Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
68A-9.010
Taking Nuisance Wildlife

68A-9.012
Taking of Wildlife on Airport Property

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule amendment updates trapping regulations to better manage wildlife populations by establishing more efficient, selective, and humane trapping regulations.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendment adjusts current trapping regulations for nuisance wildlife and wildlife on airport property.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Juliana Ofalt, Wild Turkey and Furbearer Management Program Coordinator, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 1239 SW 10th Street, Ocala FL 34471, (352)620-7730, or juliana.ofalt@myfwc.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-9.010 Taking Nuisance Wildlife.
Any person owning property may take nuisance wildlife or they may authorize another person to do so take nuisance wildlife on their behalf except those species listed in subsection (1), below, on their property by any method except those methods listed in subsection (2), below. Hunting or furbearer licenses are not required to take nuisance wildlife pursuant to this rule. Persons responsible for government owned property are considered “landowners” for the purpose of this rule. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the executive director or a designee may issue permits authorizing the take of additional species of wildlife, additional methods of take or alternative forms of disposition and transportation for justifiable purposes pursuant to Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C., provided authorizations shall be denied or revoked upon reasonable conclusion that the requested or permitted activity would be detrimental to fish and wildlife resources or public health and safety.
(1) Wildlife that may not be taken as nuisance wildlife:
(a) No change.
(b) The following mammals:
1. Black bear, except as provided in Rule 68A-4.009, F.A.C.
2. through 4. No change.
(c) No change.
(2) Methods that may not be used to take nuisance wildlife:
(a) No change.
(b) Rabbits and squirrels may not be taken with any trap type other than cage Steel traps.
(c) Live traps and snares unless they are visited at intervals not exceeding 24 hours.
(d) through (f) renumbered (c) through (e) No change.
(f) Glue boards, any device using natural or synthetic adhesive typically applied to cardboard, plastic trays, or similar material designed to catch and hold an animal alive, excluding devices specifically designed and limited to the capture of arthropods, shall not be used except inside of an enclosed building or conveyance.
(3) Disposition of live-captured nuisance wildlife:.
(a) Wildlife live captured by any method and being relocated or humanely killed offsite shall be released or humanely killed euthanized within 12 24 hours following physical capture or inspection of a trapping device containing wildlife, provided any species described in subsection (1) above, or any non-target native wildlife shall be released immediately at the site of capture.
(b) No change.
(c) Killing Euthanasia of nuisance wildlife shall be humane as described defined by the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians or the American Veterinary Medical Association.
(d) No change.
(4) Transportation of nuisance wildlife:.
(a) Live-captured nuisance wildlife may be transported under authority of this section only for:
1. The purpose of humanely killing offsite euthanasia as provided in subsection (3) above, or
2. No change.
(b) No change.
(5) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Rule, any trapping of nuisance wildlife must adhere to the specifications and provisions of Rule 68A-32.002, F.A.C.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-08, Amended 7-1-10, 7-27-10, 12-31-2026.
68A-9.012 Take of Wildlife on Airport Property.
Owners or other persons operating an airport as defined in Section 330.27(2), F.S., or their officers, employees, contractors (or employee of a contractor) or member of the airport’s governing body as referenced in Section 379.2293(5), F.S., Any airport may take wildlife on an actively licensed or registered airport property per Section 330.30, F.S., for the purpose of ensuring aircraft and human safety in accordance with the provisions of this rule. An airport or other entity owning or operating an airport as defined in Section 330.27(2), F.S., or their officers, employees, contractors (or employee of a contractor) or member of the airport’s governing body as referenced in Section 379.2293(5), F.S., may carry out the activities specified in this rule. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the executive director or a designee may issue permits authorizing the take of additional species of wildlife, additional methods of take or alternative forms of disposition and transportation for justifiable purposes pursuant to Rule 68A-9.002, F.A.C., provided authorizations shall be denied or revoked upon reasonable conclusion that the requested or permitted activity would be detrimental to fish and wildlife resources or public health and safety. Hunting or furbearer licenses are not required to take wildlife pursuant to this rule.
(1) through (3) No change.
(4) Notwithstanding any provision of Commission rule, wildlife in subsections (2) and (3), taken pursuant to this rule may be taken by any method except the following:
(a) No change.
(b) Leg hold traps except those commercially manufactured padded-jaw traps.
(c) Traps, nets and snares unless they are visited at intervals not exceeding 24 hours.
(d) through (f) renumbered (b) through (d) No change.
(e) Glue boards, any device using natural or synthetic adhesive typically applied to cardboard, plastic trays, or similar material designed to catch and hold an animal alive, excluding devices specifically designed and limited to the capture arthropods, shall not be used except inside of an enclosed building or conveyance.
(5) Wildlife taken pursuant to this rule may be taken by traps as follows:
(a) Any trapping of wildlife must adhere to the specifications and provisions of Rule 68A-32.002, F.A.C., unless otherwise specified in this rule.
(b) To capture rabbits and squirrels only when using cage traps.
(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of Rule 68A-32.002, F.A.C., traps may be set:
1. Within 300 feet of a structure used as a residence or business; a federal, state or county-maintained road, sidewalk, campground, picnic area, trail, boat ramp, or observation area; or the legal property boundary where the trap is set.
2. Within 30 feet of a carcass when using foothold or cable-restraint traps.
3. Cable-restraint traps may be set irrespective of proximity to fences; poles; or rooted, woody vegetation greater than 0.5 inch in diameter.
(6)(5) Disposition of live-captured wildlife.
(a) No change.
(b) Any species described in subsection (3), live captured by any method and being relocated or humanely killed offsite shall be released or humanely killed euthanized within 12 24 hours following physical capture or inspection of a trapping device containing wildlife except,
1. No change.
a. through d. No change.
2. Killing Euthanasia of wildlife shall be humane as described defined by the American Association of Zoo Veterinarians or the American Veterinary Medical Association.
3. Killing Euthanasia of any live captured bobcat is prohibited, and any live captured bobcat shall be released as provided in subparagraph 1.
(7)(6) Transportation of wildlife.
(a) Live-captured wildlife described in subsection (3), may be transported pursuant to this subsection only for:
1. The purpose of humanely killing offsite euthanasia as provided in subsection (6)(5), or
2. The purpose of release as provided in subsection (6)(5).
(b) No change.
(7) through (8) renumbered (8) through (9) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2026
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-27-10, Amended 2-13-14, 12-31-2026.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Morgan Richardson, Director, Division of Hunting and Game Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 4, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 27, 2026
