Notice of Proposed Rule

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
Suwannee River Water Management District
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
40B-3.035
Publications and Agreements Incorporated by Reference

40B-3.101
Content of Application

40B-3.411
Completion Report

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Suwannee River Water Management District (SRWMD) gives notice of this proposed rulemaking for the purpose of amending water well regulations to remove references to forms not cited in rule, relocate the application and completion report forms to their respective rule sections, and incorporate a new Interagency Agreement between SRWMD and St. Johns River Water Management District for permitting water wells in Bradford County, Florida. The effect will be more understandable and streamlined rules; and regulatory consistency throughout Bradford County.

SUMMARY: Well construction, repair, abandonment, and modification; forms; Bradford County

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has been prepared by the Agency. 
The SERC is available online at: https://www.mysuwanneeriver.com/DocumentCenter/View/19622/40B-3035-SERC-3-6-2026

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The SERC determined that the amendment to subsection 40B-3.035(5), F.A.C., will have a minimal adverse impact on small business, but is not likely to increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $1,000,000 in the aggregate within five years after the implementation of the rule. Based on the assessment of direct and indirect regulatory cost to small businesses from extending SRWMD’s water well permitting into an additional six square miles of Bradford County within St. Johns River Water Management District’s jurisdictional boundaries, the SERC determined the total cost over five years will be approximately $4,550.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.046, 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326, 373.342 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 5 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: SRWMD at (386)362-1001 or 1(800)226-1066 (FL only).. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Warren Zwanka, P.G., Suwannee River Water Management District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, Florida 32060, (386)362-1001 or email warren.zwanka@srwmd.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
40B-3.035 Publications and Agreements Incorporated by Reference.
The following Department rules, publications, standards and forms regarding construction, repair, modification and abandonment of wells and water well contractor licensing, shall apply to the water well program administered by the District, and are incorporated by reference herein. All rules and publications incorporated by reference herein, other than the copyrighted materials identified in subsection 40B-3.035(3), F.A.C., may be obtained without charge at the District’s website mysuwanneeriver.com or by writing or calling the Department, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400, telephone (850)245-8648, or the District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060, telephone (386)362-1001. Paragraphs 40B-3.035(3)(a) through (h), F.A.C. contain copyrighted materials the posting of which on the internet for purposes of public examination and inspection would constitute a violation of federal copyright law. These materials are available for public inspection and examination at the Department of State, 500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, and the Suwannee River Water Management District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060.
(1) The Interagency Agreement Memorandum of Understanding between the District and the Department (February 29, 2016) [http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19392] (September 16, 1982) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14620) concerning the processing of public drinking water applications, applications for projects involving the construction and operation of underground injection of water facilities artificial recharge facilities, and applications for projects utilizing land disposal of treated waste water.
(2) Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., Water Well Contractor Licensing Requirements (August 7, 2019) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14621). The following publications and forms referenced in Chapter 62-531, F.A.C., are also incorporated by reference herein:
(a) No change
(b) Form 1 Certificate of Attendance (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14623), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;
(c) Form 2 Certificate of Completion (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14624), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;
(d) Form 3 Course Approval (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14625), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;
(e) Form 4 Course Provider (June 22, 2014) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14626), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-531.300, F.A.C.;
(b)(f) No change.
(3) through (4) No change
(5) The Interagency Agreement between the St. Johns River Water Management District and the Suwannee River Water Management District regarding water well permitting in Bradford County (March 10, 2026) [http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19393]. State of Florida Permit Application to Construct, Repair, Modify, or Abandon a Well, DEP Form 62-532.900(1) (October 7, 2010) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14630), incorporated by reference in subsection 62-532.400(1), F.A.C.
(6) State of Florida Well Completion Report, DEP Form 62-532.900(2) (October 7, 2010) (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14631), incorporated by reference in Rule 62-532.410, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.323(8), 373.324(4), 373.333(1), 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.046, 373.308, 373.309, 373.342 FS History–New 7-1-85, Amended 6-22-99, 11-10-22, Reviewed 2-10-26, Amended [DATE].
40B-3.101 Content of Application.
(1) No change
(2) Applications for permits required by this chapter shall be submitted on a State of Florida Permit Application to Construct, Repair, Modify, or Abandon a Well, DEP Form 62-532.900(1), (October 7, 2010) [http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19394], which is incorporated herein and may be obtained without charge at the District’s website mysuwanneeriver.com or by writing or calling the Department, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400, telephone (850)245-8648, or the District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060, telephone (386)362-1001; by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(5), F.A.C., and shall contain the information required therein.
(3) through (4) No change
Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326, 373.342 FS. History–New 7-1-85, Amended 8-15-89, 4-4-91, 6-22-99, 7-1-09, 11-10-22, Technical Change 2-2-26, Reviewed 2-10-26, Amended [DATE].
40B-3.411 Completion Report.
(1) Well completion reports are required for all permits issued pursuant to this chapter. Well completion reports shall be submitted to the District within 30 days of the completion of the permitted activity on a State of Florida Well Completion Report, DEP Form 62-532.900(2), (October 7, 2010) [http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19395], which is incorporated herein and may be obtained without charge at the District’s website mysuwanneeriver.com or by writing or calling the Department, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400, telephone (850)245-8648, or the District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL 32060, telephone (386)362-1001 by reference in subsection 40B-3.035(6), F.A.C.; and shall contain the information required therein.
(2) through (3) No change
Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171, 373.337 FS. Law Implemented 373.308, 373.309, 373.313, 373.326, 373.342 FS. History–New 4-15-81, Amended 1-31-83, 7-1-85, 6-22-99, 7-1-09, 11-10-22, Technical Change 2-2-26, Reviewed 2-10-26, Amended [DATE].
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Warren Zwanka, P.G., Suwannee River Water Management District, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak, Florida 32060, (386)362-1001 or email warren.zwanka@srwmd.org

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: SRWMD Governing Board

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: March 10, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 13, 2026
