Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

62-610.462
Reliability and Operator Staffing

The Department of Environmental Protection hereby gives notice: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN The Department issued a final order on March 13, 2026, granting Citrus County Department of Water Resources’s Petition for a variance. The petition was received on November 24, 2025. Notice of receipt of this petition was published in the Florida Administrative Register on December 10, 2025. The petition requested a variance from subsection 62-610.462(3)., F.A.C. which states that minimum staffing requirements at wastewater treatment facilities should be reduced to staffing by a Class C or higher operator 6 hours per day, 7 days per week, unless Chapter 62-699, F.A.C., requires additional operator presence. The petition requests that the staffing requirement be reduced to 6 hours per day for 5 days per week and 1 visit on each weekend day. The Southwest Regional Water Reclamation Facility is located at 5040 West Oak Park Boulevard, Homosassa, Florida 34446. No public comment was received. The Order, OGC file number 25-2090 and DEP file number FLA011903-015-DWF/VO, granted the petition because the Petitioner demonstrated substantial economic hardship and proposed an alternative means of achieving the purpose of the underlying statutes implemented by the rule. This amends the Notice of Disposition published March 24, 2026, correcting the date the Final Order was issued.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Chloe Allen, Engineering Specialist II, Water Facilities - Permitting; Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Southwest District, 13051 North Telecom Parkway, Temple Terrace, FL 33637-0926, (813)470-5966; Chloe.Allen@FloridaDEP.gov during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except legal holidays,

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov at least ten (10) days before the meeting. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).
