Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
South Florida Water Management District
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

40E-2.061
General Permits by Rule

40E-2.071
Noticed General Permits and Individual Permits

40E-2.091
Publications Incorporated by Reference

The South Florida Water Management District announces a workshop to which all persons are invited.

DATE AND TIME: Friday, May 8, 2026, 11:00 a.m.
PLACE: South Florida Water Management District, Ft. Myers Service Center, 1st Floor Large Conference Room, 2301 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers, FL 33901. The public and stakeholders will have an opportunity to view and comment during the workshop in-person or by utilizing the following Zoom link: https://sfwmd.link/4dnccXQ, which is a media technology free for the public to use. The link will go live at approximately 11:00 a.m. on Friday, May 8, 2026.

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: The purpose of this rule development workshop is to develop Restricted Allocation Areas (“RAAs”) for the Sandstone aquifer located in Lehigh Acres and the mid-Hawthorn aquifer located in Cape Coral. During this rule development workshop, staff from the South Florida Water Management District (“District”) will present the draft technical documents for the Sandstone aquifer and the mid-Hawthorn aquifer, and preliminary draft rule language for Rules 40E-2.061, 40E-2.071, 40E-2.091, 40E-3.301, F.A.C., and the “Applicant’s Handbook for Water Use Permit Applications within the South Florida Water Management District” (“AH”). 

The intent of the RAAs is to clarify and support implementation of the existing maximum developable limit criteria in specified areas to account for the cumulative impacts of both consumptive use permit and domestic self-supply uses, which is designed to restrict future groundwater withdrawals to prevent minimum flow and minimum water level violations and protect the resource from significant harm. The District also proposes to amend Rules 40E-2.061 and 40E-2.071, F.A.C., to require general permits by rule for landscape irrigation at a single family dwelling or duplex, and noticed general permits, to comply with the RAA rules for the Sandstone aquifer and mid-Hawthorn aquifer.

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Rebecca May, Senior Scientist, Lower West Coast Plan Manager, South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, email: rmay@sfwmd.gov; telephone: (561)682-2103. The agenda for this workshop, the draft technical documents and preliminary draft rule language will be posted to the District’s website at https://www.sfwmd.gov/doing-business-with-us/rules seven days prior to the workshop.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 7 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: Molly Brown, District Clerk, at mobrown@sfwmd.gov. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

For more information, you may contact: regarding the draft technical documents, Rebecca May, Senior Scientist, Lower West Coast Plan Manager, South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, email: rmay@sfwmd.gov, telephone: (561)682-2103. Regarding the preliminary draft rule language and the “Applicant’s Handbook for Water Use Permit Applications within the South Florida Water Management District,” you may contact Simon Sunderland, Bureau Chief, Water Use Division, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, email: ssunder@sfwmd.gov, telephone: (561)682-2705.
