Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
Division of Agricultural Environmental Services
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has received the petition for declaratory statement from Katie A. Edwards-Walpole, on behalf of Arion Holdings, L.L.C.The petition seeks the agency's opinion as to the applicability of “statutes and rules regarding Chapter 576, Florida Statutes,” as it applies to the petitioner.

The Petition seeks a declaratory statement regarding the following: “[W]hether a permit issued by the Department of Environmental Protection to receive, handle, store, process, and transport horse manure containing bedding relives [sic] the applicant from obtaining a separate license from the Department, thereby allowing Petitioner to petition the Department to challenge any final action taken by the Department with respect to any fertilizer license required under Chapter 576.” “[W]hether the Department is required to consider the Petitioner’s existing wells, surface water retention pond, and close proximity to the facility as part of the public health impacts from the manufacturing site, when evaluating whether to enjoin further use of the property as a facility manufacturing soil amendments and manipulated manures without a license from the Department.” “[W]hether [the Department] has jurisdiction to prohibit the sale or use in fertilizer of any material proven to be detrimental to agriculture, public health, or the environment, or of questionable value, specifically Petitioner, who faces imminent exposure of the impacts of being in close proximity to a property that will receive, store, and handle up to 500 tons of horse manure and bedding per day to manufacture pelletized fertilizers for off-site land application and distribution to farms as a soil amendment.”

A copy of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Donald Hockman, Agency Clerk; AgencyClerk@fdacs.gov; (850)617-7641

Motions to intervene or petitions for administrative hearing by persons whose substantial interests may be affected must be filed within 21 days of this notice.
