsection (3) of this rule or any corporation or agency under contract with the Department as a community-based care lead agency.
(19) “Child Protection Services” or “Child Welfare Services” as defined in s. 402.40(2), F.S. means core child protection programs, such as the Florida Abuse Hotline, protective investigations, protective supervision, post-placement supervision, foster care and other out-of-home care, or adoption services.
(20) through (21) No change. 
(22) “Child Welfare Professional” as defined in Rule 65C-33.001, F.A.C. means an individual who is primarily responsible for case activities that has met the criteria for Florida Certification as a Child Protective Investigator, Case Manager or a Licensing Counselor.
(23) through (27) No change. 
(28) “Community-Based Care (CBC)” or “lead agency” as defined in s. 409.986, F.S. means the system of care for the provision of all child welfare services – with the exception of child protective investigations and the Florida Abuse Hotline. The delivery model is utilization of privatized contractors that determine the needs and develop the resources for the community being served, in addition to core requirements outlined in Florida Statute or Florida Administrative Code, or as stipulated per contract with the Department.
(29) No change. 
(30) “Comprehensive Child Welfare Information System (CCWIS)” (i.e., Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN)), means the Department’s comprehensive, statewide automated system case tool that supports child welfare practice. A CCWIS holds the state’s official case file for all children and families served and licensed providers and eligibility determinations to support IV-E reimbursement.
(31) No change. 
(32) “Conditions for Return” means a written statement or statements of the specific family conditions, circumstances, or behaviors that must exist within a child’s home before a child can safely return and remain in the home with an in-home safety plan while the parents continue to work towards reaching case plan outcomes or be in place in order to meet the criteria for the child to be returned home safely.
(33) through (41) No change. 
(42) “Level II Enhanced Level II Foster Home” means a foster home in which the caregivers have completed additional training hours as specified in Rule 65C-45.002, F.A.C., is designed to accept placements for children with enhanced complexities, to include sibling groups, and is eligible to receive enhanced foster care room and board payments.
(43) through (53) No change. 
(54) “Licensing Foster Care Referrals” mean calls to the Florida Abuse Hotline regarding concerns about the care provided in a licensed foster home or child-caring agency and by the child-placing agency, group home or emergency shelter that do not meet the criteria for acceptance of a report of abuse, neglect or abandonment.
(55) through (56) No change. 
(57) “Home Study” means the written documentation of an on-site assessment completed prior to the child’s placement that evaluates the caregiver’s capacity to provide a safe, stable and supportive home environment, and determines if the physical environment is safe and can meet the child’s needs.
(58) through (67) are redesignated (57) through (66)
(68) “Lead Agency” means an “eligible lead community-based care provider” as defined in Section 409.986(3)(d), F.S.
(69) is redesignated (67) No change. 
(68)(70) “Licensed Out-of-Home Caregiver” means any person or agency licensed under Section 409.175, F.S., to provide 24 hour care. This term also refers to foster parents.
(71) is redesignated (69) No change. 
(72) “Licensing Service Agreement” means a written agreement signed by licensed out-of-home caregivers that specifies duties and responsibilities over children served.
(73) is redesignated (70) No change. 
(74) “Missing Child Emergency” means situations that require immediate actions when a child appears to be missing.
(71)(75) “No Jurisdiction” means a designation given to abuse reports that have been accepted by the Florida Abuse Hotline, but upon further investigation or after the initial contact, the CPI determines that the Department or sheriff’s office does not have the authority to investigate because the allegations and/or facts surrounding the report do not meet statutory criteria including:
(a) through (e) No change. 
(72)(76) “Non-judicial case” means the child has the childen have been determined to be unsafe, a safety plan is required and the family has consented to services and supervision aimed at addressing the conditions that make the child unsafe.
(77) is redesignated (73) No change. 
(78) “On-Site Visit” means a face-to-face visit by a child welfare professional with the child or other subjects of the report at sites other than the child welfare professional’s office location.
(79) through (81) are redesignated (74) through (76) No change. 
