Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
68A-1.004
Definitions

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule amendment updates the definition of furbearers, snare, snatch hook, and steel trap to better manage wildlife populations by establishing more efficient, selective, and humane trapping regulations.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendment updates and removes several definitions.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Juliana Ofalt, Wild Turkey and Furbearer Management Program Coordinator, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 1239 SW 10th Street, Ocala FL 34471, (352)620-7730, or juliana.ofalt@myfwc.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-1.004 Definitions.
The following definitions are for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of the rules of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission relating to wild animal life and freshwater aquatic life. As used herein, the singular includes the plural. The following shall be construed respectively to mean:
(1) through (34) No change.
(35) Furbearers – Raccoon, opossum, skunk, nutria, beaver, coyote, fox, bobcat, otter, mink, weasel, and round-tailed muskrat.
(36) through (75) No change.
(76) Snare – A trapping device consisting of a noose designed to capture wildlife.
(76)(77) Snatch hook – Any device which includes one or more hooks used for the purpose of hooking fish or alligators other than in the mouth. A gaff hook used for landing fish or alligators taken by hook and line or rod and reel shall not be included in the meaning of the term.
(78) through (79) renumbered (77) through (78) No change.
(79)(80) Trap Steel trap – Any mechanical device (excluding handheld devices, which include but are not limited to a catchpole or a handheld net) (other than a snare or a device commonly used to take nuisance moles, pocket gophers or household rodents) that is designed and used to take wildlife, other than nuisance moles, pocket gophers or household rodents, by capturing in a cage or corral, or by seizing and holding a part of the body, or part thereof, and as further defined below:
(a) Bodygrip traps – devices designed to close on an animal’s head, neck, or torso and quickly kill it.
(b) Cable-restraint traps – devices that are metal stranded cable consisting of a loop and sliding lock designed to capture an animal and hold it alive.
(c) Cage traps – devices that are fully enclosed when triggered, designed to capture an animal and hold it alive. 
(d) Corral traps – devices that are open at the bottom and at the top designed to capture an animal and hold it alive.
(e) Foothold traps – devices that have one or more springs and one or more clamping mechanisms/jaws designed to capture an animal alive by the foot. Foot-encapsulating, raccoon-specific traps are considered a foothold trap.
(81) through (90) renumbered (80) through (89) No change.
(90)(91) Wildlife – All wild or non-domestic birds, mammals, fur-bearing animals, reptiles, and amphibians.
(92) through (94) renumbered (91) through (93) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2026

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-15-81, 11-17-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-83, 7-1-84, 7-1-85, Formerly 39-1.04, Amended 6-1-86, 5-10-87, 10-8-87, 3-1-88, 4-13-88, 4-27-89, 4-11-90, 7-1-92, 4-20-93, 3-1-94, 7-1-94, 4-1-96, 11-23-97, 7-1-98, 6-23-99, Formerly 39-1.004, Amended 7-1-00, 5-1-01, 5-1-03, 7-1-04, 5-26-05, 7-1-06, 4-1-07, 7-1-08, 10-23-08, 7-1-10, 11-8-10, 1-1-11, 4-9-13, 7-29-15, 5-11-16, 7-1-18, 7-1-21, 7-1-22, 7-1-23, 7-1-24, 5-28-25, 6-2-25, 9-16-25, 12-31-26.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Morgan Richardson, Director, Division of Hunting and Game Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 4, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 27, 2026
