Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Vessel Registration and Boating Safety
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
68D-15.004
Long-term Anchoring

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: This rule is being established to implement to create an electronic application and permit system for the long-term anchoring of vessels on Florida waters as provided for in section 327.4111, F.S.

SUMMARY: Implementing the application system for the Commission to issue permits for long-term anchoring of vessels in Florida’s waterways pursuant to section 327.4111, F.S.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 327.04, 327.4111, FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 327.4111, FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Captain Travis Franklin, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, 620 South Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)617-9518, or travis.franklin@myfwc.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68D-15.004 Long-term Anchoring. 
(1) Definitions: As used herein, “long-term anchoring” means anchoring a vessel within 1 linear nautical mile of a documented anchorage point for 14 days or more within a 30-day period. 
(2) The Commission shall issue via an electronic permitting system a no-cost permit for the long-term anchoring of a vessel within the waters of this state upon receiving an electronic application, available at https://myfwc.com/boating/lt-anchoring-permit/ that includes the following information: 
(a) For the vessel owner or operator: 
1. Name. 
2. Mailing address. 
3. Telephone number. 
4. E-mail address.
5. Birthdate.
6. Driver license number, if applicable. 
(b) For the vessel: 
1. Make. 
2. Model. 
3. Year. 
4. Style. 
5. Hull identification number. 
6. Registration number or United States Coast Guard documentation, if applicable.
7. Vessel name, if applicable. 
(c) Location where the vessel will be anchored: 
1. Body of water. 
2. GPS coordinates. 
(d) A long-term anchoring permit may be revoked if the vessel is a derelict vessel as defined in s. 823.11, F.S., or is at risk of becoming derelict as provided in s. 327.4107, F.S., or is in violation of marine sanitation provisions in s. 327.53, F.S. 
(3) The long-term anchoring permit established under this section is specific to one vessel only. However, a person may obtain more than one permit. A permit must be renewed or updated for each long-term anchoring location. Long-term anchoring permits expire one (1) year from the date of issuance and may be revoked if the permitted vessel is a derelict vessel as defined in s. 823.11, F.S., is at risk of becoming derelict, or is operated or occupied on waters of this state in violation of s. 327.53, F.S. 
(4) A person who engages in long-term anchoring of a vessel within the waters of this state without a valid long-term anchoring permit commits a noncriminal infraction, punishable as provided in s. 327.73, F.S. 
(5) This section does not apply to any of the following: 
(a) Vessels owned or operated by a governmental entity for law enforcement, firefighting, military, or rescue purposes. 
(b) Construction or dredging vessels on an active job site. 
(c) Vessels actively engaged in commercial fishing. 
(d) Vessels engaged in recreational fishing if the persons onboard are actively tending hook and line fishing gear or nets. 
(6) A permit under this section is not required if a vessel is docked at a public or private dock or moored to a mooring buoy permitted as provided in s. 327.40, F.S. 
(7) The provisions of this section do not supersede any other anchoring limitations established pursuant to law. 
Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.4111(9) FS. Law Implemented 327.4111 FS. History– New     .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Captain Travis Franklin, Division of Law Enforcement, Boating and Waterways Section, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 5, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: December 10, 2025
