Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Division of Workforce Services
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
73B-20.014
Scheduling and Notice of Hearings

73B-20.015
Service of Written and Other Physical Evidence

73B-20.016
Continuances

73B-20.025
Decision

73B-20.0261
Distribution of Decisions, Notices of Hearing, and Other Written Correspondence

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The rule amendments centralize into a single rule the Department’s procedures for distributing correspondence to the parties and their representatives. Additionally, the rule amendments authorize the filing of evidence by uploading it to the Department's online system.

SUMMARY: Rule 73B-20.0261 is a new rule that centralizes the procedures for the distribution of Department correspondence to the parties and their representatives. The amendments to Rules 73B-20.014, 73B-20.016, and 73B-20.025 replace language specifying how the respective documents will be distributed with a citation to the new distribution rule. The amendment to Rule 73B-20.015 authorizes the filing of evidence by uploading it to the Department’s online system.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rules amend established hearing procedures for reemployment assistance appeals and have no economic impact. Based on the information at the time of the analysis and pursuant to Section 120.541, Florida Statutes, the rules will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 443.012(11), FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 443.151(4)(a),(b),(d), FS.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Katie Sabo, Executive Senior Attorney, Reemployment Appeals Commission, 1211 Governors Square Blvd., Ste. 300, Tallahassee, FL 32301, (850)692-0157, katie.sabo@raac.myflorida.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

73B-20.014 Scheduling and Notice of Hearings.
(1) No change.
(2) The Office of Appeals shall send notice of the hearing as provided in Rule 73B-20.0261, F.A.C., to all parties via electronic service to the parties’ RECONNECT inbox or by U.S. Postal Service at least 10 days prior to the date of the hearing. In proceedings to which the Florida Department of Commerce is a party, the notice shall be directed to the Director of the Division of Workforce Services in the Florida Department of Commerce or one or more of his or her designees. Whenever practicable, notices to employers shall be sent to both the employer’s official address of record and to the job site where the claimant was employed. Notices shall also be sent to attorneys and representatives of record.
(3) No change.
(4) No change.
(5) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 443.012(11) FS. Law Implemented 443.151(4)(a), (b), (d) FS. History–New 5-22-80, Formerly 38E-5.14, Amended 10-5-86, 3-11-99, Formerly 38E-5.014, Amended 3-11-12, Formerly 60BB-5.014, Amended 8-5-19, _____.
73B-20.015 Service of Written and Other Physical Evidence.
(1) If any party wishes to submit written or other physical evidence, that party must arrange for delivery of copies to the appeals referee and other parties at least 24 hours prior to the scheduled date and time of hearing. In addition to ordinary delivery methods, delivery to the referee may be accomplished by uploading the evidence into the appeals case folder in the RECONNECT system. If the hearing is scheduled for a Monday or a day following a holiday, the preceding Saturday and Sunday or the preceding holiday will be excluded from the calculation of the 24-hour period. The 24-hour period will presumptively provide the party against whom the evidence is offered a reasonable opportunity to review such evidence prior to the hearing pursuant to Section 443.151(4)(b)5.c.I., F.S. Documents that have not been provided in this manner may not be considered by the appeals referee, absent waiver.
(2) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 443.012(11) FS. Law Implemented 443.151(4)(b), (d) FS. History–New 5-22-80, Amended 11-30-81, 5-22-83, Formerly 38E-5.15, Amended 8-20-86, Formerly 38E-5.015, 60BB-5.015, Amended 10-4-12, 9-8-15, 8-5-19, _____.
73B-20.016 Continuances.
(1) No change.
(2) No change.
(3) Upon receipt of a continuance request prior to the scheduled date of the hearing, the appeals referee or appeals magistrate shall immediately consider it and provide written notice of the ruling to the parties.
(a) No change.
(b) No change.
(c) If it does not appear that the parties will receive the written ruling on the request prior to the scheduled date of the hearing, the referee shall, nevertheless, distribute mail the ruling as provided in Rule 73B-20.0261, F.A.C. or provide electronic notice via the parties’ RECONNECT inbox, but also convene the hearing and notify any parties in attendance of the ruling. If the request is granted, the referee shall adjourn; if it is denied, the referee shall proceed.
(4) No change.
(5) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 443.012(11) FS. Law Implemented 443.151(4)(a), (b), (d) FS. History–New 5-22-80, Formerly 38E-5.16, 38E-5.016, 60BB-5.016, Amended 9-8-15, 8-5-19, _____.
73B-20.025 Decision.
(1) No change.
(2) No change.
(3) No change.
(4) No change.
(5) A copy of the decision shall be distributed in accordance with Rule 73B-20.0261, F.A.C. by electronic correspondence in each party’s RECONNECT inbox. Notice of the decision shall also be distributed in accordance with the party’s preferred method of receiving Department correspondence as elected by the party in the RECONNECT system. If a party elects to receive correspondence by U.S. mail, a copy of the decision shall be mailed to the party’s address of record. If a party elects to receive correspondence by email, notice that a decision has been distributed to the party’s RECONNECT inbox shall be emailed to the party’s email address of record. Copies of the decision shall also be mailed, by U.S. mail, to any attorney or representative who has established an address of record and furnished to the offices of the Florida Department of Commerce which have an interest in the proceedings. The decision shall advise the parties of their right to and the means by which an appeal of the decision may be filed with the Reemployment Assistance Appeals Commission.
(6) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 443.012(11) FS. Law Implemented 443.151(4)(a), (b), (d) FS. History–New 5-22-80, Formerly 38E-5.25, Amended 8-20-86, Formerly 38E-5.025, Amended 3-11-12, Formerly 60BB-5.025, Amended 9-8-15, 8-5-19, 2-15-23, _____ .
73B-20.0261 Distribution of Decisions, Notices of Hearing, and Other Written Correspondence.
(1) A copy of a decision, notice of hearing, or any other written correspondence provided by the Florida Department of Commerce pursuant to this chapter will be distributed by electronic correspondence in each party’s RECONNECT inbox. In addition, if a party has elected in the RECONNECT system to receive notice of Department correspondence by email, notice that the correspondence has been distributed in the party’s RECONNECT inbox will be emailed to the party’s email address of record. In the event the Department cannot distribute notice of correspondence electronically, the correspondence will be mailed to the party’s address of record and uploaded in the RECONNECT appeals case folder. If a party has elected in the RECONNECT system to receive correspondence by U.S. mail, a copy of the correspondence shall also be mailed to the party’s mailing address of record.
(2) A copy of a decision, notice of hearing, or other written correspondence provided by the Department pursuant to this chapter shall be mailed, by U.S. mail, to any attorney or representative who has established an address of record with the Department.
Rulemaking Authority 443.012(11) FS. Law Implemented 443.151(4)(b), (d) FS. History–New xx-xx-xx
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Katie Sabo, Executive Senior Attorney

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Reemployment Assistance Appeals Commission (Charles T. Faircloth, Chair; Geri Atkinson-Hazelton, Commissioner; and Thomas D. Epsky, Commissioner)

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: November 19, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: February 24, 2026
