Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68B-42.002
Definitions

68B-42.003
Prohibition of Harvest
Longspine Urchin, Bahama Starfish

68B-42.0035
Live Landing and Live Well Requirements

68B-42.0036
Closed Areas

68B-42.004
Size Limits

68B-42.005
Recreational Bag Limit

68B-42.006
Commercial Season, Harvest Limits

68B-42.007
Gear Specifications and Prohibited Gear

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission announces a workshop to which all persons are invited.

DATES AND TIMES: Thursday, May 21, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (EST); Tuesday, June 2, 2026, 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (EST)

PLACE: Statewide webinars.

More information about how to participate in the webinars will be available on the FWC website prior to each webinar date: https://www.myfwc.com/fishing/saltwater/rulemaking/workshops/. 

People interested in participating may also contact the Division of Marine Fisheries Management at (850)487-0554 for more information.

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is considering establishing regulations specific to the harvest of cownose rays in Florida state waters and is holding virtual public workshops to gather public input. Currently, there are no regulations specific to cownose rays, meaning harvesters with a recreational saltwater fishing license may retain up to 100 pounds per day and there are no limits for harvesters with a commercial Saltwater Products License. FWC staff are seeking input on potential regulations for cownose ray, including license requirements, allowed fishing gear, size limits, and harvest and possession limits.

During the virtual workshops, staff will deliver a presentation providing an overview of the current state of the fishery and the purpose of establishing regulations for cownose rays. Staff will also seek feedback on potential rules. Public feedback gathered during this workshop will be taken into consideration when developing rule recommendations for the Commission.

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Jessica McCawley, at 620 South Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)487-0554, or Jessica.McCawley@MyFWC.com for a copy of the agenda for the Thursday, May 21, and Tuesday, June 2, 2026, workshops.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 5 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: the ADA Coordinator, at (850)488-6411. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

For more information, you may contact: Jessica McCawley, at 620 South Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)487-0554, or Jessica.McCawley@MyFWC.com.
