Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Vessel Registration and Boating Safety
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
68D-36.102
Definitions

68D-36.103
Minimum Requirements for Training Facilities and Instructors

68D-36.104
Minimum Standards for Boating Safety Courses

68D-36.106
Violator Courses

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rulemaking effort is to update the language "Training Facility" to the language "Course Provider" to align with the modern delivery methods of how approved Florida boating safety courses are delivered as well as add language to provide consistency with the language in Florida statues.

SUMMARY: The language of “Training Facility” within the rule is outdated and will be replaced with language which would be inclusive of online course providers. Other rule amendments edit language necessary for consistency between statute and rule.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 327.04, 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Captain Rachel Bryant, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, 620 South Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)488-5600, rachel.bryant@myfwc.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68D-36.102 Definitions.
For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:
(1) “Photographic identification” for purposes of this chapter, means a form of identification issued by a governmental agency, employer, course provider training facility, or educational institution which includes the following for the individual to whom it is issued:
(a) through (d) No change.
(e) The name of the governmental agency, employer, educational institution, or course provider training facility that issued the identification.
(2) “Course provider Training facility” means a school or other sponsoring organization that offers to the public boating safety courses that meet the minimum standards established by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.
Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.39, 327.395, 327.54, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 8-1-24,        .
68D-36.103 Minimum Requirements for Course Providers Training Facilities and Instructors.
(1) Course Provider Training Facility Requirements.
(a) “Course provider Training facility” means a school or other sponsoring organization that offers to the public boating safety courses that meet the minimum standards established by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators.
(b) Each course provider training facility shall ensure that all instructors meet the qualifications set forth in subsection (2).
(c) Course providers Training facilities should make maximum use of the existing cadre of qualified instructors who have been trained through state boating safety programs, the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, the United States Power Squadrons, the American National Red Cross, the Young Men’s Christian Association, the United States Coast Guard’s National Boating Safety Course, and other similar public and private boating safety oriented programs.
(d) Each course provider training facility is responsible for maintaining an ongoing quality control program. Course providers Training facilities should periodically update or recertify their instructors. Quality of instruction will be assured through this means with each course provider training facility, or the course provider’s training facility’s sponsoring organization, auditing its own program.
(e) Each course provider training facility must teach a course of instruction, the content of which has received the prior approval of the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators. This approval is valid for three years. Each course provider training facility or its sponsoring organization must resubmit course materials for continuing approval so as to avoid a lapse of approved status.
(2) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 8-1-24,         .
68D-36.104 Minimum Standards for Boating Safety Courses.
(1) Each boating safety course taught, whether in a classroom setting or online, pursuant to Section 327.395 or 327.731, F.S., must maintain current approval from the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.
(2) In addition to minimum course content adopted by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, boating safety courses approved for use in the State of Florida shall contain state-specific information covering the following topics.
(a) through (e) no change. 
(f) Human-powered Vessels Regulated. Human-powered vessel restriction of operation within the marked channel of the Florida Intracoastal Waterway. Boating Restricted Areas, Manatee Protection Zones, and other areas within which boating is prohibited or in which boating speed is regulated. Regulatory markers including Idle Speed, Slow Speed, and mile per hour restrictions and aids to navigation shall also be covered.
(g) Boating Restricted Areas, Manatee Protection Zones, and other areas within which boating is prohibited or in which boating speed is regulated. Regulatory markers including Idle Speed, Slow Speed, and mile per hour restrictions and aids to navigation shall also be covered.
(g) through (l) renumbered as (h) through (m) No change.
(3) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 1-31-23,         .
68D-36.106 Violator Courses.
(1) Any person convicted of a two non-criminal boating violation violations listed in Section 327.731, F.S., within a twelve-month period must thereafter successfully complete a boating safety course approved by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and the State of Florida. Proof of successful completion must be filed with the Commission, as provided in Rule 68D-36.105, F.A.C., within 90 days of completion.
(2) through (3) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05, Amended 8-1-24,            .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Captain Rachel Bryant, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, 620 South Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 5, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: January 15, 2026
