Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-6.0200
Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education Program

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To revise language regarding partnerships for the GATE Program, to clarify requirements for the FGATE-01 GATE Program Summary Form and to update the FGATE-01 GATE Program Summary Form that is incorporated in the rule.

SUMMARY: The amendment updates requirements for the GATE Program and makes changes to incorporated forms.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, increase regulatory costs, or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S. and will not require legislative ratification. This is based on the nature of the rule.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1004.933(7), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1004.933, 1009.711, 1011.804, 1011.8041, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: February 20, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: The College of the Florida Keys 5901 College Road, Tennessee Williams Theatre, Key West, FL 33040

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Carol Bruner, Bureau Chief, Division of Career and Adult Education, (850)245-9906 or Carol.Bruner@fldoe.org

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-6.0200 Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education Program.
(1) through (3) No change. 
(4) Partnerships for offering the GATE program between eligible postsecondary institutions and adult education providers. Eligible institutions identified in subsection (2) may partner with school districts to provide the adult education program component district or Florida College System adult education providers and postsecondary career education providers. School districts without eligible institutions identified in subsection (2) may partner with eligible institutions to provide the career education program component. Scholarship funds associated with the GATE participation waiver of tuition and fees shall be provided to the eligible institutions under subsection (2). Both the adult secondary education and career education providers must provide the respective waivers for tuition and other fees. The partnership agreement should address how scholarship funds received by the postsecondary career education provider will be disbursed to the school district adult secondary education provider.
(5) Program notification. Eligible school districts and Florida College System institutions seeking to offer the GATE program must submit a program notification to the Division of Career and Adult Education and receive approval prior to offering the program. Form FGATE-01, Graduation Alternative to Traditional Education (GATE) Program Summary (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19106 17061) (effective March 2026 October 2024) is hereby incorporated by reference and must be utilized for program notification. The form must be accompanied by the district or college’s written policies and procedures for program operation, as identified in subsection (3). Upon approval of the proposed GATE program, an institution is eligible to enroll students in compliance with the requirement in s.1004.933, F.S. The following requirements must be met when completing the FGATE-01 GATE Program Summary form to ensure accurate and complete program notification:
(a) If a school district or Florida College System institution operates more than one career center, a separate FGATE-01 GATE Program Summary form must be submitted for each institution seeking to offer the GATE program.
(b) School districts that operate a career center and also maintain one or more independent instructional sites for adult education may utilize these sites to deliver the GED® Preparation and Adult High School (AHS) components of the GATE program. An independent instructional site is a school that is not reported under the career center but operates under and reports through the same school district as the career center.
(c) GATE students must be permitted to select any Career and Technical Education (CTE) program offered by the career center or Florida College System institution that is an applied technology diploma or a career certificate program included on the Master Credentials List, except where enrollment is restricted due to programmatic requirements. The physical location of a student’s enrollment in GED Preparation or AHS cannot be used as a basis to restrict or limit access to CTE programs. GATE students must be allowed to select eligible CTE programs offered by the career center regardless of where adult education instruction is delivered.
(6) through (7) No change. 
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DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: January 20, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: December 4, 2025
