Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-4.0311
Specialization Requirements for Certification in School Psychology (Grades PK-12) - Specialty Class

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To remove the National Association of School Psychologist (NASP) and American Psychological Association (APA) program requirements. The effect will allow flexibility to become certified in school psychology.

SUMMARY: Rule 6A-4.0311 is amended to remove National Association of School Psychologist (NASP) and American Psychological Association (APA) training programs for school psychology from one pathway for educator certification in school psychology.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. This conclusion is based upon the fact that the costs, if any, are due to statutory changes as well as similar rule changes in the past.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1012.55, 1012.56, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1012.54, 1012.55, 1012.56, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: January 21, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Tallahassee State College, 444 Appleyard Dr. Student Union Ballroom, Tallahassee, Florida 32304.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Chris Cowart, Chief of Educator Certification, (850)245-0538, Chris.Cowart@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-4.0311 Specialization Requirements for Certification in School Psychology (Grades PK-12) – Specialty Class.
(1) No change. 
(2) Plan Two. A degree from a specialist-level program of study (e.g., EdS, PsyS, CAGS, Master’s) from a National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) or American Psychological Association (APA) accredited or approved graduate training program in school psychology that includes the following:
(a) through (c) No change. 
(3) through (4) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1012.55, 1012.56 FS. Law Implemented 1012.54, 1012.55, 1012.56 FS. History–New 7-1-92, Amended 10-27-20,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Paul Burns

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Anastasios Kamoutsas

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: December 18, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: November 19, 2025