(77)(82) “Out-of-Home Care” means the placement of a child in licensed and approved non-licensed settings, arranged and supervised by the Department or contracted service provider, outside of the home of the parent.
(83) “Out-of-Town Inquiry (OTI)” means a request for assistance that originates from intrastate, interstate or authorized international sources.
(84) through (88) are redesignated (78) through (82) No change. 
(89) “Personal Profile” means the documents from foster parent training that provide the participant’s personal history and are considered in assessing his or her suitability as a licensed out-of-home caregiver.
(90) is redesignated (83) No change. 
(91) “Placement for Adoption” or “To Place for Adoption” means “placement” as defined in subsection 65C-16.001(24), F.A.C.
(92) through (94) are redesignated (84) through (86) No change.
(95) “ Private Adoption Agency” means a private child placing agency that places or arranges for placement of a child in an approved adoptive home and provides adoptive services for a child who does not have an open dependency case and is not in custody of the Department.
(96) through (99) are redesignated (87) through (90) No change. 
(100) “Region” means a geographical area through which the Department and community-based care providers plan and administer their programs.
(101) through (103) are redesignated (91) through (93) No change. 
(94)(104) “Report” or “Hotline Report” or “Intake” means the document created from an allegation to the Florida Abuse Hotline alleging knowledge or a suspicion that a child has been abused, neglected, or abandoned by a parent, guardian, adult household member or other person responsible for a child’s welfare.
(105) through (112) are redesignated (95) through (102) No change. 
(103) “Sex” means the classification of a person as either male or female based on the organization of the human body of such person for a specific reproductive role, as indicated by the person’s sex chromosomes, naturally occurring sex hormones, and internal and external genitalia present at birth.
(113) through (114) are redesignated (104) through (105) No change. 
(106)(115) “Special Condition Referrals” means requests brought to the attention of the Department that require a response by the Department, investigating sheriff, or lead agency. These requests do not constitute willful abuse, neglect, or abandonment. These include the following situations:
(a) through (d) No change. 
(e) Licensing Foster care referrals, or
(f) Service referrals, or Reports of child on child abuse.
(g) Reports of child on child abuse.
(116) “Statewide Automated Child Welfare Information System (SACWIS)” (i.e., Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN)), means the Department’s comprehensive, statewide automated case tool that supports child welfare practice. A SACWIS holds the state’s official case file for all children and families served.
(117) is redesignated (107) No change. 
(118) “Suitable” or “Suitability” for residential treatment means a determination by a Qualified Evaluator that a child with an emotional disturbance as defined in Section 394.492(5), F.S., or a serious emotional disturbance or mental illness as defined in Section 394.492(6), F.S., meets the statutory criteria for placement in a residential treatment center.
(119) through (121) are redesignated (108) through (110) No change. 
(122) “Therapeutic Foster Care” means a program that provides mental health services for children with emotional and behavioral disturbances living in a family foster home.
(123) through (124) are redesignated (111) through (112) No change. 
(113)(125) “Unified Home Study” or “homestudy” means written documentation of an on-site assessment of a potential caregiver that is completed prior to the child’s placement to evaluate the caregiver’s capacity to provide a safe, residing in Florida to determine if he or she is responsible and capable of providing a physically safe enviornment and a stable, and supportive home environment, and determines if the physical environment is safe and can for children under his or her care and that he or she will be able to meet the child’s children’s well-being needs.
(126) through (127) are redesignated (114) through (115) No change. 
(128) This rule shall be replaced within five years from the effective date, if not renewed.
Rulemaking Authority 39.012, 39.0121, 39.5085(2)(a), 409.175(5) FS. Law Implemented 39.401(3), 39.5085, 39.521, 39.701, 409.145(1), 409.165(1), 409.401, 409.175 FS. History–New 5-4-06, Amended 2-25-16, 6-29-17, 12-4-17, 10-22-18, 6-3-20, 10-24-21,  .
“Child Maltreatment Index,” CF Operating Procedure No. 170-4 is substantially rewritten. See F.A.C. for recent text at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06454.
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