Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-4.0013
Mental Health Assessment Program Functional Assessment Instruments

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: During the 2025 Legislative Session, section 1006.041, Florida Statutes, was amended with the passing of Senate Bill 1620, Mental Health and Substance Abuse Disorders. This rule will implement the revisions of the bill, which allows school districts to use mental health functional assessment instruments identified by the Department of Education in collaboration with the Department of Children and Families.

SUMMARY: Mental health assessment tools for school districts.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based upon the nature of the changes, this proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs are anticipated as a result of this new rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), 1006.041(2), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1006.041(2), F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: January 21, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Tallahassee State College, Student Union Ballroom, 444 Appleyard Drive, Tallahassee, Florida, 32304.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Andrew Weatherill, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, studentsupportservices1@fldoe.org, (850)245-7851.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-4.0013 Mental Health Assistance Program Functional Assessment Instruments.
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to establish Department-approved alternative functional assessment instruments to the Daily Living Activities–20 (DLA-20) for use in school-based mental health services funded through the Mental Health Assistance Program (MHAP), as provided in section 1006.041, F.S.
(2) Definitions. For purposes of this rule:
(a) “Department” means the Florida Department of Education (FDOE).
(b) “Functional assessment instrument” means a standardized tool used to measure student functioning, progress, and needs in relation to school-based mental health services.
(c) “School district” means a Florida school district, the Florida Virtual School (section 1002.37, F.S.), the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind (section 1002.36, F.S.), and developmental research (laboratory) schools (section 1002.32, F.S.).
(3) Approval of Functional Assessment Instruments.
(a) The Department, in consultation with the Department of Children and Families, shall identify functional assessment instruments approved for use as an alternative to the DLA-20.
(b) To be approved, instruments must demonstrate:
1. Validity and reliability for use with school-aged populations;
2. Alignment with educational and behavioral health goals; and
3. Utility in informing service delivery and measuring student outcomes.
(4) Use of Approved Functional Assessment Instruments.
(a) Each school district must adopt procedures for the use of, at minimum, the Department-approved functional assessment instruments as an alternative to the DLA-20, pursuant to section 1006.041, F.S.
(b) Department-approved functional assessment instruments are posted on the Department’s website at https://www.fldoe.org/schools/k-12-public-schools/sss/mental-health.stml.
(5) Implementation.
(a) School districts, including charter schools, must ensure that Department-approved functional assessment instruments are utilized, at minimum, when conducting functional assessments pursuant to section 1006.041, F.S.
(b) Local community behavioral health providers, including Community Action Teams, that contract with or operate under interagency agreements with school districts, must also utilize, at minimum, the Department-approved functional assessment instruments.
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), 1006.041(2) F.S. Law Implemented 1006.041, F.S. History-New 
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Paul Burns
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