Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-1.09514
Excused Absences for Religious Instruction or Holiday

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The amendment will align with Section 1003.21(2)(b)1., F.S., to require school districts to adopt a policy that authorizes a parent to request and be granted permission for the absence of a student from school for religious instruction or religious holidays.

SUMMARY: This rule establishes requirements for school districts to adopt a policy that authorizes a parent to request and be granted permission for the absence of a student from school for religious instruction or religious holidays.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: Based upon the nature of the changes, this proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs are anticipated as a result of the rule changes.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1000.05(6), 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1003.21(2)(b), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1000.05(2), 1001.64, 1003.21, 1003.436, 1006.53, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: May 14, 2026, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Miami Dade College, Wolfson Campus, 254 N.E. 4th St., Building 3, Chapman Conference Room 3210, Miami, FL 33132.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Andrew Weatherill, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, studentsupportservices1@fldoe.org, (850)245-7851.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-1.09514 Excused Absences for Religious Instruction or Holiday.
(1) Release time during the school day to participate in religious instruction. Each school district must adopt a policy which chooses to permit release time during the school day for students to participate in religious instruction shall adopt rules to implement Section 1003.21(2)(b), F.S. The school district’s policy must rules shall include, but is are not limited to, the following:
(a) No change. 
(b) Provisions establishing the school district’s requirements for the acceptance by the religious institution or parents of responsibility for any liability involving students on release time. Such requirements shall, at as a minimum, require the religious institution or parents to indemnify the school district and hold it harmless with respect to any liability arising from conduct which does not occur on property under the control or supervision of the school district, and to maintain adequate insurance for that purpose.
(c) Provisions which assure that decisions on requests for release time properly take into account the district’s pupil progression plan as stated in Section 1003.21(1)(b), F.S., and that the principal, or his or her designee, must work with parents and guardians to review a student’s schedule to ensure that absences for religious instruction do not take place during instruction in core-curricula courses as defined in Section 1003.01(5), F.S. 
(d) Provisions specifying the procedures and time limits for students to make up any examination, study, or assignment which has been missed due to an excused absence pursuant to the district’s policy under this subsection. 
(e)(d) No change. 
(2) Each school district shall adopt a policy rules to implement Section 1003.21(2)(b), F.S., for students in grades K through 12 providing. The district’s rules shall provide that absences from school for observance of a religious holiday or because the tenets of a student’s religion forbid secular activity during a school day or portion thereof shall be excused subject to compliance with such policy rules. The district’s policy rules shall include, but is are not limited to:
(a) Provisions for establishing and modifying a list of religious holidays which shall be included in the policy rules. School districts may consult with religious institutions and leaders in the community for this purpose.
(b) Provisions specifying for the procedures and time limits for students to make up any examination, study, or assignment which has been missed due to an excused absence pursuant to the district’s policy under this subsection to be observed by students, teachers, and administrators in making available to each student so excused an opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work assignment which has been missed.
(c) Provisions for the procedures and time limits for a student’s parent or guardian to give prior notice of a student’s intended absence applicable to the giving of prior notice of a student’s intended absence by the student’s parent or guardian.
(d) No change. 
(3) Each school district which operates one or more technical college, career center, or charter technical college must postsecondary vocational education school shall adopt a policy, including a grievance procedure, as prescribed in Section 1001.64(8)(g), F.S., which shall be applicable to the students of the technical college or career center. postsecondary vocational education school. The policy shall separately specify the reasonable accommodations for religious observation, practice and belief of individual students made in regard to admissions, class attendance and the scheduling of examinations and work assignments, provided that:
(a) The school district shall not be obligated to make accommodations which impair or impede its compliance with other statutes and rules of the State Board of Education, or which adversely affect the quality of the instruction at a postsecondary vocational education school.
(b) through (c) No change. 
(4) For purposes of this rule, a school district may accept as prima facie proof that a student is a member of, or practices and observes the tenets of, a religious group, church or denomination, a notarized statement to that effect from an adult student or from the parent or guardian of a minor student.
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