Notice of Development of Rulemaking

COMMISSION ON ETHICS
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

34-5.0015
Jurisdiction of the Commission

34-5.002
Review for Sufficiency of Allegations of Breach of Public Trust and Order of Preliminary Investigation; Review of Allegations of Failure to Properly Complete Financial Disclosure Forms

34-5.004
Investigations

34-5.0043
Investigation of Facts and Parties Materially Related to Complaint

34-5.006
Probable Cause Determination

34-5.011
Parties to Public Hearings

34-5.017
Disqualification of Commission Members

34-5.0171
Ex Parte Communications

34-5.020
Stipulations, Settlements, and Consent Orders

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To make substantive changes pursuant to the factors listed in Section 120.5435(4), Florida Statutes.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Regarding Rule 34-5.0015, adding language indicating the constitutional and statutory provisions over which the Commission has jurisdiction. Regarding Rule 34-5.002, removing language in the rule duplicative of statutory language. Regarding Rule 34-5.004, removing language regarding wrongful acts for which there is no specific statutory support. Regarding 34-5.0043, removing reference to a rule that has been repealed. Regarding Rule 34-5.006, removing duplicative language from within the Rule as well as updating language to reflect statutory requirements regarding the issuance of public reports. Regarding Rule 34-5.011, modifying language to reflect that confidential complaints against different respondents should not be consolidated. Regarding Rule 34-5.017 and Rule 34-5.0171, adding language ensuring consistency with other rules that indicate a respondent is the only party in an ethics matter. Regarding Rule 34-5.020, removing language indicating the ethics complaint process is informal.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 112.322(9), FS
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art II, Section 8(g), (j)(3), Fla Const.; 112.322, 112.324, FS
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Gray Schafer, Assistant General Counsel (schafer.grayden@leg.state.fl.us), or Amelia Naomi, Attorney (naomi.amelia@leg.state.fl.us), Florida Commission Ethics, (850)488-7864

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
