Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

OTHER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
HNTB
The The Florida Department of Transportation, District One announces a hearing to which all persons are invited.

DATE AND TIME: In-Person: Thursday, January 8, 2026, 5:30 p.m.

Virtual: Tuesday, January 13, 2026, 6:00 p.m.

PLACE: Turner Agri-Civic Center, 2250 NE Roan St., Arcadia, FL 34266 
Virtual Link: https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5211353514640624469

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) invites you to a public hearing for the State Road (S.R.) 70 Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study from West of S.R. 31 to Southeast Highlands County Line Rd., in DeSoto County, FPID 451942-1 on Thursday, January 8, 2026 or virtually on Tuesday, January 13, 2026.

FDOT is conducting a PD&E study to evaluate options for widening S.R. 70 in DeSoto County. The project limits cover approximately 16.7 miles of S.R. 70 from West of S.R. 31 to Southeast Highlands County Line Road. The intent of this study is to evaluate widening the existing two-lane undivided roadway to a four-lane divided roadway. Additional improvements that will be evaluated as part of the proposed project include bridge replacements, intersection improvements, stormwater management, wildlife crossings, and bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. 
You can participate in-person or virtually. The information presented during either format will be the same and all attendees will have opportunity to comment. 
IN-PERSON OPTION: 
Thursday, January 8, 2026

Turner Agri-Civic Center

2250 NE Roan St., Arcadia, FL 34266 
5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Open house

6:00 p.m. Formal presentation and comment period

VIRTUAL OPTION: 
Tuesday, January 13, 2026

Register in advance: 
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5211353514640624469 
6:00 p.m. Formal presentation and comment period

Please review the materials on the project webpage before attending the virtual event (www.swflroads.com/project/451942-1). Materials will be posted by Tuesday, December 30, 2025.

This hearing is being conducted to present the preferred alternative and all analysis to date, as well as to give interested persons an opportunity to express their views concerning the location, conceptual design, and social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed improvements. 
Project documents will be available for public viewing from December 17, 2025 to January 27, 2026, at DeSoto County Library, 125 N Hillsborough Ave, Arcadia, FL 34266 and at FDOT District One Headquarters, 801 N. Broadway Ave., Bartow, FL 33830. They will also be available on the project webpage. Please contact the Project Representative, Joe Lauk, at (863)334-7056 to schedule an appointment to review documents at FDOT District One Headquarters.

If you are unable to attend the hearing, comments can also be provided through the project webpage (www.swflroads.com/project/451942-1) or by email (joe.lauk@dot.state.fl.us) or mail (FDOT District One, Attn: Joseph M. Lauk, 801 N. Broadway Ave., MS 1-41, Bartow, FL 33830). While comments about the project are accepted at any time, they must be received or postmarked by Tuesday, January 27, 2026, to be included in the formal hearing record. All comments are weighted equally. Questions can be answered by calling the FDOT project representative Joe M. Lauk, Patel, Green and Associates, LLC (PGA), GEC Consultant Support for FDOT District One, Florida Department of Transportation at (863)519-2525. 
A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Joe M. Lauk, at joe.lauk@dot.state.fl.us, or call (863)334-7056.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 7 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: Cynthia Sykes, District One Title VI Coordinator, by phone at (863)519-2287, or email at cynthia.sykes@dot.state.fl.us. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

For more information, you may contact: Joe M. Lauk, at joe.lauk@dot.state.fl.us, or call (863)334-7056.

