Notice of Emergency Rule

DEPARTMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT
State Board of Immigration Enforcement
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

11QER26-4
Application and Award Procedures

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: Section 28, Laws of Florida 2025-1, provides that "(1) The State Board of Immigration Enforcement within the Department of Law Enforcement is authorized, and all conditions are deemed met, to adopt emergency rules pursuant to s. 120.54(4), Florida Statutes, for the purpose of implementing provisions related to the Local Law Enforcement Immigration Grant Program created by this act. Notwithstanding any other law, emergency rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are effective for 6 months after adoption and may be renewed during the pendency of procedures to adopt permanent rules addressing the subject of the emergency rules."

REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: The procedures are fair in that they provide equal opportunity to any local law enforcement agency in the State of Florida to apply for grant fund reimbursements pursuant to the Florida Legislature's requirements.

SUMMARY: Application and Award procedures for Grant Program

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Agency Clerk, (850)410-7000, agencyclerk@fdle.state.fl.us

THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS:

11QER26-4 Application and Award Procedures.
(1) Each fiscal year in which funds are appropriated for the grant program by the legislature, the Board shall release a funding solicitation to notify local law enforcement agencies of the availability of funds and eligibility criteria.
(2) A local law enforcement agency that seeks reimbursement for eligible expenses or for bonus payments pursuant to Emergency Rule 11QER26-3, F.A.C., shall submit a completed application via the Department’s electronic grants management system. A local law enforcement agency shall submit an application aggregating estimated costs among all eligible purposes identified in Emergency Rule 11QER26-3, F.A.C., for the current state fiscal year.
(3) Upon receipt of a grant application, the Executive Director shall review the application for completeness and compliance with eligibility requirements set out in Emergency Rules 11QER26-2, F.A.C., and 11QER26-3, F.A.C., Incomplete applications, or those from local law enforcement agencies that fail to attest to meeting the requirements provided in subsection 11QER26-2(3), F.A.C., shall be denied but agencies may have the opportunity to resubmit a complete application. Any application denied for failing to meet eligibility requirements according to the Executive Director will be submitted to the Board for review and oversight.
(4) Subject to the provisions of this rule chapter, the Executive Director may approve a grant application request up to $25,000 if the application meets eligibility requirements set out in Emergency Rules 11QER26-2, F.A.C., and 11QER26-3, F.A.C.
(5) For any grant application from a local law enforcement agency requesting funds more than $25,000.00, upon a review for completeness and eligibility, the Executive Director shall submit the application to the Board with a recommendation to either approve or deny the application.
(6) The Board shall review an application and approve or deny it during its next scheduled public meeting after receipt from the Executive Director. The Board may approve or deny applications en masse on a consent agenda at Board meetings.
(7) Upon approval, the Board must provide notification in writing to the chair and vice chair of the Legislative Budget Commission at least 14 days before a grant may be issued to a local law enforcement agency.
(8) The Executive Director shall notify a local law enforcement agency of the final result of its application in writing within 30 days of a determination of incompleteness or ineligibility, or upon a determination by the Board.
Rulemaking Authority 2025-1 Laws of Florida Law Implemented 2025-1 Laws of Florida History–New 2-26-26.

THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.

EFFECTIVE DATE: February 26, 2026
