Notice of Proposed Rule

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
South Florida Water Management District
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
40E-1.607
Permit Application Processing Fees

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The South Florida Water Management District (“District”) is proposing to amend Rule 40E-1.607 as follows: 1) reduce the transfer fee for consumptive use permits (“CUP”) to zero; 2) add a new CUP fee category for a 30-day backup supply for interrupted reclaimed water service; and 3) add a new CUP fee category to allow for the crediting of the processing fee for a CUP application that is withdrawn to a new application or notice received from the same applicant if done within 365 days from when the original application was withdrawn. The proposed amendments will reduce regulatory costs and will make the District’s CUP program consistent with its environmental resource permitting program.

SUMMARY: In order to be consistent with the environmental resource permitting program, the proposed amendments to Rule 40E-1.607 will change the transfer fee for water use permits to zero, add a new CUP fee category to allow the crediting of the processing fee for a CUP application that is withdrawn to a new application or notice received from the same applicant if done within 365 days from when the original application was withdrawn. The proposed amendments to Rule 40E-1.607 will also include a new CUP fee category for a 30-day backup supply for interrupted reclaimed water service.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The District completed the Governor’s Office of Fiscal Accountability and Regulatory Reform’s (OFARR) form “Is a SERC Required?” and prepared a SERC, both of which are available upon request. Based on the completed “Is a SERC Required?” form and the District’s SERC and analysis performed to prepare and complete said documents, the proposed rule amendment does not require legislative ratification pursuant to subsection 120.541(3), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 373.044, 373.109, 373.113, 373.171, 373.421(2), 373.421(6)(b), 373.4131, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 218.075, 373.109, 373.4131, 373.421(2), 373.421(6)(b), 403.201, FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Simon Sunderland, Bureau Chief - Water Use, Regulation Division, South Florida Water Management District, ssunder@sfwmd.gov, (561)682-2705.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

40E-1.607 Permit Application Processing Fees 
A permit application processing fee is required and shall be paid to the District when certain applications are filed pursuant to District rules. An application shall not be considered complete until the appropriate application fee is submitted. These fees are assessed in order to defray the cost of evaluating, processing, monitoring, and inspecting for compliance required in connection with consideration of such applications. Fees are non-refundable in whole or part unless the activity for which an application is filed is determined by the District to be exempt or the fee submitted is determined by the District to be incorrect. Failure of any person to pay the applicable fees established herein will result in denial of an application. Activities that do not require a permit and are exempt pursuant to Rule 40E-2.051 or 40E-3.051, F.A.C., are not subject to the following permit application fees. The District’s permit application processing fees are as follows: 
(1) Water Use Permit Application processing fees are in the following table:  
	TABLE 40E-1.607(1) 

	PERMIT APPLICATION PROCESSING FEES FOR  WATER USE PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

	REVIEWED PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 40E-2, F.A.C. 

	Fee amounts shall apply to applications for new permits, permit modifications, and permit renewals, except as noted. 

	Category  
	Amount  

	Individual Permit, except Mining/Dewatering (applies to all durations). Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Up to 3 million gallons per month (mgm).  
	$350  

	Greater than 3 mgm through 15 mgm.  
	$1,000  

	Individual Public Water Supply with a duration less than 20 years.  
	  

	Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm  
	$2,700  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm  
	$5,500  

	Greater than 300 mgm  
	$7,000  

	Individual Public Water Supply with a duration of at least 20 years.  
	  

	Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$4,200  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$8,500  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$11,500  

	Individual Irrigation with a duration less than 20 years.  
	  

	Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm.  
	$1,000  

	Individual Irrigation with a duration of at least 20 years.  
	  

	Maximum Monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$1,600  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$3,400  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$5,600  

	Individual Mining/Dewatering.  
	  

	Standard Individual Permit with a total project duration of up to one year.  
	$500  

	Standard Individual Permit with a total project duration of greater than one year.  
	$1,800  

	Master Individual Permit.  
	$4,000  

	Individual Commercial/Industrial with a duration less than 20 years.  
	  

	Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$1,400  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$2,750  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$3,500  

	Individual Commercial/Industrial with a duration of at least 20 years.  
	  

	Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$2,000  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$3,650  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$5,600  

	Individual Diversion and Impoundment with a duration less than 20 years. Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$1,400  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$2,750  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$3,500  

	Individual Diversion and Impoundment with a duration of at least 20 years. Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$2,000  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$3,950  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$6,200  

	Independent Secondary User of a Diversion and Impoundment (applies to all durations).  
	  

	Maximum monthly allocation:  
	  

	Greater than 15 mgm through 30 mgm.  
	$1,000  

	Greater than 30 mgm through 300 mgm.  
	$2,000  

	Greater than 300 mgm.  
	$3,200  

	Noticed General Water Use Permit.  
	  

	Applications for a 30-day backup supply for interrupted reclaimed water service. 
	$500 

	Applications filed electronically at www.sfwmd.gov/ePermitting.  
	$100  

	Application filed by other means.  
	$350  

	Aquifer Storage and Recovery: cost added to the applicable use type listed above.  
	$1,000  

	Permit Transfer to Another Entity Pursuant to Rules 40E-0.107 and 40E-2.351, F.A.C. 
	no fee $300 

	Letter Modification.  
	no fee  

	General Permit by Rule.  
	no fee  

	Withdrawal of Application for Individual or Conceptual Approval Prior to Agency Action – any processing fee submitted with that application shall be applied to the processing fee for a new application or notice received from the same applicant if done within 365 days from when the original application was withdrawn, provided the activity is located within all or part of the same project area. In such case, additional processing fees will be required only to collect the balance due for the activities proposed in the revised application or notice. For resubmittal, within 365 days of an application for the same project that was previously withdrawn under Chapter 40E-2, F.A.C., any fee paid as part of the previous application will be applied toward the fee required for the application under this rule. Processing fees previously paid for an application or notice that was denied by the Agency shall not be applied to a new or revised application or notice. 


(2) through (7) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority: 373.044, 373.109, 373.113, 373.171, 373.421(2), 373.421(6)(b), 373.4131 F.S. Laws Implemented 218.075, 373.109, 373.4131, 373.421(2), 373.421(6)(b), 403.201, F.S. History- New 1-8-89, Amended 1-2-91, 11-15-92, 6-1-93, 1-23-94, 10-3-95, 4-1-96, 11-8-99, 5-24-00, 6-26-02, 7-11-02, 8-10-03, 8-14-03, 11-18-07, 11-1-09, 12-15-11, 10-23-12, 10-1-13, 7-31-14, 9-7-15, 8-7-16,      . 
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Simon Sunderland, Bureau Chief – Water Use, Regulation Division

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: South Florida Water Management District Governing Board

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 13, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: January 7, 2025
