Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Division of Community Development
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Department of Commerce (“FloridaCommerce”) has declined to rule on the petition for declaratory statement filed by Kimberly Simon (“Petitioner”) on November 05, 2025. The following is a summary of the agency's declination of the petition: 

The Petition sought a declaratory statement from FloridaCommerce as to whether a municipality [City of Tampa] may lawfully adopt or enforce a policy that prohibits administrative design exceptions (such as buffering or landscaping design exceptions) for Live Local Act developments, when such exceptions are otherwise available by right to other multifamily and mixed-use developments under the same zoning classification. On February 2, 2026, a Final Order on the Petition was issued denying Petitioner’s request for declaratory statement because FloridaCommerce lacks the authority to issue a declaratory statement regarding the request presented in the Petition.

A copy of the Order Declining of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk, Florida Department of Commerce, 107 East Madison Street, Caldwell Building, Msc 110, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4128, Agency.Clerk@commerce.fl.gov.

Please refer all comments to: Florida Department of Commerce, 107 East Madison Street, Caldwell Building, Msc 110, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4128, Agency.Clerk@commerce.fl.gov.
