Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
Division of State Fire Marshal
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Department of Financial Services, Division of State Fire Marshal (Department) has received the petition for declaratory statement from Myesha Johnson, Fire Inspector II, HC Fire Rescue, on April 24, 2026.The petition seeks the agency's opinion as to the applicability of 69A-67.004(1), 69A-67.005(1), 69A-67.005(2), 69A-67.006(1), 69A-67.006(2), FS 633.202(16)(b)(3), FS 633.202(16)(b)(1), 633.202(16)(b)(3) as it applies to the petitioner.

The Petition asks: 1. Provided the property owner fails to notify the local Fire Marshal prior to holding agritourism events as required by 69A-67.004(1), does this prevent classification of the building for agritourism? 2. Define “existing” as referenced in 69A-67.004(1). 3.69A-67.005(2) caps the maximum numbers of events annually for Class 1 farm buildings at 12, while 69A-67.006(2) does not limit the number of events for Class 2 buildings. 69A-67.005(1) & 69A-67.006(1) provides a maximum occupant load for Classes 1 and 2. However, 69A-67 does not state a minimum occupant load for classification of a Class 2. Can a Class 1 farm building used for agritourism with an occupant load of less than 100 choose to meet the requirements of a Class 2 farm building to gain the benefit of this classification and ability to hold unlimited events? 4. What entity is responsible for determining the primary purpose of a Class 3 building as referenced in FS 633.202(16)(b)(3)? What specific criteria re to be used? 5. Is a farm building used for agritourism with an occupant load of less than 35 exempt from inspection in accordance with FS 633.202(16)(b)(1) or must it be classified in accordance with FS 633.202(16)(b)(3)? 

A copy of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Sarah Marcos, Sarah.Marcos@myfloridacfo.com
