Notice of Emergency Rule 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Elections
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

1SER26-1
Designation of Division of Elections as Filing Office for Department of State; Requirements for Candidate Qualifying Papers; Withdrawal of Candidacy

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: Candidate qualifying forms incorporated by reference in R. 1S-2.0001(3)(c) must be updated because of changes to F.S. 99.021, 99.061, 105.031, and 106.023 pursuant to §§ 10, 12, 26, 27 of HB 991 (2026), which became effective upon enactment on April 1, 2026, and the first qualifying period for 2026 starts on April 20, 2026, with candidates permitted to submit qualifying papers up to 14 days before the start of the qualifying period.

REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: The changes to the candidate qualifying forms are required by recently enacted law and candidates will be unable to timely submit proper qualifying papers without immediate adoption of updated forms.

SUMMARY: This emergency rule supersedes R. 1S-2.0001 to update forms DS-DE 301A, DS-DE 301B, DE-DE 301C, DS-DE 305A, DS-DE 305B, DS-DE 305C, DS-DE 302NP, DS-DE 304SB, DS-DE 303JU, DS-DE 300A, DS-DE 300B, and DS-DE 300C to comply with §§ 10, 12, 26, 27 of HB 991 (2026).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Bilal Ahmed Faruqui, Deputy General Counsel, bilal.faruqui@dos.fl.gov

THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS:

1SER26-1 (1S-2.0001) Designation of Division of Elections as Filing Office for Department of State; Requirements for Candidate Qualifying Papers; Withdrawal of Candidacy.

(1) through (2) No change

(3) Qualifying items.

(a) through (b) No change
(c) The following qualifying forms are hereby incorporated by reference and are available by hyperlink below, or from the Division of Elections at: R.A. Gray Building, Room 316, 500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250, or (850)245-6200; or by download from the Division’s webpage at: http://dos.myflorida.com/elections/forms-publications/forms/: 

1. No change

2. DS-DE 301A-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 301A (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710410/ds-de-301a.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15776), entitled, “Candidate Oath – State and Local Partisan Office – With Party Affiliation.”

3. DS-DE 301B-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 301B (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710411/ds-de-301b.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15775), entitled, “Candidate Oath – State and Local Partisan Office – Without Party Affiliation.”

4. DS-DE 301C-E (Eff. 04/2026) DE-DE 301C (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710412/ds-de-301c.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15774), entitled, “Candidate Oath-State and Local Partisan Office-Write-In Candidate.”

5. DS-DE 305A-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 305A (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710416/ds-de-305a.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15968), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Committeemen and Committeewomen.”

6. DS-DE 305B-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 305B (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710417/ds-de-305b.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15968), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Committeemen and Committeewomen - District.”

7. DS-DE 305C-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 305C (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710418/ds-de-305c.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15969), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Committeemen and Committeewomen - Precinct.”

8. DS-DE 302NP-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 302NP (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710413/ds-de-302np.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15780), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Nonpartisan Office.”
9. DS-DE 304SB-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 304SB (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710415/ds-de-304sb.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15782), entitled “Candidate Oath – School Board Nonpartisan Office.”

10. DS-DE 303JU-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 303JU (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710414/ds-de-303ju.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15783), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Judicial Office.”

11. DS-DE 300A-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 300A (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710407/ds-de-300a.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15778), entitled “Candidate Oath – Federal Office ‒ With Party Affiliation.”

12. DS-DE 300B-E (Eff. 04/2026) DS-DE 300B (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710408/ds-de-300b.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15781), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Federal Office – Without Party Affiliation.”
13. DS-DE 300C-E (Eff. 04/2026) DE-DE 300C (10/23) (https://files.floridados.gov/media/710409/ds-de-300c.pdf http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15777), entitled, “Candidate Oath – Federal Office – Write-In Candidate.” 

14. No change

(4) No change

Rulemaking Authority 20.05(1)(e), 20.10(3), 97.012(1), 99.061(10), 103.022 FS. Law Implemented 20.05(1)(b), 99.021, 99.061, 99.095, 103.022, 105.031(1), 105.035 FS. History–New 12-6-84, Formerly 1C-7.001, 1C-7.0001, Amended 2-13-90, 11-7-10, 9-7-11, 1-1-14, 1-2-18, 8-25-21, 11-13-23, Supersedes 1S-2.0001, 4-2-26.

THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.
