Notice of Emergency Rule

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
Division of Animal Industry
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

5CER26-3
Temporary Restrictions on the Importation of Animals Originating from High-Risk Counties

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: The presence of New World Screwworms (Cochliomyia hominivorax) has been confirmed in the Mexican state of Nuevo Leon, within 100 miles of the Texas-Mexico border. New World Screwworms (NWS) are fly larvae that feed on living flesh, often entering through wound sites found on livestock and other animals. If not discovered and effectively treated, an infestation of NWS can be fatal. Immediate action, including the implementation of stringent inspection protocols for animals being transported from the affected region, is necessary to limit the spread and impact of NWS.

REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: This rule is fair and justified because it takes only the action necessary to protect public health, safety, and welfare by preventing the introduction and spread of this dangerous pest. Temporarily imposing more stringent inspection requirements for animals imported from the affected region is the only viable means of ensuring the protection of Florida animals susceptible to this potentially deadly pest.

SUMMARY: The rule imposes additional restrictions on the importation of animals originating from counties within a 125-mile radius of a detection of NWS.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Dr. Michael A. Short, State Veterinarian, Director, Division of Animal Industry, Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 407 S. Calhoun St., Rm. 330, Mayo Bldg., Tallahassee, FL 32399-0800; (850)410-0900.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS:

5CER26-3 Temporary Restrictions on the Importation of Animals Originating from High-Risk Counties.
(1) Definitions. For purposes of this emergency rule, the definitions set forth in s. 585.01, F.S., and Rule 5C-3.001, F.A.C., shall apply. The following definitions shall also apply:
(a) Alternative Movement Document. A document used for interstate movement in lieu of an Official Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (OCVI) for a specified exemption in Chapter 5C-3, F.A.C., including Extended Equine Movement Permits, as incorporated in subsection 5C-3.003(5), F.A.C., a valid Owner-Shipper Statement as described in subsection 5C-3.002(2), F.A.C., a Permit for Interstate Movement from a USDA Approved Livestock Facility, FDACS-09158 Rev. 04/18, as incorporated in paragraph 5C-3.004(3)(b), F.A.C., and a Commuter Herd Agreement as described in paragraph 5C-3.004(3)(c), F.A.C.
(b) Authorized Representative. An employee of the state or U.S. federal government, or a licensed veterinarian accredited by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), who is authorized to conduct animal disease control and eradication activities. 
(c) Effective Treatment. A systemic product that is experimentally, conditionally, or fully licensed or approved by the United States Department of Agriculture, Center for Biologics or the United States Food and Drug Administration, for use in animals against internal or external parasites and shown to be effective against New World Screwworm (NWS) larvae in peer reviewed scientific literature. 
(d) High-Risk County. A U.S. County within a 125-mile radius of an NWS detection in a Mexican state that shows evidence of a breeding population of NWS. A Mexican state with an established breeding population of NWS is considered infested with NWS until Mexico’s Secretariat of Agriculture and Rural Development (SADER) declares the Mexican state to be free of NWS and that declaration is recognized by United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. 
(e) New World Screwworm (NWS). The fly, eggs, pupae or larvae of the genus and species Cochliomyia hominivorax.
(f) Wound. Any break in or injury to the animal’s integument, meaning the skin or mucous membrane. Surgical sites which have not fully healed, including those due to management practices such as dehorning and castrations sites, are considered wounds. 
(2) Import Requirements. Except where more stringent requirements are adopted herein, all animals being imported into Florida from a high-risk county must meet the movement requirements in Chapter 5C-3, F.A.C.
(a) All warm-blooded animals originating from a high-risk county being imported into Florida must be accompanied by an OCVI documenting that all animals listed on the OCVI have been inspected and found free of contagious and infectious disease and pests, including NWS. No alternative movement documents will be accepted in lieu of an OCVI. 
1. The OCVI must include the statement, “All animals listed on the OCVI have been inspected and are free from screwworm larvae infestation.” 
2. The OCVI is valid for no more than 7 days from the date of veterinary inspection.
(b) All warm-blooded animals that have wounds that are not infested with NWS larvae can be imported into Florida provided that the following requirements are met:
1. Any animal with a wound must be treated using an effective treatment. The effective treatment must be administered by or directly overseen by an authorized representative. The effective treatment for NWS must be administered in accordance with the following:
a. Oral or injected treatments must be administered no less than 12 hours and no more than 14 days prior to entry into Florida.
b. Systemic, topical treatments must be administered no less than 72 hours and no more than 14 days prior to entry into Florida. 
2. In addition to receiving a systemic effective treatment, all animals with non-infested wounds must have the wounds topically treated with a product effective against NWS. The wound location and treatment must be documented on the OCVI. 
Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 585.002(4), 585.08(2), 585.145 FS. Law Implemented 570.07(15), 570.36, 585.002, 585.003, 585.08, 585.11, 585.145(1), (2), 585.16 FS. History—New 4-24-26.
THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.

EFFECTIVE DATE: April 24, 2026
