12B-5.040 Carriers.

(1) Licensing.

(a) Any person transporting fuel for sale or for others in vehicles capable of hauling quantities of 500 gallons or more in this State, must hold a valid license as a carrier of motor fuel or diesel fuel.

(b)1. To obtain an annual license, every person must file a Florida Fuel or Pollutants Tax Application (Form DR-156, incorporated by reference in Rule 12B-5.150, F.A.C.), with the required attachments, with the Department, as provided in the application, and enroll in the Department’s eServices.

2. To enroll in eServices to submit returns electronically to the Department, the carrier must:

a. Complete enrollment on the Department’s website at floridarevenue.com/taxes/eEnroll, or

b. Complete Form DR-600, Enrollment and Authorization for eServices (incorporated by reference in Rule 12-24.011, F.A.C.), as provided in Rule 12-24.004, F.A.C., and return it to the Department, if the carrier is unable to use the Department’s website to enroll.

3. Carriers who can establish that they are unable to comply with the electronic filing requirements must complete and submit Form DR-654, Request for Waiver From Electronic Filing (incorporated by reference in Rule 12-24.011, F.A.C.), to establish in writing the basis for the requested waiver, as provided in Rule 12-24.010, F.A.C.

(c) Each license is required to be renewed annually by filing Form DR-156R, Renewal Application for Florida Fuel/Pollutants License (incorporated by reference in Rule 12B-5.150, F.A.C.), and the required attachments with the Department, as provided in the renewal application.

(2) Information Returns.

Carriers are required to file form DR-309637, Petroleum Carrier Information Return (incorporated by reference in Rule 12B-5.150, F.A.C.), using the Department’s eServices website by manually entering data or importing comma-delimited (CSV) or fixed-length text (flat) files as provided in Motor Fuel Taxes Comma Delimited (CSV) and Flat File Specifications – Wholesaler/Importer, Exporter, Blender, and Petroleum Carrier Fuel Tax Returns (form DR-309653, incorporated by reference in Rule 12B-5.150, F.A.C.). The electronic return must be filed on or before the 20th day of each month for the activity during the previous month. To be timely, the electronic return must be received by the Department or its agent before 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), on or before the 20th day of each month. For carriers who are authorized to submit form DR-309637 by hard copy, the return will be accepted as timely if postmarked or delivered to the Department on or before the 20th day of each month. If the 20th day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, returns will be accepted as timely if an electronic return is received by the Department or its agent on or before 5:00 p.m. (Eastern Time), or a hard copy return, when permitted, is postmarked or delivered to the Department on the next succeeding day which is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday. For the purpose of this rule, a legal holiday means a holiday that is observed by federal or state agencies as a legal holiday as this term is defined in Chapter 683, F.S., and s. 7503 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. A “legal holiday” pursuant to s. 7503 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, means a legal holiday in the District of Columbia or a statewide legal holiday at a location outside the District of Columbia but within an internal revenue district.

(3) Each applicant for a license will be assigned a license number upon qualifying and a separate license card will be issued for each vehicle operated by the licensee. The license card shall be conspicuously displayed in the vehicle to which it is assigned.
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