64B9-2.008 Clinical Training.

(1) Clinical learning experiences shall be an integral part of the total curriculum plan and show relationship to concurrent theory.

(2) Clinical experiences based on program objectives may be planned so that the student shall gain clinical experience on all shifts within the twenty-four (24) hour period.

(3) The faculty shall select clinical experiences and provide students with effective guidance and supervision in clinical learning.

(4) Each student providing direct care to patients/clients in a health care agency shall be under the supervision of a faculty member. Faculty shall be responsible for supervising students on no more than two units during one clinical instruction period.

(5) No more than twelve students shall be assigned to a faculty member for supervision in providing direct care to patients/ clients for any one clinical instruction period.

(6) Faculty shall be physically present within the health care facility while students are engaged in providing direct care to patients/clients.

(7) Faculty shall be immediately available by telephone or beeper to all students engaged in an observational experience and students assigned to clinical experiences in community agencies.

(8) Students assigned to clinical experience in a community agency shall be under the direct supervision of a Registered Nurse with the faculty member available by phone or beeper.

(9) Clinical facilities and community-based agencies utilized for clinical training by students of approved programs shall provide evidence satisfactory to the Board that they meet the following requirements:

(a) Current state licensure/certification.

(b) The director of nurses or person responsible for nursing services is a registered nurse currently licensed in Florida.

(c) The number and variety of patients are sufficient to meet clinical learning objectives of the nursing program.

(d) There is nursing personnel, sufficient in number, currently licensed and appropriately qualified, to ensure that patients receive safe and effective care at all times.

(e) There are written job descriptions for all categories of nursing personnel which are used as a basis for assigning responsibilities.

(f) Appropriate references and current practice and procedure manuals are available where students receive clinical experience.

(10) Prior approval of the nursing program director is required for any agency/facility utilized for student clinical learning experiences. A completed report of the site survey conducted by the nursing program shall bemaintained for board review if requested.

(11) It shall be the responsibility of the nursing program to obtain and maintain current contractual agreements with each agency and facility utilized for student clinical training to ensure that the nursing program can provide the appropriate clinical experiences necessary to fulfill the requirements of these rules.

(12) When more than one nursing program is using an agency or a facility for student clinical experience, there shall be written documentation of cooperative planning among the programs and the agency or facility.

(13) An approved program which includes preceptorships must demonstrate to the Board upon application for approval or upon application for approval of a curriculum change it meets all of  the following requirements:

(a) Written objectives are specified and given to the preceptor prior to the experience.

(b) The preceptor is approved by the faculty of the program and the facility or agency.

(c) The preceptor shall have clinical expertise and competence in the area where serving as a preceptor.

(d) The preceptor shall be physically present in the unit and available to the student at all times the student is performing in a nursing capacity with patients and clients.

(e) The student’s preceptorship experiences shall be evaluated by the faculty, in collaboration with the preceptor.

(14) Level One Preceptorships included in practical or professional nursing programs must meet the requirements of subsection (13), and the following:

(a) The  preceptor shall be assigned no more than two (2) students for any preceptor experience, but a student may have multiple preceptors.

(b) The student shall be enrolled in the course of the program in which the preceptor experience is a part and shall not be reimbursed for nursing services from the agency in which the experience is received.

(c) Each student shall have a designated program faculty member who supervises the student and is readily available on site to the student during the time the student is performing in a nursing capacity with patients and clients.

(d) Faculty shall be responsible for supervising the preceptor experiences for up to twelve students in any one facility.

(15) Level Two Preceptorships included in a professional nursing program must meet all the criteria of subsection (13) and the following:

(a) The student shall have received clinical and theoretical instruction in all areas of nursing specified in subsection 64B9-2.006(2), F.A.C., for the professional nursing program and in subsection 64B9-2.006(3), F.A.C., for the practical nursing program prior to beginning any preceptor Level Two experience.

(b) Only registered nurses may serve as preceptors for professional nursing students.

(c) Each designated preceptor may have one alternate preceptor who meets the requirements of subsection 64B9-2.008(14), F.A.C. When the designated preceptor is unable to supervise the student due to unforseen circumstances, the alternate supervisor may supervise the student.

(d) The student may practice at multiple sites if approved by the faculty and the facilities, but may not practice unless the designated preceptor or alternate preceptor is available at each site.

(e) The preceptor may have two assigned students for any preceptorship.

(f) The supervising faculty member must be available to the student and the preceptor and may be reachable by telephone or beeper rather than on site.

(g) The faculty student ratio may be up to 1:18.

(16) Community based learning experiences may be included as clinical experiences in a nursing curriculum prior to the completion of nursing courses when they meet the following requirements:

(a) There shall be outcome criteria which clearly state the purpose(s) for the community-based learning experience selected, within the overall framework of the specific nursing course within the nursing program’s curriculum.

(b) Clinical experiences in community-based learning shall not be the majority of a curriculum’s total clinical hours, and shall be consistent with the terminal objectives of the program.

(c) Each student shall have a designated program faculty member who supervises the student. The faculty member supervising and available to the student may be reachable by telephone, beeper, or other portable communication technology rather than being physically on site.

(d) The student faculty ratio may be up to 1:12.

(e) Students shall have documented skills appropriate to the experiences planned.

(f) Nurse faculty shall retain the responsibility for the selection and guidance of student community-based learning experiences and for the evaluation of student performance in collaboration with the student’s preceptor(s).

(g) Students may not participate in invasive or complex nursing activities in a community agency without direct supervision of a faculty member or an approved RN preceptor.

(h) Only registered nurses may serve as preceptors for professional nursing students.

(i) The preceptor shall be approved by the faculty and the agency.

(j) The preceptor shall be physically present and available at all times the student is engaged in nursing care.

(k) In community-based experiences, appropriately prepared preceptors may assist in teaching students. The preceptor to student ratio shall not exceed 1:8 and shall be based on the student’s level of education and experience, the acuity level of the patients and the type of nursing interventions performed.
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