Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
OIR – Insurance Regulation
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Florida Office of Insurance Regulation ("Office") has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by FLORIDA LAND TITLE ASSOCIATION, INC. (“Petitioner”) on January 28, 2026. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition: 

The petition seeks the agency’s opinion as to the applicability of sections 624.02 and 624.608, F.S., as it applies to the petitioner. Petitioner asks whether an Attorney Opinion Letter (“AOL”) written in compliance with the Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac’s Selling Guidelines requiring AOLs used in a residential real estate closing to contain an indemnification provision constitute the definition of “insurance” under Florida law, section 624.02, Florida Statutes; and if so, whether the AOL, or any insurance policy issued simultaneously with or in furtherance of the AOL, meets the definition of “title insurance,” under section 624.608, Florida Statutes, and should be appropriately regulated. The petitioner is a third-party association and the Office has determined that the Petitioner does not meet the definition of a “substantially affected person,” as required by section 120.545(1), F.S., and therefore lacks standing to bring this petition. 

A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Public Records Office, Office of Insurance Regulation, 200 E. Gaines Street Larson Building, Tallahassee, FL 32399, Telephone: (850)413-4223, E-mail: PublicRecords@floir.com.

Please refer all comments to: Jeffrey Joseph, Executive Senior Counsel, Jeffrey.Joseph@floir.com.
