60Q-6.116 Prosecution of Claim and Petition for Benefits.

(1) A request for a continuance shall be made by motion and shall specify the reason that the continuance is necessary. 

(2) A claim or petition may be dismissed by the claimant or petitioner without an order by filing a notice of voluntary dismissal at any time before the conclusion of the final hearing. Unless otherwise stated in the notice, the dismissal is without prejudice, except that a second notice of voluntary dismissal shall operate as an adjudication of denial of any claim or petition for benefits previously the subject of a voluntary dismissal.

(3) The judge may conduct any proceedings by telephone conference. Testimony may be taken by telephone with the agreement of all parties or approval by the judge.

(4) In the event that testimony is taken by telephone, the oath shall be administered in the physical presence of the witness by a notary public or officer authorized to administer oaths.

(5) Except as authorized by statute, the judge may enter an order reflecting the terms of any written stipulation or agreement between the parties only where one of the parties to the stipulation or agreement alleges that another party has failed or refused to comply with the stipulation or agreement and an order is necessary for immediate enforcement; otherwise, the parties shall not request that the judge approve a stipulation or agreement or reduce it to an order.
(6) Any attorney or unrepresented claimant who has filed a petition for benefits must file a pleading with the judge in order to cancel the corresponding final hearing. The pleading must be filed prior to the scheduled final hearing and shall indicate the manner in which each issue was resolved.

(7) At least two full business days prior to the final hearing, each party is required to file a brief memorandum consisting of a statement of relevant facts and written argument. All depositions a party intends to offer into evidence shall be filed with the memorandum.
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