Notice of Proposed Rule

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
Northwest Florida Water Management District
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
40A-2.902
Areal Boundary Maps for Water Use Permitting

40A-2.904
Areal Boundary Maps for Water Resource Caution Areas

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The overall purpose is to amend the rules to incorporate maps that no longer reflect the Gulf of Mexico per Laws of Florida 2025-007 and update map formatting for consistency.

SUMMARY: This rule development will cover amending the rules to incorporate maps that no longer reflect the Gulf of Mexico per Laws of Florida 2025-007 and update map formatting for consistency.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Upon review of the proposed changes to the rule, the Agency has determined that the amendments will not exceed any one of the economic analysis criteria in a SERC as set forth in Section 120.541(2)(a), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 373.044, 373.171, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.216, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Selina Potter, Deputy Director, Northwest Florida Water Management District, 152 Water Management Drive, Havana, FL 32333, (850)539-5999, selina.potter@nwfwater.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

40A-2.902 Areal Boundary Maps for Water Use Permitting.
General areal boundaries for Water Resource Caution Areas and Areas of Resource Concern are established for the implementation of water use permitting pursuant to this chapter and are indicated in Figures 2-1, 2-2, and 2-3. These boundaries are depicted in detail on the following maps: Water Resource Caution Area Map for Santa Rosa County incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19373 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05287); Water Resource Caution Area Map for Okaloosa County incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19374 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05286); Water Resource Caution Area Map for Walton County incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19375 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05288); Upper Telogia Creek Drainage Basin Water Resource Caution Area and Area of Resource Concern Map for Gadsden County incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19376 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05285); and Area of Resource Concern Map for Bay County incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19377 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-05284), and are hereby incorporated by reference (effective April 29, 2015). Copies of these maps can be obtained from the District’s website (nwfwater.com) or from the Northwest Florida Water Management District, 81 Water Management Drive, Havana, Florida 32333-4712.
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GENERAL MAP FOR WATER USE PERMITTING

REF. SECTION 40A-2.902, FA.C.
EFFECTIVE DATE: May 29, 2014
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Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.216 FS. History–New 10-1-82, Amended 1-5-86, 5-4-87, 8-1-89, 5-31-92, 7-1-98, 1-1-05, 5-29-14, 4-29-15,          .
40A-2.904 Areal Boundary Maps for Water Resource Caution Areas.
(1) Areal boundaries for the Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton County Water Resource Caution Area encompassing the area south of Eglin Air Force Base as shown in the Santa Rosa County General Highway Map incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026), (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19387 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03875), the Okaloosa County General Highway Map incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19388 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03874), and the Walton County General Highway Map incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026), (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19389 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03877), and also the area extending south of SR-20 in Walton County to the Bay County Line as shown in the Bay County General Highway Map incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026) (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19390 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03876), Line are established for the implementation of water use permitting pursuant to this chapter, and are indicated in Figure 2-2. These boundaries are depicted in specific detail for each of these counties on general county highway maps. These maps are hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the District’s website (nwfwater.com) or from District offices.
(2) Areal boundaries for the Upper Telogia Creek Drainage Basin Water Resource Caution Area are established for the implementation of water use permitting pursuant to this Chapter and are indicated in Figure 2-3. These boundaries are depicted in detail on the Gadsden County General Highway Map incorporated by reference herein (effective May 2026), (http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19391 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03873), general county highway map. This map is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the District’s website (nwfwater.com) or from District offices.
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Rulemaking Authority 373.044, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.216 FS. History–New 8-1-89, Amended 5-31-92, 11-1-93, 5-29-14,     .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Selina Potter

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Governing Board, Northwest Florida Water Management District

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: July 9, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: September 17, 2025
