Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Building Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

61G20-1.001
Florida Building Code Adopted

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Building Commission has received the petition for declaratory statement from the City of Cape Coral. The petition seeks the agency's opinion as to the applicability of Article 555.13, NFPA 70 (2020), as referenced in the Florida Building Code, 8th Edition (2023), as it applies to the petitioner.

Petitioner is evaluating a project which consists of the proposed construction of a wood-framed residential dock, including an electrical installation consisting of a boat lift, luminaries, and receptacles. The proposed dock will also include a metal ladder which is to be permanently affixed to the structure and will extend into the water. Petitioner presents the following questions: i) does NEC 555.13, as adopted by the Florida Building Code, require bonding of the permanently affixed metal ladder? ii) does the presence of energized electrical equipment located on the dock cause the metal ladder to be considered a “non-current-carrying metal part likely to become energized” under NEC 555.13, thereby requiring bonding? iii) does the requirement in NEC 555.13 for “all metal parts in contact with the water” apply to the metal ladder independent of its connection to the electrical system, solely based on its physical condition of being in contact with the water? iv) where electrical equipment is present on the dock and the metal ladder extends into the water, should the potential for electrical current to be introduced into the water be considered in determining whether the metal ladder is required to be bonded under NEC 555.13, due to the risk of electrical shock hazards to individuals using or swimming near the dock?

A copy of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: the Agency Clerk’s Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)921-0342, AGC.Filing@myfloridalicense.com.

Please refer all comments to: Mo Madani, Building Codes and Standards Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)487-1824, mo.madani@myfloridalicense.com or W. Justin Vogel, Office of the General Counsel, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)717-1795, wjustin.vogel@myfloridalicense.com.

RESPONSES, MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, OR REQUESTS FOR A HEARING MUST BE FILED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THIS NOTICE.
