Notice of Development of Rulemaking 
FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Vessel Registration and Boating Safety
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68D-24.109
Withlacoochee River Boating Restricted Areas

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: These amendments reflect updated National Weather Service (NWS) data collection methods for existing boating-restricted areas (designated as Idle Speed No Wake during times of flooding) along the Withlacoochee River. The NWS has designated an “action stage” for three of the four water level gauges FWC monitors on the river. The action stage represents the level of a rising stream at which mitigation measures become necessary in preparation for possible significant hydrologic activity. Action stages will replace the current outdated numerical measurements to allow for consistency and simplicity. For the fourth gauge, the rule will be amended to reflect NOAA’s revised data collection methods. In addition, amendments will remove all Withlacoochee River closure provisions from this rule as Florida law does not authorize the Commission to establish closure areas.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Withlacoochee River from Big Flat Rock south to CSX Railway Trestle lying within Citrus, Hernando, Marion, and Sumter counties.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 327.04, FS; 327.40, 327.41, FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 327.40, 327.41, FS.

IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Major William Holcomb, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600, William.holcomb@myfwc.com.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.

