Notice of Development of Rulemaking

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

62-761.100
Intent

62-761.200
Definitions

62-761.210
Reference Guidelines

62-761.300
Applicability

62-761.350
Operator Training and Certification

62-761.400
Facility Registration

62-761.405
Notification

62-761.420
Financial Responsibility

62-761.430
Incidents

62-761.440
Discharges

62-761.500
Storage Tank System Requirements

62-761.600
Release Detection Requirements

62-761.700
Repairs, Operation and Maintenance

62-761.710
Recordkeeping

62-761.800
Out-of-Service and Closure Requirements

62-761.850
Alternative Procedures, Equipment Registration and Registration of Operator Training Providers

62-761.900
Storage Tank Forms

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Division of Waste Management proposes to amend Chapter 62-761, F.A.C., Underground Storage Tank Systems, to make updates and clarifications to the rules as well as adding new requirements to protect the waters of the State of Florida. Some of the proposed amendments for this chapter are in response to DEP’s 2025 rule review pursuant to Section 120.5435, Florida Statutes.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: The current proposed amendments include updating and clarifying regulatory language not previously revised and addressing statutory requirements presented during the 2025 rule review. The amendments will also include adding three new definitions, clarifying others, removing obsolete language, updating reference guidelines to the newest editions, moving Registration of Operator Training Providers under the Operator Training rule, adding a new provision to annually test shear valves, limiting the number of repairs to storage tanks with field fabricated internal secondary containment (liners), requiring facilities wanting to do a limited closure to be in compliance at the time of closure, updating two forms and the guidance document Instructions for Conducting Sampling During Underground Storage Tank Closure.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 376.30, 376.303, FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 376.30, 376.301, 376.303, 376.30716, 376.3077, 376.308, 376.309, 376.315, 403.021, 403.061, 403.077, 403.091, 403.141, 403.161, 489.133, FS.

A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: February 19, 2026, 9:00 a.m. to no later than 11:30 a.m.

PLACE: DEP Douglas Building, 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Conference Room 137, Tallahassee, FL.

The public may attend this workshop in person or virtually via Microsoft Teams. To attend virtually, please contact Natasha "Tash" Toth to register at tanknotify@dep.state.fl.us. After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing a link to join the workshop virtually.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations to participate in this workshop under the American Disability Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator within ten (10) days of publication of this notice at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Natasha "Tash" Toth. Please contact Tash by email at tanknotify@dep.state.fl.us or Natasha.Toth@FloridaDEP.gov, or by phone at (850)245-8905, or by writing to the Department of Environmental Protection, MS 4550, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400. The draft rule revision documentation is available online at https://floridadep.gov/waste.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
