Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFAIRS
Division of Victim Services and Criminal Justice Programs
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
2A-9.002
Grant Eligibility

2A-9.003
Grant Application

2A-9.004
Funding Requirements

2A-9.005
General Requirements

2A-9.006
Programmatic and Reimbursement Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Department proposes an amendment to update and clarify the rules regarding crime stoppers grants.

SUMMARY: The proposed changes clean up existing language, delete unnecessary and duplicative language, update the existing rules for clarity, and update the Grant Funding Requirements.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 16.555(6) F.S.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 F.S.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Timothy Frizzell, Senior Assistant Attorney General, Department of Legal Affairs, PL-01, The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050, or telephone: (407)241-5397, or by electronic mail to Timothy.Frizzell@myfloridalicense.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

2A-9.002 Grant Eligibility.
(1) Grants will only be awarded to official members, who have been provided a letter of agreement, or similar document, from the Board of County Commissioners for the county for which the grant is requested, unless the county has separately applied for the grant. Only one official member is eligible for support within any county and only one grant may be active per county at any one time.
(a) The Florida Association of Crime Stoppers must submit to the Department by June 15 May 1 of each year a list of the crime stoppers organizations which are in good standing.
(b) Within 5 10 days of determining same, the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers shall provide to the Department in writing the name of any organization which is no longer in good standing.
(c) Through (d) No Change.
(e) If a crime stoppers organization is determined by the Department to no longer be an official member, then the Department shall notify the crime stoppers organization within 5 working days by certified mail or by email that reimbursements will not be processed for payment until the Department has been notified that the crime stoppers organization is in good standing with the Florida Association of Crime Stoppers, has had their letter of agreement, or similar document, reinstated by the Board of County Commissioners, has regained its standing as a Florida non-profit organization, and is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as being a tax exempt organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as applicable.
(f) Expenditures incurred during the time period in which the crime stoppers organization is not determined not to be an official member or is are acting without the specific authorization of their Board of County Commissioners shall be deemed ineligible for reimbursement.
(2) Through (5) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 8-20-18,          .
2A-9.003 Grant Application.
(1) Through (2) No Change.
(3) The Department shall provide all known official members the following no later than April 1st of each calendar year:
(a) The total Total funds available to each county for current year grant applications; and,
(b) No Change.
(4) No Change.
(5) Applications will be accepted by the Office of the Attorney General through the EGrants management system beginning April 1st through the close of business on April 30th, unless an extension of time has been granted by the Department. Applications must include:
(a) The original, fully completed and signed form CSA-1, entitled “Florida Crime Stoppers Trust Fund Grant Application,” effective July 2017. The application form is incorporated into this rule by reference at the following address: http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06124. The following information must be provided:
1. Name of Agency or Organization and contact information including name, mailing address, phone number, and email address, if any,
2. Federal Identification Number,
3. County or counties served,
4. Total budget request,
5. Name and contact information for program director, authorizing official, financial officer, and members of the board of directors,
6. Mission Statement,
7. Agencies with which the organization will coordinate its services,
8. Demographics of area served including population, crime rate per county served, total media outlets, law enforcement agencies, number and types of schools and public transportation entities; and,
9. Detailed explanation of line item budget requests with narratives describing how the requests are reasonable, allowable, and necessary.
(b) Letter of Agreement(s), or similar document, from the county board of county commissioners they serve authorizing the organization to apply for, receive, and expend grant funds. The letter of agreement will remain in effect for no more than three years.
(c) Through (f) No Change.
(6) No Change.
(7) The Department will notify the applicant through the EGrants management system of the date that the applicant’s grant application is considered complete and acceptable. The Department will have 30 business days from the date of the acceptance of the complete grant application to provide the applicant with a contract for execution or from the date the Governor signs the state budget, whichever is later.
(8) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 1-17-18,          .
2A-9.004 Funding Requirements.
(1) No Change.
(2) A minimum of 45 50 percent of the total grant funds must be allocated to the budget category of Rewards and Public Education with no more than 15% of the total grant funds being designated for the purchase of promotional materials.
(a) Through (b) No Change.
(3) No Change.
(4) Up to a maximum of 35 30 percent of the total grant funds may be designated allocated to the budget category of Salary and Benefits. Funds shall only be eligible for use for civilians employed by a crime stoppers organization, law enforcement personnel serving in the capacity of “law enforcement coordinator” and/or civilian support staff employed by the law enforcement agencies whose regularly scheduled duties are dedicated to the crime stoppers organization.
(a) Through (d) No change.
(5) No Change.
(6) Payment must be complete, made and services must be provided, before reimbursement by the Department can be made.
(7) Through (8) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 2-7-17, 5-16-17, 1-17-18, 8-20-18, 4-17-22,          .
2A-9.005 General Requirements.
(1) Through (5) No Change.
(6) In no instance may any funds from the Crime Stoppers Trust Fund be used for lobbying.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15,          .
2A-9.006 Programmatic and Reimbursement Requirements.
(1) Expenditures must comply be in compliance with contractual obligations, all applicable Florida Statutes, rules and guidelines, and provisions of the Florida Administrative code, and cannot be for the following:
(a)Through (l) No Change.
(m) Performance bonuses, holiday Christmas bonuses, special detail pay, stand-by or call-back pay, or unused sick or annual leave;
(n) Through (q) No Change.
(r) Finance charges such as late payment fees, bank overdraft fees, or credit card fees, or any fee associated with a line of credit;
(s) Through (u) No Change.
(2) The following documentation is required, as applicable:
(a) No Change.
(b) Method of payment, which may include:
1. Through 3. No Change.
(c) Through (d) No Change.
(e) Reimbursements for advertising an organization’s tip line, text-a-tip, or web address must include sufficient proof that services were received, and that the advertisement included an appropriate Department acknowledgement;
(3) No Change.
(4) Performance must have taken place within the same grant year as the expenditure; except for with the exception of maintenance agreements, software license agreements, subscriptions, and annual advance payments on annual agreements which are $1,800 or less;
(5) No Change.
(6) Persons Persons approving payments payments must have appropriate authority to authorize same.; and,
(7) The following requirements also apply to reward reimbursements:
(a) Through (c) No Change.
(d) The tip must lead to an arrest, arrest warrant, or recovery of stolen property or drugs. Recovered property does not include guns turned into law enforcement pursuant to a gun buy-back program. Documentation in the form of a law enforcement report, arrest affidavit, arrest warrant, or other certified statement from law enforcement documenting the arrest, issuance of an arrest warrant, or recovery of stolen property or drugs must be kept by the organization and must be available at any time upon request of the Department;
(e) No Change.
(f) Except for rewards associated with a crime pursuant to subsection 2A-9.004(8)(7), F.A.C., the request for reimbursement for the payment of a tip must be less than or equal to $5,000.00 for all crimes; and less than or equal to $9,500.00 except for reimbursement request for tips for homicide crimes which may be up to $9,500;
(g) Through (h) No Change.
(8) Through (9) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 16.555(6) FS. Law Implemented 16.555, 16.556, 938.06 FS. History‒New 6-22-15, Amended 12-10-15, 2-7-17, 5-16-17, 1-17-18, 6-22-20, 11-24-20, 5-18-21,          .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Division of Victim Services and Criminal Justice Programs

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Division of Victim Services and Criminal Justice Programs

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: October 13, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: April 8, 2026
