64B9-2.011 Approval of Nursing Education Programs.

(1) Statement of Intent for Approval: Before a nursing education program is permitted to admit students, the program shall submit evidence of the ability to meet the standards for nursing education. A parent institution desiring to initiate a nursing education program shall, at least one year in advance of the expected opening date, submit to the Department:

(a) A Statement of Intent to establish a nursing education program accompanied by a nonrefundable program fee per subsection 64B9-7.001(14), F.A.C.;

(b) A proposal that includes the following information:

1. Needs assessment and feasibility study for intended location of the program;

2. Rationale for the establishment of the program;

3. Potential effects on other nursing programs;

4. Organizational structure of the parent institution documenting the relationship of the nursing education program within the institution and defining the lines of authority;

5. Accreditation status of the parent institution;

6. Purpose, mission of sponsoring institution and level of the program;

7. A qualified administrator and nursing program developer. This individual can be the identified qualified nursing education director and/or a qualified nursing education consultant;

8. Source and description of adequate clinical resources for the level of the program;

9. Documentation of adequate academic facilities and staff to support the program;

10. Evidence of financial resources adequate for the planning, implementation, and continuation of the program with a budget projection for 3‑5 years;

11. Evidence of concurrent approval from the Department of Education;

12. An advisory committee whose membership shall include consumers and representatives from the local healthcare industry.

(c) The Statement of Intent will be approved by the Board when all requirements have been met.

(2) Provisional Approval: Once the Statement of Intent has been approved, an application for Provisional approval shall be made. The first class of nursing students may not be admitted until provisional approval has been granted.

(a) The Board will grant provisional approval when the following conditions have been met and submitted to the Board for approval:

1. A qualified nursing education director/administrator has been appointed and there is sufficient qualified faculty to conduct the first level nursing courses.

2. A written total proposed program plan, developed and sequenced, in accordance with the standards of nursing education.

3. Complete course outlines with course and clinical objectives/outcomes for the first level nursing courses. For nursing education programs that are one calendar year or less in length, all course material must be submitted at the Provisional approval stage.

4. Contractual agreements with facilities and agencies to be used for the first level nursing courses.

5. Evidence of compliance with the Standards of Nursing Education except paragraph 64B9‑2.015(12)(a), F.A.C.

6. If the parent institution is not accredited by a body recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, a site visit has been conducted.

(b) Under Provisional Approval and prior to the admission of succeeding classes:

1. Sufficient qualified Faculty shall be employed and in residence to implement the total nursing program.

2. Detailed course outlines with objectives/outcomes for the total curriculum will be completed.

3. Contractual agreements with facilities and agencies to be used for clinical experiences in the total program shall be in force.

4. Evidence of compliance with all rules in this chapter shall be demonstrated.

(c) During provisional approval, annual survey visits will be conducted.

(3) Probationary Status: If a program which has received provisional or full approval fails to maintain compliance with the standards of nursing education, the program will be permitted to continue operations only under conditions set by the Board.

(4) Full Approval: Upon graduation of the first nursing class, full approval will be granted. Full approval will only be granted if the program has demonstrated compliance with all standards of nursing education and with paragraph 64B9-2.015(12)(a), F.A.C.

(5) An out-of-state nursing program that plans to provide both didactic and clinical instruction for initial nursing licensure in Florida shall comply with the application requirements in this rule.

(6) A nursing program that delivers didactic instruction by distance learning methods shall ensure that the methods of instruction are compatible with the program curriculum plan and enable a student to meet the goals, competencies, and objectives of the educational program and standards of the Board.

(a) A distance learning nursing program shall establish a means for assessing individual student outcomes, and program outcomes as required in Rule 64B9-2.015, F.A.C.

(b) For out-of-state nursing programs, the program shall be accredited by a national nursing accrediting body recognized by the U. S. Department of Education, and approved within the jurisdiction of and regulated by an equivalent nursing regulatory authority in the state from which the program originates, unless also providing clinical experience in Florida which then requires the program to apply for approval in Florida.

(c) Faculty shall be licensed in the state of origination of a distance learning nursing program or in Florida. Clinical preceptors providing clinical experiences within Florida shall have an active Florida license and meet requirements in subsection 64B9-2.008(13), F.A.C.

(d) A distance learning nursing program shall provide students with supervised/precepted clinical and laboratory experiences so that program objectives are met and didactic learning is validated by supervised, land-based clinical and laboratory experiences.

(e) A distance-learning nursing program shall provide students with access to technology, resources, technical support, and the ability to interact with peers, preceptors, and faculty.

(7) A nursing program, located in another state or territory of the United States that wishes to provide clinical experiences leading to initial nursing licensure in Florida shall obtain Board approval before offering or conducting a clinical session. To obtain approval, the program shall submit a proposal package that contains:

(a) A self study describing the program's compliance with the standards in Chapter 64B9-2, F.A.C.; and

(b) A statement regarding the anticipated effect on clinical placements for students currently enrolled in a Florida-approved nursing programs.

(8) A nursing program which has full approval per subsection 64B9-2.011(4), F.A.C., and is also accredited by a national nursing accrediting body recognized by the U. S. Department of Education may establish a campus in another geographical location by prior notification to the board at least 3 months in advance, payment of the fee required in subsection 64B9-7.001(14), F.A.C., and completion of a site visit by board staff which demonstrates compliance with the standards in Chapter 64B9-2, F.A.C.

Specific Authority 464.006, 464.019(2) FS. Law Implemented 464.019 FS. History–New 5-2-02, Amended 10-19-06.

