Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

62-610.414
Storage Requirements

The Department of Environmental Protection hereby gives notice: The Department issued a final order on April 20, 2026, granting Desoto County Utilities’ petition for variance. The petition was received on January 14, 2026. Notice of receipt of this petition was published in the Florida Administrative Register on January 29, 2026. The petition requested a variance from subsection 62-610.414(7), F.A.C., which requires all slow rate land application systems for wastewater effluent reuse to maintain a system storage pond with a minimum of three feet of freeboard. The requested variance is for the Desoto County Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility to temporarily decrease the available freeboard to two and a half feet during the duration of installing their underground injection well systems. The facility also requested a variance from paragraphs 62-610.414(2)(b), F.A.C. and 62-610.414(2)(c), F.A.C., which requires the facility to meet a minimum storage capacity. The facility is located at County Road 31 S, Arcadia, Florida 34266. No public comment was received. The Order, OGC File Number 26-0142 and DEP Permit Number FLA530808-016-DWF/VO, granted the petition because the Petitioner demonstrated substantial economic hardship and proposed an alternative means of achieving the purpose of the underlying statutes implemented by the rule.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Gabriela Hasher, South District Office, Department of Environmental Protection, 2295 Victoria Ave, Suite 364, Fort Myers, Florida 33901, telephone: (239)344-5692, email: Gabriela.Hasher@FloridaDEP.gov , during normal business hours, 8:00am-5:00pm, Monday through Friday, except legal holidays. 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).
