Notice of Development of Rulemaking

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

62-332.100
Scope and Intent

62-332.200
Definitions

62-332.300
General Requirements

62-332.350
WQEA Permit and WQEA Conceptual Approval Permit Applications

62-332.400
Establishment of Enhancement Credits

62-332.500
Service Area and Enhancement Credit Locational Valuation Factor Adjustments

62-332.530
Land Use Restrictions on Water Quality Enhancement Areas

62-332.550
Financial Responsibility

62-332.600
Enhancement Credit Transactions and Credit Use

62-332.700
Enhancement Credit Tracking

62-332.800
Enhancement Credit Monitoring and Continuing Credit Verification

62-332.900
Compliance and Enforcement

62-332.920
Surrender or Transfer of Water Quality Enhancement Area Permits

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Department is initiating additional rulemaking to implement s. 373.4134, F.S., to establish an Environmental Resource Permit for Water Quality Enhancement Areas and authorize the creation and use of enhancement credits for specified regulatory purposes. This notice supplements corresponding notices of rule development to implement s. 373.4134, F.S., for rules in Chapters 62-330 and 62-4, F.A.C., to revise and establish an Environmental Resource Permit for Water Quality Enhancement Areas.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: The Department is proposing to create Chapter 62-332, F.A.C., to establish a Water Quality Enhancement Area permit under the Environmental Resource Permitting (ERP) program and establish the requirements for the permit application, enhancement credits, service area requirements, land use restrictions, credit ledgers, monitoring requirements, financial responsibility, compliance and enforcement mechanisms, and the surrender or transfer of permits.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 373.4134, 403.067(9), 403.805 F.S.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.4134, 403.067 F.S.
A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: May 20, 2026, 1:00 p.m. EDT

PLACE: The Department is providing this workshop at 2600 Blair Stone Rd, Room 609, Tallahassee, FL 32399, as well as virtually. For those participating virtually, please see registration information here: https://floridadep.gov/water/water/content/water-resource-management-rules-development#erp-sw 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, religion, sex, pregnancy, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) are asked to contact DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at (850)245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov at least ten (10) days before the workshop. If you have a hearing or speech impairment, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, (800)955-8771 (TDD) or (800)955-8770 (voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Timothy Rach, Division of Water Resource Management, MS #2500, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399, by phone at (850)245-8015 or by email at Timothy.Rach@FloridaDEP.gov or online at https://floridadep.gov/water/water/content/water-resource-management-rules-development#SLERC.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
