Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
62-308.100
Synthetic Turf

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Chapter 2025-140, Laws of Florida, established a new statute, section 125.572, F.S., relating to synthetic turf. Section 125.572(4), F.S., requires the Department to adopt rules to implement this section. This rule will adopt minimum standards for the installation of synthetic turf on single-family residential properties one acre or less in size. Upon adoption, a local government may not adopt or enforce any ordinance, resolution, order, rule, or policy that (1) prohibits, or is enforced to prohibit, a property owner from installing synthetic turf that complies with Department of Environmental Protection standards; or (2) regulates synthetic turf inconsistent with the Department of Environmental Protection standards.

SUMMARY: The Proposed Rule establish minimum standards for the installation of synthetic turf on single-family residential properties one acre or less in size. This rule does not establish nor require any new department-issued permit or authorization for the installation of synthetic turf, nor does it prohibit any local government ordinance, resolution, order, rule or policy that regulates synthetic turf provided it complies with s. 125.572, F.S., and this rule. A local government is prohibited from adopting or enforcing any ordinance, resolution, order, rule, or policy that regulates synthetic turf which is inconsistent with the standards adopted under this rule. The rule proposes standards for each criteria set forth in section 125.572(1), F.S., including material type, color, permeability, stormwater management, potable water conservation, water quality, proximity to trees and other vegetation, and other factors impacting environmental conditions of adjacent properties.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based on the Department’s economic review, neither a SERC nor legislative ratification is required because the adoption of the proposed rule does not increase regulatory costs directly or indirectly to the public.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 125.572(4), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 125.572, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE,TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW(IF NOT REQUESTED, THIS HEARING WILL NOT BE HELD): 
DATE AND TIME: February 11, 2026, 2:00 p.m.

PLACE: 3900 Commonwealth Blvd., Room 137, Tallahassee, FL 32399

A hearing may be requested by emailing DWRA.Rulemaking@FloridaDEP.gov.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov at least ten (10) days before the hearing. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Amanda Peck, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water Restoration Assistance, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 3600, Tallahassee, FL 32399-3000, telephone: (850)245-2952, Email: DWRA.Rulemaking@FloridaDEP.gov.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
62-308.100 Synthetic Turf.
(1) Scope.
(a) Pursuant to s. 125.572, F.S., this rule only establishes minimum standards for the installation of synthetic turf, as defined by section 125.572(1), F.S., on single-family residential properties of 1 acre or less in size. This rule does not establish nor require any new department-issued permit or authorization for the installation of synthetic turf, nor does it prohibit any local government ordinance, resolution, order, rule or policy that regulates synthetic turf provided it complies with s. 125.572, F.S., and this rule. A local government is prohibited from adopting or enforcing any ordinance, resolution, order, rule, or policy that regulates synthetic turf which is inconsistent with the standards adopted under this rule.
(b) Nothing in this rule prohibits a local government from restricting the installation of synthetic turf on rights-of-way owned or giving legal right or control to an entity other than the residential property owner.
(2) Material type. 
(a) Synthetic turf, including backing material and infill, must not contain heavy metals or intentionally added per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances.
(b) Synthetic turf, including backing materials and infill, must be disposable under normal conditions at any Chapter 62-701, F.A.C., Florida permitted landfill.
(c) Infill material, if used, shall only be clean silica sand, rock, shell, or other natural material, except that coated silica sand may be used provided that any coating used is non-toxic and meets the requirements described in paragraphs (2)(a) and (2)(b). Rubber or any other synthetic infill material is allowed only within the footprint of playground equipment and must also meet the requirements described in paragraphs (2)(a) and (2)(b). Installation shall be designed to prevent washing away of any infill material off the residential property. 
(d) Subgrade shall be composed of natural materials, such as crushed rock, or crushed concrete that meets the permeability requirements of this rule. Subgrade materials shall be washed prior to installation to prevent fines from binding.
(3) Color. No local government may prohibit the use of green synthetic turf.
(4) Permeability.
(a) Synthetic turf must be permeable and affixed to permeable backing with a pervious subgrade. A local government may establish a quantifiable standard of a maximum of 10 inches per hour for all layers.
(b) Synthetic turf must be installed over a subgrade prepared for positive drainage and evenly graded porous material.
(c) Soil beneath installed subgrade shall not be compacted to the extent that it adversely impacts percolation through the soil. 
(5) Stormwater management. 
(a) Installation of synthetic turf must be designed and installed to prevent pooling or an increase in the stormwater runoff volume, direction, or rates to adjacent properties and, where possible, runoff shall be directed to on-site pervious areas. 
(b) Installation of synthetic turf must not alter the permitted stormwater management system as designed and shall not be installed within a swale, ditch, stormwater pond, or a stormwater pond’s littoral zone.
(6) Potable water conservation.
(a) In-ground irrigation systems cannot be used to irrigate synthetic turf areas. 
(b) If any in-ground system is already installed, a local government may require that irrigation heads be removed and pipe capped.
(7) Water quality. 
(a) Synthetic turf shall not cause or contribute to violations of state water quality standards.
(b) Buffer zones around natural or man-made waterbodies may be established to protect against erosion and reduce pollution provided that such buffer for synthetic turf is no greater or restrictive than what is applicable to natural turf. Where no buffer zone has been established, synthetic turf shall be installed no closer than 10 feet from a natural or man-made waterbody as measured from the applicable ordinary or mean high water line except where there is a physical barrier between the synthetic turf and the waterbody (such as, but not limited to, a seawall or bulkhead). 
(8) Proximity to trees and other vegetation. 
(a) Installation of synthetic turf cannot compromise the health of nearby trees, including damage to tree roots, other than those identified as a noxious weed as defined in Chapter 581, F.S., .
(b) Synthetic turf shall not be installed inside tree drip lines, whether on the property or adjacent properties, unless the tree is a noxious weed as defined by Chapter 581, F.S., or unless a certified arborist, using site specific information and best professional judgment, certifies that installation within that drip line would not be harmful to the tree. 
(9) Other factors impacting environmental conditions of adjacent properties.
(a) Synthetic turf shall be installed according to manufacturer’s specifications.
(b) Synthetic turf shall be anchored at all edges and seams that, at a minimum, will withstand the effects of wind or flooding.
(c) If installed, synthetic turf must provide for access to the septic tank for routine pumpout.
(d) If installed, synthetic turf shall be installed landward of any dune system and shall not be used to replace any existing dune vegetation. 
Rulemaking Authority 125.572 FS. Law Implemented 125.572 FS. History–New xx-xx-xxxx.
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