Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
68A-24.002
Methods of Taking Fur-Bearing Animals; Possession; Open Season

68A-24.003
License and Tagging Requirements

68A-24.004
Fur and Hide Dealers: Operations, Reporting Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule amendments update trapping regulations to better manage wildlife populations by establishing more efficient, selective, and humane trapping methods.

SUMMARY: The amendments adjust current regulations as follows:

68A-24.002 Methods of Taking Furbearers; Possession; Open Season: Adjusts current trapping regulations to remove obsolete terms and rule language that has been moved to Chapter 68A-32, F.A.C. (new), reference the new rule governing the take of wildlife with traps (68A-32.002, F.A.C.), and clarify existing rules related to taking fox.

68A-24.003 License and Tagging Requirements: Clarifies existing rules; modernizes rule language; removes unnecessary, redundant, or conflicting language; corrects prior mistakes; and makes non-substantive, technical corrections.

68A-24.004 Fur and Hide Dealers: Operations, Reporting Requirements: Replaces the term “fur-bearing animal(s)” with “furbearer(s)”.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Juliana Ofalt, Wild Turkey and Furbearer Management Program Coordinator, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 1239 SW 10th Street, Ocala FL 34471, (352)620-7730, or juliana.ofalt@myfwc.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-24.002 Methods of Taking Furbearers Fur Bearing Animals; Possession; Open Season. 
(1) Furbearers Certain furbearers may be taken by guns, dogs, and live traps and snares during specified open seasons detailed below. Live traps and snares shall be visited at intervals not exceeding 24 hours. 
(2) Provisions for methods of take, open seasons, and possession Fur-bearing animals may be taken in accordance with the following: 
(a) Raccoon, coyote, opossum, skunk, nutria, and beaver may be taken throughout the year by the use of guns, dogs, or live traps or snares, and may be possessed or transported alive only as authorized under Rules 68A-9.006, 68A-9.010, and 68A-9.012 by Chapter 68A-6, F.A.C. 
(b) No change. 
(c) Bobcat or otter may be taken from December 1 through March 1 by live traps, guns, or dogs or snares. Additionally, bobcat may be taken for non-commercial purposes from March 2-31 by guns or dogs. Fox and bobcat bobcats may be chased by the use of free-running dogs throughout the year. The taking of any fox and/or coyote by a dog or dogs within an enclosure is prohibited. For the purposes of this subsection, in relation to using dogs for the taking of fox or coyote, an “enclosure” is defined as an area of land enclosed in such a manner as to prevent the natural ingress or egress of fox or coyote. No person shall kill or possess fox unless authorized by permit from the executive director, or as allowed under Rules 68A-9.010, 68A-9.012, and 68A-12.004, F.A.C. 
(d) No change. 
(3) Use of traps shall follow the provisions in Rule 68A-32.002, F.A.C. No person shall use, place, or maintain any set gun or steel trap for the purpose of taking or attempting to take wildlife. 
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2026

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-22-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, 7-1-83, 7-5-84, 7-1-85, Formerly 39-24.02, Amended 10-8-87, 4-11-90, Formerly 39-24.002, Amended 5-13-02, 7-1-08, 10-5-10, 3-25-12, 7-1-14, 7-29-15, 7-1-24, 12-31-26.

68A-24.003 License and Tagging Requirements.
(1) An individual Persons taking or attempting to take possessing any furbearer using traps or who sells the pelts and meat of furbearers harvested by said individual, whether taken by traps or guns, fur-bearing animal or part thereof for commercial purposes shall possess a valid Furbearer License as required under Section be licensed as provided by Sections 379.354, F.S., unless exempt under Section 379.353, F.S. Persons engaged in the business of dealing in green or dried furbearer pelts shall possess a valid Fur and Hide Dealers License as required under Section and 379.364, F.S., and may sell such animals in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Any person licensed to hunt as provided by Section 379.354, F.S., exempt from hunting licensure under Section 379.353 379. 354, F.S., or who has obtained a free permanent hunting license as provided in Section 379.353 379.352, F.S., may take furbearers fur-bearing animals only by shooting or by the use of dogs for non-commercial purposes and may possess one green or dried bobcat or otter pelt skin without meeting the tagging requirements of this section.
(2) Individuals holding a valid Furbearer License may sell green or dried bobcat and otter pelts Persons holding valid furbearer licenses may sell tagged or untagged skins of bobcat or otter to Fur and Hide Dealers licensed fur dealers or agents only during the period of December 1 to March 31.
(3) Fur and Hide Dealers dealers or agents licensed pursuant to Section 379.364, F.S., shall tag all green or dried pelts untagged skins of bobcat or otter immediately upon receipt with a species-specific furbearer tag issued by the Commission.
(a) Furbearer tags Tags shall be furnished by the Commission to persons possessing a Furbearer License or a Fur and Hide Dealers License and to others who are in lawful possession of green or dried bobcat and otter pelts. Persons issued furbearer tags fur dealers who shall be directed at https://myfwc.com/hunting/furbearers/tags on how to request tags and account for the disposition of used tags and return all unused tags by April 15.
(b) The possession of green or dried untanned skins of bobcat or otter pelts is prohibited during the period of April 1 to November 30 unless each pelt skin has been tagged with the furbearer tag.
(4) Green or dried Skins of bobcat or otter pelts shall not be transported, shipped, carried, exported or otherwise removed from the state unless each pelt skin is tagged with the Commission-issued species-specific Commission furbearer tag.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2026

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.354, 379.364 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-22-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, Formerly 39-24.03, Amended 6-2-86, 5-10-87, Formerly 39-24.003, Amended 3-30-06, 12-31-2026.

68A-24.004 Fur and Hide Dealers: Operations, Reporting Requirements.
(1) No fur or hide dealer or buyer shall buy or possess any untanned skin of any furbearer fur-bearing animal acquired from any person not licensed in accordance with Section 379.354, F.S., or any untagged, untanned hide of an alligator taken by a person not licensed as an alligator hunter under Section 379.354, F.S.; an alligator trapper, processor or farmer under Section 379.3751, F.S., or as a hide dealer under Section 379.364, F.S. Untanned skins of furbearers fur-bearing animals possessed or stored on the premises of a dealer or agent buyer for another person shall be tagged to show the name, address, date received and license number of the owner. 
(2) Reporting, record keeping, and shipping requirements: 
(a) No change. 
(b) Fur dealers and buyers licensed pursuant to Section 379.364, F.S., shall submit an annual report covering the period April 1 through March 31 to the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission for receipt by April 15. The report shall include the number of skins bought for each furbearer fur-bearing animal and name and trapping license number of person from whom the skins were bought and the date of purchase. 
(c) Copies of records documenting purchases of alligator hides or furbearer fur-bearing animal skins shall be maintained at the dealer’s and buyer’s places of business for a period of one year. 
(d) No change. 
(3) No change. 
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: December 31, 2026

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.354, 379.364, 379.3012, 379.3751 FS. History–New 8-1-79, Amended 6-22-80, 6-4-81, 6-21-82, Formerly 39-24.04, Amended 6-2-86, 6-7-88, 2-4-89, 4-11-90, 4-1-96, Formerly 39-24.004, Amended 3-30-06, 8-19-14, 12-31-2026.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Morgan Richardson, Director, Division of Hunting and Game Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 4, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 27, 2026
