Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT TRUST FUND
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection announces a public meeting to which all persons are invited.

DATES AND TIMES: Tuesday, January 20, 2026, 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.; Wednesday, January 21, 2026 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.; Wednesday, January 28, 4:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

PLACES: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81824367170 (Jan 20)

South Regional/Broward College Library Branch, 7300 Pines Boulevard, Pembroke Pines, FL 33024 (Jan 21)

Palm Beach County Library, 3650 Summit Boulevard, West Palm Beach 33406 (Jan 28)

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: The Florida Department of Environmental Protection is finalizing the Kristin Jacobs Coral Aquatic Preserve (KJCAP) Management Plan, Florida’s most recently designated aquatic preserve, and welcomes public input on its draft management plan, available at https://floridadep.gov/rcp/aquatic-preserve/documents/kristin-jacobs-coral-aquatic-preserve-draft-management-plan.

The objectives of this series of public meetings are to:

• Provide historical context on the formation of DEP’s Coral Reef Conservation Program and the KJCAP. 

• Provide background on Chapter 259.032, Florida Statute, which stipulates that aquatic preserve management plans shall be developed with input from the public, and outline the timeline for the subsequent steps of this process. 

• Outline work completed to date during the drafting of the KJCAP management plan. 

• Create a forum to collect feedback in a variety of formats 

• Create an in-person environment that enables fruitful discussions amongst members of the public and KJCAP staff.

To that end, the in-person meetings will be structured in the spirit of an open house, with various stations set up to align with the different thematic issue areas found within the draft management plan. The hope is to create an interactive experience that will allow members of the public to connect and engage with the KJCAP management plan in the ways that are most relevant to their interests. 

Feedback matters to ensure that the resulting KJCAP management plan is a robust document that is representative of the broader community and will provide the necessary guidance to thoughtfully manage the unique ecosystem that is the KJCAP. Please attend to learn about the proposed plans for the KJCAP region and provide input.

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Stephanie Stinson by email: Stephanie.Stinson@FloridaDEP.gov; phone: (561)681-6630; or mail: 3301 Gun Club Road, B-2, West Palm Beach, FL, 33406 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov at least ten (10) days before the meeting. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).
